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Friday the 23rd of July 2021 
Encouragement:  
Thank you to everyone who is taking the time to encourage one another. Encouragement can 
go a long way whilst we all navigate our lives through the current lockdown. I found the 
'zoom chat' last Tuesday evening encouraging. I believe those who attended also were edified 
through individuals who shared how they are coping with COVID. I am also looking forward 
to hosting another 'zoom chat' this week.  
The details are:  

Topic: Zoom Chat with Fr Robert. 
Time: 7pm on the 27th of July  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87882612754 

The above mentioned 'zoom chat' is not a bible study or an extra congregational meeting. It is 
an opportunity to connect with the rector and other parishioners to chat about how we are all 
coping.   
When was the last time you wrote a letter by hand? When was the last time you received a 
handwritten letter? I have been sending out several letters a week. I was surprised by the joy 
that some of these letters have brought to their recipients. One person commented that They 
only receive through the post the occasion bills, junk mail, and possibly Christmas cards. 
Whilst we are all in lockdown, why not consider writing a letter and mailing it to a friend or 
family member. Letter writing would be a practical way of expressing what the Apostle Paul 
was encouraging the early Christians to do:  

Therefore encourage one another and build up each other,        
as indeed you are doing. (1st Thessalonians 5:11)  

The Pandemic: 
Premier Gladys Berejiklian announced today in her press conference:  The NSW COVID-19 
outbreak was declared a "national emergency" after the state recorded 136 new cases and 
another death. This "national emergency" has more significant implications for us all. Public 
Health Orders will impact further lockdown restrictions in a growing number of Local 
Government Areas.  

http://track.infoodle.com/f/a/Ycpr8XJMbZZUZN8hCJ3_eQ%7E%7E/AABEcgA%7E/RgRi3KjQP0QlaHR0cHM6Ly91czAyd2ViLnpvb20udXMvai84Nzg4MjYxMjc1NFcDc3BjQgpg-dAj-mCcCZHBUhtyZWN0b3JAc3Rqb2huc2dvcmRvbi5vcmcuYXVYBAAAAlI%7E
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We can remember when the northern beaches were in lockdown, and it was hard to contain 
the people within their respective areas. The Government faces the same predicament in the 
South West of Sydney.  
Please remember that some of these areas when the Delta strain has become more prevalent is 
in various lower economical-social areas. There is also ready high underemployment in these 
areas. These areas also contain more younger people due to the lower cost of housing. 
Without sounding arrogant or judgemental, many of these households may not have the 
financial reserves to endure Public Health Orders restricting them from their respective 
employment.      
I write this to encourage you to continue to be faithful in praying that the LORD in his 
sovereignty will have mercy on the world and bring COVID-19 to an end. How will the 
LORD do this mighty act? It may be through mass vaccination of the population of the world. 
It may be through the people who are obeying the Public Health Orders. Yes, the LORD can 
bring this pandemic to an end through supernatural means. Yet, in all honesty, I believe the 
LORD has given humanity the means to control the COVID-19. The pandemic can come to 
an end if we all work together and share the vaccine resources.  Why then pray? Pray that the 
governments of the world will work together for the good of humanity. 
Please will you continue to pray for the Welfare Agencies such as Anglicare? Anglicare 
provides great food relief and some financial relief to the people in the areas currently facing 
the transmission by the Delta variant of the Coronavirus. Many within these areas are low-
income households. Many have extended families living together under one roof.  Sadly, they 
may struggle with having minimum income during this lockdown. If I hear of a need for 
financial assistance from any of the parishes to help in their local areas, I will bring that to 
your attention.  

Sunday Services: 
Through the live stream, this Sunday, we are celebrating St James. Fr Ernest is preaching, and 
I am looking forward to what he has prepared.  Nicola will be providing the music. I will be 
presiding over the Eucharist. James will be the server, which has been a great help, especially 
during the lockdown. JK will be operating the new audio, visual system. 
I am looking forward to the newly installed audio, visual system enhancing the live streaming 
of the Service. I know you will all extend grace during the live streaming if we experience 
technical difficulties. Thank you for praying for all those involved.  
Several members have raised a question. Can we have the words of the liturgy contained in 
the live stream? Thank you for raising that question. The scope of the new equipment has the 
potential for responses to come on the screen. Yet, to do this will take time to learn. Once the 
operators are comfortable with managing the cameras, they may be able to expand their use of 
this new technology.  Like every new device, it will take time to learn.  
Sunday the 1st of August, I have arranged for Edward to be released from his Sunday 
responsibilities at St. Stephen's Willoughby to allow him to be our guest preacher. I am 
expecting the lockdown will continue. So the first time, you will hear Edward preach, albeit it 
will be through the live-streaming of the Service.  
After discussion with Dr Brett McKern, I have cancelled the planned Evensong for the 8th of 
August. This decision will take any undue pressure off the small team and ensuring they only 
travel once to Church during the lockdown. Although the decision is disappointing, I believe 
it to be in the best interest of the team.  
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At this stage, I am planning that we will have Church in person before September. If the 
Public Health Orders are modified, allowing us to open the Church door earlier, that will be a 
bonus. Friends, please expect when permission to open the Church doors happens, there will 
be various conditions flowing from the new Public Health Orders. Public Health Orders will 
be part of our new standard for the immediate future.  

Around the Church: 
One of the joys of all the various upgrades to the Office will save on the various running 
costs. One of the new phone system benefits is its ability to notify the recipient that a call was 
received and a message left. This ability means that whilst working away from the Office, we 
will less likely miss incoming calls. Again, the Office team will have to get used to this 
improved technology.  
The removal of what I thought was ivy from around the entry porch is almost complete. This 
plant had become overgrown and started to get into the ceiling cavity. Graham has done a 
magnificent job in bringing the ivy under control. At this stage, there is no visual evidence of 
any damage by the overgrown ivy.  
Bill reported to Parish Council good news of the extermination of the termites was now 
completed. The report from Rentokil highlighted that there are no active termites. The termite 
inspections will be ongoing to ensure swift action if a new colony of termites should appear. 
Bill will coordinate the various repairs caused by the recent infestation.   
At the moment, I have been preparing three couples to be married. Due to the uncertainty of 
when Public Health Orders would permit church weddings, one couple has wisely postponed 
their marriage. The 30th of October is the date for the next wedding at St John's. Would you 
please pray for this young couple, Catriona & Insu? They are excited about their marriage, 
although tinged with the current Public Health Orders. The third of the couples have 
commenced their marriage preparation. Their proposed wedding date is Friday, the 21st of 
January 2022.  
I have been working on creating Bible Studies suitable for zoom.  I am also learning how to 
use this medium. In the next few weeks, it is my target to have this work completed. I will be 
then extending an invitation to people to join a six-week study. I would value your prayers as  
I work through this process of preparing these studies.  
Congratulations to John and his sons Kit and Luke; they will soon join Kim, who has been 
working in London. This move is indefinite, and they will make their home in London as they 
begin this next phase in the family's life. John has been a great encouragement to myself, and 
I know I speak on behalf of all the Parish when I say we will miss the family and pray for 
each of them as they make the transition.   
During this lockdown, the Parish still has the responsibility of meeting all the ongoing 
running costs. I know the Parish Council and Wardens are appreciative of the ongoing faithful 
financial support. You can still mail in your Cheques if that is your preference. If you are 
comfortable using electronic payments, the Parish Banking details are:   

Westpac Bank Account: 
Account Name:  St Johns Church Gordon  
BSB: 032 083 
Account: 810231  

May the Peace of the Lord be with you all.  
Fr Robert Happer 
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