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 Last Sunday we spoke about the Advent Hope, which is hope in the 
night. This morning let us ask this question: How great is the Advent hope? 
Hope together with faith and love, as St. Paul says, are the three cardinal 
Christian virtues; yet often the impression is that Christians tend to belittle 
hope and glorify the other two virtues. I want to put forward this 
proposition to you: If  your God is small then your hope is also small. If  
your God is a great a glorious God, so is your hope great and glorious. It is 
rather to do with what you think of  God. In other words hope is directly 
proportionate to the greatness of  God. Advent hope is gloriously mighty 
because we believe in the almighty and majestic God. This is what this 
Sunday’s passages are all about. Furthermore, God’s greatness and majesty 
which relate so closely to Advent hope is a very down-to-earth business; it 
speaks how this hope is a comfort. Even among some Christians we tend to 
think of  hope in an intangible way. It is quite difficult for us to combine 
majesty with comfort. I suppose that is why today’s passages challenge us to 
rethink how we think of  God if  we want to hold fast to the hope of  
everlasting life. It wants us to realize that the more authoritative God is, the 
more tender comfort we can have in the Advent hope. 
 
 Let us come to Isaiah 40, this is one of  the most beautiful but important 
messages of  the entire Bible. First we must understand Isaiah 40 is 
addressed to a broken and disillusioned people, the exiles of  Israel. They 
have completely lost hope. So begins the prophet’s astonishing words: 
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God; speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that her warfare is finished, her penalty paid; she has received 
from YHWH’s hand double for all her sins.’ The greatness of  God does not 
detach Him from His people; it means, on the contrary, that He is close 
enough to comfort them, gentle enough to be their shepherd, strong enough 
to give them strength.  
 
 The chapter begins with the message of  comfort, and is then followed 
by the prophetic voice: In the wilderness prepare the way of  YHWH; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God…The glory of  YHWH shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of  YHWH has spoken. Last Sunday 
we considered hope in the night. The people of  God are in Babylon; but 
spiritually speaking they are in the wilderness, in no man’s land, they have 
no hope whatsoever. Listen what they say: Why do you say, O Jacob, and 
speak, O Israel, ‘My way is hidden from YHWH, and my right is disregarded by 
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my God’?  
 
 But in the wilderness, their God, the powerful and majestic God, will 
come to them again, come like a shepherd looking after His lambs, gently 
leading them. He will reveal His glory, and all flesh shall see it together. This 
is the good news the herald must tell: Get up to a high mountain, you herald 
of  good tidings to Zion; lift up your voice with strength, you herald of  good 
tidings to Jerusalem. Lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of  Judah: ‘Look! 
Here is your God!’ 
 
  Like the people of  Israel we have often got so used to our own present 
experience – our tragedy, our hopelessness that our God is somehow 
become so small that He can’t do any good. Perhaps at this time of  
pandemic, some Christians have questioned whether God is truly in control 
of  the whole universe. They don’t seem to see any sign of  order in the midst 
of  a chaotic pandemic. But the prophet unfolds before the people the 
greatness of  this God: He is the creator, the Lord of  the world, the gentle 
shepherd, the returning King. And the prophet says: Now, here is the one 
you can lean on. Here is the one you can trust. He has dealt with your sin, 
your failure, your tragedy. From now on He will reveal His glory, and He 
will reveal it in saving you and shepherding you. May we be challenged by 
this great message: to think of  God beyond our imagination.  
 
 The greatness of  God has another twist when we turn to Mark’s Gospel. 
Perhaps a naive understanding of  Mark’s beginning, with two Old 
Testament quotations, may sometimes question how he would regard that 
Isaiah’s prophecy has happened. Mark seems to be saying John is fulfilling it. 
But of  course, the Jews of  the time would answer it had not happened. They 
had returned from exile, but the great promises had not come true yet.  
 
 But remember Isaiah prophesied about how the exile would end: a 
herald would cry out to Jerusalem and all Judea that sins were now being 
forgiven – in other words, that the exile was coming to its end; and that 
Israel’s God Himself  would come and save her. Now listen to what Mark 
says. John came to the wilderness and called the people of  Jerusalem and all 
Judea to his baptism for the forgiveness of  sins; and of  how he spoke of  one 
coming after, the Mighty One. Anyone reading Mark with Isaiah, (this is 
exactly what we are doing this morning) knows what to expect. We expect 
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YHWH Himself, Israel’s God, the strong one, the creator of  heaven and 
earth, the gentle shepherd, the coming King. 
 
