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The Second Sunday in Advent 

5th of December 2021 
 

This morning we have engaged with the liturgy for the second Advent Candle of Peace. It was 
affirmed that this Peace:  

I. not merely the cessation of conflict.  
II. not the absence of suffering,  

III. not the loss of struggle 
IV. but the saving Peace of God  

 
we also affirmed that  

i. God does not give Peace as the world gives.   
ii. God’s Peace passes understanding. 

iii. God’s Peace exists in the midst of turmoil.   
iv. God’s Peace forgets what it forgives and lives to serve.            
v. Our Peace come from God, who first loved us. 

Opening Prayer:  
Heavenly Father, we join our prayer with the Psalmist: Your Word is a lamp to our feet and 
a light to our path. Now may the words of my lips and the meditations of all our hearts be pleasing in 
your sight, O Lord, our Rock and Redeemer. Amen. 

 

Philippians 3:3-11 NRSV  
3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers 
for all of you, 5 because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 I am confident of 
this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus 
Christ. 7 It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart,[d] for 
all of you share in God’s grace[e] with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence and 
confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of 
Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge 
and full insight 10 to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure 
and blameless, 11 having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for 
the glory and praise of God. 
 
Shalom: 
Modern used by Jewish people at greeting or parting, meaning ‘peace’ – it means far more – may 
the Peace, the love of God be with you -  
 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 

 4 constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5 because of your sharing in 
the gospel from the first day until now.  
6 I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion 
by the day of Jesus Christ.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29352d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29352e
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7 It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart,[d] for all of 
you share in God’s grace[e] with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation 
of the gospel.  

a) Prayer of thankfulness (verse 3) 
b) Prayer of joy – because of partnership with the gospel (verse 4-5) 
c) Affirming the confidence in the one who has begun the good work – (verse 6) 
d) Love – brothers, sisters in Christ – through the Gospel. (verse 7)   

There is a great expectation that you and I and all other Christians are growing: It is far more than 
self-discovery: this expectation is in the love of God. For a moment – who is the most loving person 
you know? What stands out that conveys that characteristic of God? Are they also a person of great 
Peace – even though they may be facing turmoil in their life?  
 
. 9 And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full 
insight  

1. Abounding or overflowing love 9a 
2. Knowledge & Insight 9b 

Knowledge:  
Knowledge in this context is understanding accepting the revelation of God. Being reconciled 
to God – through the Son. Hungry and being sustained for the things of God. Being able to 
join the Psalmist in the words: I will say of the LORD, he is my refuge and my fortress, my 
God, in him will I put my trust.  

 
Insight  
Knowledge gives birth to insight. Albeit this obvious, the depth to this truth is reflected in 
the Peace of the follower of Christ. The follower can rightly make good and wise decision, as 
he/she has gained knowledge  given by God. This will further enable them to continue to live 
in the peace of God. The Shalom.  
 

10 to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless 

3. A prayer assessing what is best 10a 
4. A prayer for the day of Christ 10b 

 
11 having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 
praise of God. 

5. Filled with the fruit of righteousness  
6. For the praise and glory of God  

 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers 
for all of you, 5 because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 I am confident of 
this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus 
Christ. 7 It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart,[d] for 
all of you share in God’s grace[e] with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence and 
confirmation of the gospel.  

e) Prayer of thankfulness (verse 3) 
f) Prayer of joy – because of partnership with the gospel (verse 4-5) 
g) Affirming the confidence in the one who has begun the good work – (verse 6) 
h) Love – brothers, sisters in Christ – through the Gospel. (verse 7)   

 
Resources:  
R Kent Hughes – Philippians – Preaching the Word.  
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