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Opening prayer:  

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be pleasing 
in your sight O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen 

 

Jesus the Great High Priest  

The source of eternal salvation  
24th of October 2021 

We continue our exploration of the book of Hebrews this morning. Last week 
we came to understand that the High Priest was called and ordained by God. 
The High Priest’s role was to call the people to follow God: he offered 
appropriate offerings on the altar for himself and the rest of God’s people. The 
people were involved in this process by selecting suitable beasts, grain 
offerings, etc., as instructed by the ordinances given by the LORD through his 
prophet Moses.  

Jesus’s role as High Priest is superior to all who has gone before him because 
he is the Son of God. Today, we look at Jesus as High Priest, making the way of 
salvation through his sacrifice. The Apostle Paul made this clear when he 
wrote:  
6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God 
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 

Romans 5:6-8  

The writings of the Apostle Paul clearly emphasise that the death of Christ was 
an act of Love of God. Theologically Jesus is the atoning sacrifice and the High 
Priest:  

We God first instituted the sacrificial system; he taught that the cost of sin was 
death. A beast was required to be slaughtered for the atonement, the covering 
up of sin: This process reminded the costliness and seriousness of sin.  God is 
pure and holy. God could never turn a blind eye to evil, hence instituting the 
High Priest, and a way for the people of God could come to God in repentance. 
The Old Testament Levitical sacrificial System is was effectual because God 
ordained it: yet this whole concept was a mere prefiguring of Jesus, and his 
atoning sacrifice on the cross: 
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And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all (Hebrews 10:10) 

That one sacrifice of Jesus was far superior to that of what the Levitical High 
Priests offered. Why? Because Jesus was designated by God a high priest 
according to the order of Melchizedek.  I don’t want to labour the point: 
nevertheless, the order of Melchizedek means that Christ was divinely 
appointed, Priesthood; totally independent of the Old Testament Levitical 
Priests, and of course superior to them. 

So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was 
appointed by the one who said to him, 

“You are my Son, 
    today I have begotten you”; 

6 as he says also in another place, 

“You are a priest forever, 
    according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

You are my Son, and today I have begotten you does not mean that Jesus 
became the Son of God:  

For the Son of God existed before the incarnation: We also know that God the 
Father showed himself self to be the father of the Son clearly at the 
transfigurations, but ultimately at the Jesus resurrection:  

The Transfiguration: Matthew 17 
4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, 
I[a] will make three dwellings[b] here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved;[c] with 
him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell 
to the ground and were overcome by fear. 

The Accounts of the resurrection: Romans 1:4 

was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit[b] of holiness 
by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,  

Acts 13:32-33 

And we bring you the good news that what God promised to our 
ancestors 33 he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising Jesus; 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2017%3A4%2D6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23705a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2017%3A4%2D6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23705b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2017%3A4%2D6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23706c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27920b
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The author of Hebrews paints priestly activity to all of Jesus life: 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was 
heard because of his reverent submission.   

It would be wrong to suggest Jesus was only the sacrifice. Jesus lived a life 
directing people back to God. He lived a life obedient to His Heavenly Father. 
Jesus sacrificial death is indeed crucial for the paying penalty of sins of 
humanity, including our own. We can rightly come to Jesus and receive 
forgiveness: yet Jesus was obedient to the Heavenly Father, and live a life of 
obedience: He also taught that his followers should also live a life of 
obedience:  

The phrase 

he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him (verse 9)  

I hope is not lost on us this morning: 

forgive me for stating the obvious: Christians are followers of Christ: You and I 
know that he is the source of salvation: Jesus has reconciled all who believe in 
him, with the heavenly Father: To believe is to follow. In many respects, we are 
also like those early fishermen, hearing and responding to the call of Jesus, 
Come follow me:  

We are not apostles; Christians join the ranks of being Jesus disciples – trusting 
the teaching of Jesus and seeking to live a life of obedience, expressing our 
love for the LORD:  

I must stress that all the followers of Christ are not saved or reconciled to God 
through their own merit. As followers of God, we are saved through His 
GRACE. As followers of Christ, we chose to live a life of honouring the Christ; 
This life is of obedience to what Jesus has revealed.  

Being a follower of Christ: You and I can humbly approach God, through His 
Son Jesus our Great High Priest: Yes atonement was made, and it is all-
sufficient: We also have another picture of Jesus as the High Priest, and that is 
making intercession: 
 
Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is 
at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for you (Romans 8:34) 
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I hope you are encouraged and humbled by the love of God shown in that 
verse:  who indeed intercedes for you. 

Knowing the Saviour is praying for each of us as individuals may be very hard 
to comprehend, yet concretely continues to show his love for his people: those 
who follow him.  

Today, I encourage giving thanks to God for Jesus and asking how we, as a 
church, the people of St John the evangelist Gordon, grow in our desire to 
follow him.  

 To God be glory forever Amen.  

 

Resources:  

F. F. Bruce – the Epistle to the Hebrews; The New International Commentary 
on the New Testament. 

P. Adam – the Majestic Son – reading Hebrews Today  
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