 With simplicity Mark turns our eyes to look at this great sight: we see 
Jesus. So the mighty one predicted by John the Baptist, attested by Isaiah 40, 
turns out to be Jesus. It is something one can’t imagine could have happened. 
It is like that moment in Revelation 5 when, looking for a lion, we discover a 
lamb.  
 
 And in Jesus, the Lamb, God’s glory has been revealed, for all flesh to 
see together. Glory is a word we often utter in worship but I think it quite 
difficult to grasp its true meaning at times. However, John 1:14 offers the 
best explanation. Glory is what you see when the inner truth of  God is 
revealed, when God’s own very self  is known, and so loved and adored. In 
the Gospel story, all the pictures about God as depicted in Isaiah: Jesus took 
them on one by one and fulfilled them. Christianity proclaims the good 
news: we can discover God precisely as we look at Jesus. There is nothing 
arrogant about this statement.  
 
 In one sense we are in the wilderness; our earthly journey is a 
wilderness trail. The Israelites encountered pandemic in the wilderness of  
pandemic, so do we in 2020 and beyond. It is, and will be, as tumultuous 
and earth-shattering as the Israelites experienced, and as 2 Peter 3 depicts. 
And when we do find ourselves actually in the wilderness, which may 
happen to any of  us at any time, I hope today’s message may come to your 
aid. When we find ourselves in exile, at a loss, crushed by circumstances, by 
our sins – then we suddenly hear a fresh word of  comfort. It is a comfort 
because it offers us healing and forgiveness, of  waiting for the Lord patiently, 
and discovering the greatness of  the Lord. We are then, as 2 Peter says, to 
remember the loving patience of  the Lord, and to see in that our salvation.   
  

 
How great is the Advent hope? 

 
1. Advent hope is gloriously mighty because we believe in the almighty and 

majestic God. 
2. The more authoritative God is the more tender comfort we can have in 

the Advent hope. 



Fr Ernest Chau’s Sermon for the Second Sunday of  Advent, 6 December 2020 
 
3. Isaiah 40 is addressed to a broken and disillusioned people, the exiles of  

Israel. They have completely lost hope. So begins the comfort message. 
4. The greatness of  God does not detach Him from His people; it means, on 

the contrary, that He is close enough to comfort them, gentle enough to 
be their shepherd, strong enough to give them strength.  

5. The people of  God are in Babylon; but spiritually speaking they are in 
the wilderness, in no man’s land, they have no hope whatsoever. 

6. But in the wilderness, their God, the powerful and majestic God, will 
come to them again, comes like a shepherd looking after his lambs, 
gently leading them. 

7. The people of  Israel got so used to their own present experience – tragedy, 
hopelessness that their God is somehow become so small that he can’t do 
any good. 

8. The prophet unfolds before the people the greatness of  this God: He is 
the creator, the Lord of  the world, the gentle shepherd, the returning 
King. 

9. The beginning of  Mark seems to be saying John is fulfilling the prophecy 
of  Isaiah 40. But of  course, the Jews of  the time would answer it had not 
happened. 

10. Isaiah prophesied about how the exile would end: a herald would cry 
out to Jerusalem and all Judea that sins were now being forgiven. 

11. Mark says John came to the wilderness and called the people of  
Jerusalem and all Judea to his baptism for the forgiveness of  sins; and 
how he spoke of  one coming after, the Mighty One. 

12. Anyone reading Mark with Isaiah knows what to expect: YHWH 
himself, Israel’s God, the strong one, the creator of  heaven and earth, the 
gentle shepherd, the coming King. 

13. The mighty one predicted by John the Baptist, attested by Isaiah 40, 
turns out to be Jesus. 

14. And in Jesus, God’s glory has been revealed, for all flesh to see together. 
15. In the gospel story, all the pictures about God as depicted in Isaiah: 

Jesus took and fulfilled them. 
16. When we find ourselves in exile, at a loss, crushed by circumstances, our 

by our sins – then we suddenly hear a fresh word of  comfort. 


