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We live in an age in which authority poses a serious problem for every one of  

us. Parental authority, institutional authority, political authority as well as 
ecclesiastical authority all under attack. During the pro-democracy demonstration 
in Hong Kong in 2014, one of  the most presumptuous sayings was uttered by a 
student who proudly claimed that nobody could speak on his behalf. In other 
words, what he was saying, ‘I am the authority, I do what I like, and nobody can 
tell me what to say or what to do.’ No wonder what we witnessed was chaos and 
disorder. The demonstrators demanded to have democracy, but each of  one them 
declared to be above democracy. Nobody can represent me. I stand alone. I am the 
authority. I am no slave to anyone. That is the demonstrators’ understanding of 
democracy. By the way, protesters of  pandemic lockdown all over the world are 
more or less behaving the same. And for that matter, what the world saw in the 
Capitol Hill in America is no different at all. 

 
If  you have watched the film Chariots of  Fire, you might remember one of  the 

characters pointed out The Kingdom of  God is not a democracy. Today’s Old 
Testament reading is quite interesting. Yahweh never told the Israelites that when 
they entered into the promised land they should have a democratic government. 
Instead they would have a prophet: I will put my words in the mouth of  the prophet, 
who shall speak to them everything that I command. The history of  wilderness revels 
that when Moses is absent from the Israelites, they become what we may now say 
ia a democratic community because they decide things their own way. But what 
did they decide? They voted either to go back to Egypt or to make a golden calf! 
In other words, they ignored what God had said to them.  

 
Likewise in more or less the same situation, when Jesus is absent from the 

disciples, they either declared that nobody can represent them, that is to say, each 
one of  them wants to be above the others; or they decided in a democratic way. 
The Gospels tell us: they all forsook him and fled. 

 
The biblical story of  creation reveals a truth of  which we often do not take 

much notice. Without the Word of  God being uttered, chaos and disorder rules 
the day. However, once God’s word is uttered, creation order rules the day. In the 
story of  Genesis, a creation of  order and beauty becomes the norm. In the story of  
Exodus, if  the Israelites had taken heed of  what the prophet spoke of  God’s word, 
they would have lived forever in the promised land. But both stories also inform us 
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that God’s words were being ignored. Adam and Eve deliberately disobeyed God’s 
word, likewise, the Israelites didn’t want to simply have a prophet to rule over 
them, and they wanted to have a king. So chaos returns to rule the day. Adam and 
Eve were driven out of  Eden; and the Israelites became exiles. The biblical 
message is clear: if  anyone ignores God’s word, the outcome is chaos and 
disorder.  

 
The epistle reading of  1 Corinthians 8.1-13 reveals another important aspect 

of  the authority of  the divine word. True knowledge must acknowledge that God’s 
word rules in our lives. Furthermore, our knowledge of  God’s word means we 
have freedom. But this freedom, as v.9 indicates, is to live with responsibility: ‘take 
care that this liberty of  yours does not somehow become a stumbling-block to the weak.’ 
Refusing to recognize God’s word means conniving at self-destruction. Sin against 
Christ is basically a refusal to take God’s word seriously.  

 
The story in today’s Gospel reading is comparable to the Story of  Creation in 

Genesis. We should take note that this is the first incident in which Jesus 
preformed a miraculous act and it was the cleansing of  evil spirit. We have noticed 
in the Genesis story that, before God’s word was uttered, chaos rules the day. In 
the story of  Genesis, the authority of  divine word is encountered in the defeat of  
chaos and the subsequent creation of  the cosmos. In Mark, however, the authority 
of  the divine word is encountered concretely in the authority of  Jesus.  

 
In Mark’s incident, before Jesus performed this miracle of  healing, there was 

this prelude to the story. We are told that Jesus taught them as one having authority, 
and not as the scribes. And evoked the response, ‘What is this? A new teaching with 
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.’  

 
The authority of  God’s word as Jesus proclaimed it was evidenced by its very 

novelty. It was ‘not like the scribes’. That is, not according to expectations and 
traditions of  teaching within the Jewish community. It claims no precedents. In 
this sense it is just like the creation story.  

 
In the story of  creation, the divine authority was proved by its capacity to 

bring chaos to order. This knowledge of  divine authority is a matter of  faith. No 
one has witnessed God’s creation because humankind was created last in the 
creation order. However, in the story of  Jesus’ cleansing of  the evil spirit, the 
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divine authority was proved and witnessed, even evoked astonishment. The new 
teaching of  Jesus vindicated himself  to be God’s authority by vindicating and 
restoring the old creation. The possessed person was healed and restored to health 
as God intended in creation.  

 
How do we now recognize the authority of  God’s word in our lives? St. Paul 

tells us in 2 Corinthians 5.17, ‘If  anyone is in Christ, he or she is a new creation, 
behold, the old has passed and the new has come.’ In other words, the authority of  
divine word impacts upon us in Jesus. It impacts us initially, when we hear Jesus’ 
call, ‘Come and follow me.’ This is good news, not that we will go to heaven when 
we die. It is good news because our chaotic lives have been changed and renewed. 
And in the course of  our following him, we constantly hear Jesus comforting us, 
‘I’ll be always with you, till the close of  the age.’ No other authority of  any kind 
can ever utter such powerful words. Not even parental authority, let alone political 
authority. How do we know these words of  Jesus have the divine authority? 
Because it is uttered by the risen Lord. That is to say, anyone already living in the 
new creation is able to recognize the authority of  God through the words of  Jesus. 
The authority of  Scripture is not a dry and speculative doctrine. It is a matter of  
living in new creation. 

 
Any talk of  authority must be oriented towards salvation. That is to say, 

whenever the issue of  God’s authority is raised, it has to do with Christ dying for 
the world. Secular authority is often power oriented. But God’s authority is 
manifested in the death of  Jesus Christ. Jesus said in John’s Gospel: For this reason 
the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it 
from me, but I lay it down of  my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.’ (John 10.18) 

 
To encounter God’s authority in a practical way really means to encounter 

with Scripture. And to encounter with Scripture means to encounter what God 
has done in and through Jesus Christ. Holy Scripture, in bearing witness to God’s 
deed of  salvation, is nothing less than God’s own witness to himself. We are 
therefore summoned to read the Scriptures with faith. The faith demanded of  us is 
no more and no less than faith in the saving work of  God attested in Scripture. 

 
 


