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Last Sunday we looked at Jesus’ Baptism in the Gospel of  Mark. And I 
posed the question whether we know God’s delight and share with it. This 
Sunday we read from John’s Gospel what happened after this event. Let me 
pose another question: Do we know we have been given a new name and 
what does it entail? John’s Gospel has something profound to tell us; as soon 
as John saw Jesus, he declared, ‘God’s lamb, taking away the world’s sin.’ 
Every Sunday we sing these words in our Eucharist service, but do we ever 
ask: how come John immediately knew this? Well, he tells us himself. It was 
something that happened at Jesus’ baptism. 

 
 The actual baptism of  Jesus isn’t recorded in John’s Gospel as in the 
Synoptic Gospels. But it seems that the writer of  John’s Gospel assumes that 
his readers know what’s happening in the actual baptism.  
 
 This is the evidence John tells us: Jesus is the One upon whom God’s 
spirit comes down and rests. And this means that He is the One who will 
baptize not just with water, like John the Baptist, but with the Holy Spirit.  
 
 John the Baptist is telling us that one of  the important things Jesus has 
come to do is to give the Holy Spirit to His followers. Reading John’s Gospel 
seems to require readers’ patience because it is only in the final scenes do we 
know the Spirit is given to the followers. But it is only when the Lamb of 
God has been killed for the world’s sins can the Spirit of  the living God be 
poured out on His people. So, on the evening of  the first Easter Day, Jesus 
breathes on His disciples, giving them His own Spirit to be theirs (20.21-23). 
It is on this evidence, John the Baptist then declares that Jesus is ‘the son of  
God’. By this time, you will be able to say, the first and most obvious 
meaning this phrase has is ‘the Messiah’. Imagine yourself  as the eager Jews 
coming to John for baptism; you realize that you would understand the 
phrase to mean that Jesus was the Messiah, the true King, who would free 
Israel from pagan domination.  
 
 The Jews thought they were fervently looking for the messiah. Andrew’s 
saying epitomizes that kind of  sentiment and excitement, ‘We have found 
the Messiah!’ But little did they know that the Messiah was looking for them 
as well.  
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 The story of  Andrew, Peter and the unnamed friend looking for the 
messiah reveals another important job the Messiah comes to do. Andrew 
and Simon are looking for the messiah and they think they’ve found him. 
Jesus is looking for followers, and when He finds them, He gives them a new 
name and a new vocation. Simon becomes ‘the Rock’, an important but 
dangerous name. John’s first readers, when they encountered this story, 
would sense Jesus calling them and renaming them too. Likewise, this 
morning as we read this story, in the hope of  finding out more about Jesus 
as the messiah, we may also discover that He is simultaneously coming to 
find us. And perhaps to give us a new name. 
 
 And the new name every follower of  Jesus must bear is ‘Israel’. Some of 
us may be surprised to know that we have been given this new name. Last 
Sunday the Old Testament reading is on the first song of  the Suffering 
Servant of  the Lord in the book of  Isaiah. Our question to the prophet is 
always ‘Who is the Servant?’ Israel, replies the prophet (Isaiah 49.3). But the 
harder question we may have to ask is: Who is Israel?  
 
 Some naturally refer the nation as a whole. Others regard the remnant, 
that is to say, the survivors of  the captivity. But in the Old Testament some 
would want to identify an individual who is a descendant of  David.  
 
 Many Christians immediately add Jesus to the answer. Some more 
theological minded Christians go further by adding apostles to the list. But 
that is not the full answer. The New Testament also tells us the answer must 
include every believer. I hope we understand the significance of  this answer. 
 
 So often we tend to think that Jesus, and to some lesser extent His 
apostles, have fulfilled the demanding servant vocation, and therefore we 
have nothing to do with it. The promise of  Isaiah still awaits fulfillment. If  
God’s justice and salvation are to reach four corners of  the world, it will be 
through servants, equipped with the spirit of  the Servant. I have already 
mentioned the giving of  the Spirit to the disciples on the eve of  first Easter 
Day. We can add the outpouring of  the Spirit on the whole early church on 
Pentecost Day. St Paul reminds us, by definition a Christian is a man filled 
with the Spirit. In other words, every spirit-filled Christian is also given the 
servant vocation. Today’s Old Testament reading of  Samuel being called by 
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Yahweh can in fact be every believer’s experience. Our response should be 
the same: Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening."  
 
 Servants of  the Lord in the New Testament are quite different from the 
secular servants of  kings and emperors. There is no such thing as koinonia 
between the king and his servants. Think of  the situation in White House 
for the last four years. In other words it cannot be called partnership. The 
king gives nothing but demands everything from the servants. That is how 
earthly servants of  king and emperor would have to behave.  
 
 Listen to what the apostle Paul says in today’s epistle reading. But 
anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. (6.17) That means we can 
claim all the privileges of  the Lord in our servant-hood business. 
 
 The servants of  the Lord with so many privileges enjoined to them sadly 
forget that fellowship with God has a dimension of  a business partnership. 
One of  the criticisms the world lays against the church, I believe is correct, 
that is to say, we have made the church into an exclusive club. In other 
words, we have forgotten that our partnership with God has a purpose. The 
church is not an exclusive club for its own members, it exists on earth in 
order to address the sin and pain of  the world with the love of  God unveiled 
on the cross. Later on in the epistle of  1 Corinthians, the apostle Paul calls 
on the Corinthian Christians to model on him as he on the Messiah. It is 
through the Messiah, the new humanity, the Second Adam, Paul tells us, the 
world’s wisdom and power has been overturned. By being in partnership 
with the Messiah, Paul challenges the Corinthian Christians to take up this 
servant-vocation. It still remains his challenge to us as we read these words 
today.  
 
 May we remind ourselves the excitement of  finding the Messiah must 
go hand in hand with being given a new name and a new vocation.  


