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 Jesus said to his disciples, ‘For what will it profit a person if  he gains the 
whole world but forfeits his life?’ The irony is that Jesus has to forfeit his life in 
order to gain a new world for his followers. The apostle Paul told the 
Roman Christians, ‘Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed…’ Is 
Jesus’ world the same as Paul’s world? This morning we are challenged to 
reflect on our relationship with the world. It is a matter of  death and life. 
The expression ‘the world’ even in the New Testament is quite ambivalent. 
John’s Gospel has a great deal to say about the world. On the one hand, ‘the 
world’ is the place where evil commits itself  to oppose the good. On the 
other hand, it is God’s creation and God saw it and loved and still loves it so 
much so He sent His only begotten son to dwell in it, but the world would 
not receive him.  
 

The cross that Jesus asked his disciples to ‘take up and follow’ him is 
none other than his own Cross. Which means that the conflict in which 
Jesus engaged and which led to his death was not a conflict between two 
independent forces: between the principle of  goodness and the principle of  
evil, (as depicted in the Star Wars movies). It is a myth. The cross of  Christ, 
as much as our cross that we are required to carry in our daily life, is a 
conflict between the true and false forms of  one reality. The death of  Christ 
shows us the outcome of  the encounter between the true human life and the 
false and distorted human life, between the order of  creation as God gave it 
to be lived and known, and the distorted and fallen image of  it in which 
humankind has lived since Adam and Eve. We confess in the crucifixion 
that God vindicated the true against the false but that does not alter the fact 
that the corrupted order had itself  the tendency and the capacity to destroy 
the uncorrupted, and so defend itself  against all correction or amendment.  

 
Hence the sad reality of  evil still exists in its menacing state in the world. 

When Jesus said, ‘For what will it profit them if  they gain the whole world but 
forfeit their life?’ he is telling us it is impossible for the true to live alongside 
the false within the world. The meaning of  ‘to carry the cross,’ in the light 
of  the resurrection, is that joyful and obedient participation cannot continue 
freely in the world until Jesus’ coming again. Conflict and disobedience still 
exist in the world. One must choose: carrying the cross or living in the 
fanciful world in disobedience. We are not invited now to live in the created 
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world as though there had been no cross. Neither are we to live in full 
participation of  the new creation. 
 
 Since we have not, like Jesus, reached heaven, our relation with God has 
the world attached to it. And strangely enough, it is through living in the 
world, that we can work out what God’s will is, what is good, acceptable 
and complete. In other words, I cannot, as it were, go to another planet, 
such as the moon or Mars, to find out what God’s will is for my life.  
 

The world we live in is a place full of  temptations. One temptation we 
easily fall into is the latest fashion. If  you don’t know what fashion is, see 
what kind of  face masks people now put on! It has become the latest fashion. 
Fashion builds on the idea of  change. Do you not notice in the last decade 
or so, people wear jeans with large cracks or holes in it! You may say, 
‘What’s wrong with that? I’ve got the money. I have every right to wear it for 
whatever purpose.’ The subtlety of  fashion of  the present age is that our 
minds are being drawn to it like a magnet to iron filings. If  I have got money, 
am past the age of  pregnancy, which is a created good from holy matrimony, 
what is wrong to employ a surrogate mother to bear a child for me? If  my 
wife suddenly discovers she’s pregnant, totally against our planning, what’s 
wrong with abortion? Everyone does it without a qualm. Are we really 
living in the words of  Jesus: ‘Take up your cross and follow me?’ Or do we 
let the world dictate to us how we should think and indeed what we should 
think, and tell us what we can and can’t have.  

 
In Galatians 1.4 Paul calls this world ‘the present evil age’. Paul and the 

other early Christians believed that world history was divided into ‘the 
present age’, characterized by rebellion against God and the corruption and 
death which result, and ‘the age to come’, in which God would give new life 
to the world and humankind, where justice, joy and peace fills the entire 
creation. Christ’s resurrection has in fact shown us the age to come has 
already begun. But too often we let the present world dictate our thinking 
and behaving. The present world is not completely evil but certainly there 
are many fashions which subtly seduce us to do things according to their 
ways.  
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 St Paul tells us to resist the temptations of  the present age, conforming 
to the latest fashions; we must let our minds be transformed. I think many 
Christians find this transformation difficult to comprehend. Many 
Christians live as dualists. They believe they have to live up to something 
like Christian standards while still thinking the way the rest of  the world 
thinks. Although Christians live in the present evil age and, at the same time, 
live in the age to come, we cannot be dualists. A Christian mind must be 
transformed so that we know we are now actually living in the new creation. 
But how can the mind be transformed? John’s Gospel tells us the risen Jesus 
breathed on the disciples and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’ In 
other words, it is the Holy Spirit that is constantly renewing and reminding 
us the mind has been transformed. Hence we must live not conforming to 
the present age’s thinking. That is what Christian maturity is all about. Our 
mind is awake, alert, not content to be following the fashion of  the day; 
instead we decide to live a different way of  life. 
 
 To live a different way of  life is hard because we will be taunted and 
despised by the present age. But what is the true meaning of  life: to enjoy 
the latest fashion, or rather, to enjoy living in Jesus’ presence?  
 
 Living is not just thinking. Living means the whole self  committing, 
body and mind together, to follow Jesus. In v. 1 of  today’s Epistle, St Paul 
uses a rather shocking idea. In order to enjoy living in Jesus’ presence we 
must lay ourselves on the altar like a sacrifice in the Temple. But the 
difference between yourselves as sacrifice and the sacrificial animal is this: 
the animal has no idea it is to die as a sacrifice, but your transformed mind 
becomes your will to sacrifice yourselves to God.  In other words, you are 
willing to offer yourselves to God. Why can you do that? Because your 
renewed and transformed mind now makes you think and see clearly what 
God has done to your sins through the death and resurrection of  Jesus. If  
Jesus offered himself  as a sacrifice for our sins and rose from death to give 
us new life, we therefore have to put our life in the present age to death, in 
order that we can live single-mindedly in the age to come. 
 
 What is the will of  God – what is good, acceptable and complete? Who 
can ever truly live in such a way that he has put his life to death in the 
present age and live single-mindedly in the presence of  God? Not you and 
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me but our Lord Jesus. And so, if  he has done it then it is in Him we also 
know what is the will of  God –what is good, acceptable and complete. Let 
us be clear ‘What is the will of  God – what is good, acceptable and 
complete’ is not something we can manage and achieve in this life, as the 
rich young ruler foolishly imagined. It is the absolute demand of  God; none 
of  us can achieve it, only Christ has fulfilled it.  
 
 Although we know that we can never in this life fulfill the absolute 
demand of  God, our transforming and renewing minds do recognize that, in 
order to live in the age to come, we must gladly embrace it. It will never be a 
burden to us; in fact, it is always a joy to ‘love God with your heart, with 
your soul, with your mind, and with your strength,’ and also a pleasure to 
‘love your neighbour as yourself.’ This is indeed the will of  God that Jesus 
has fulfilled and shown us why God’s will is good, acceptable and complete.  
 
 May I never boast of  anything except the cross of  our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.  
 


