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 So far I have not spoken on Psalms in my preaching ministry at St. John’s 
Gordon.  
 

This morning I want to rectify it. And in the following few Sundays I would 
like to share with you a few Psalms. Let me give an introduction. A large part of  
the Old Testament is pure poetry, by reading it we come near to the secrets of  the 
inner life of  a people in its quest for God and in its relationship to Him.  

 
Greatest of  all is the great collection of  the Book of  Psalms. Very few of  the 

Psalms can be adequately dated. The earliest may be as early as the time of  David, 
the latest probably belong to the Maccabean age in the 2nd century B.C. Many of  
the Psalms are closely connected with the worship of  the temple, and reveal to us 
that the worship was no mere formal round of  sacrifices, but that it was linked to 
some of  the deepest experiences of  the people, whether as individuals or as a 
nation. We find here the expression of  every possible aspect of  religious 
experience: from despair, conflict, profound penitence, through philosophic 
questioning to hope, and thence, through quiet confidence in God to the highest 
expressions of  pure praise and adoration. The Psalms have always been the Prayer 
Book of  the Christian Church; if  we wish to learn to pray, there is no better 
method than to study the Psalms carefully, and to use them as the expression of  
personal devotion. 

 
I suppose I should begin with Psalm 1. However, since the appointed Psalm 

for this morning service is Psalm 119:57-64, let me begin with this stanza. Among 
all the Psalms one of  the best known and best loved is Psalm 119. It is a very long 
Psalm indeed, 176 verses altogether. I suspect most of  us would have known or 
quoted this famous bible verse, ‘Thy word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light on 
my path’, but I guess many would not know that it comes from Psalm 119. It is the 
longest Psalm in the entire book, but it is also renowned for its poetic structure. 
Psalm 119 is an alliterative poem, with one stanza for each letter of  the Hebrew 
alphabet. That is to say, it has twenty-two stanzas.  

 
 Anyone who mediates on Psalm 119 will surely notice the constant 
association of  the law (and all its synonyms) with life, health, delight and 
well-being. However, a person’s life, health and well-being are changeable things; 
that is to say, death is always a living reality. The one and only unchangeable thing 
that a person can possess is, as the Psalmist declares in v.89, ‘your word, O Lord, 
is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens’. If  we want to face future without feeling 
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insecure, we must always let the word of  God or the Law be our point of  reference. 
The meaning of  Law in Psalm 119 as salvation predominates over every other 
thought. Today’s appointed Psalm in our service happens to be the eighth stanza 
of  119, which is verses 57-64:  
 
 My portion is Yahweh: I promise to keep thy words. 
 I entreat thy face with all my heart; be gracious to me according to thy promise. 
 I have considered my way, and turn my feet to thy testimonies. 
 I hasten and do not delay to keep thy commandments. 
 The cords of the wicked ensnare me, but I do not forget thy law. 
 At midnight I rise to praise thee because of  thy righteous ordinances. 
 A companion I am of  all who fear thee, of  those who keep thy precepts. 
 Thy steadfast love fills the earth, Yahweh; thy statues do thou teach me. 
 
 I have conducted pilgrimage to Holy Land and also followed the footsteps of  
Paul’s missionary journeys. Some anti-traditional Christians might still question 
whether we should embrace and talk about pilgrimage on earth. But in this 
precious eighth stanza of  Psalm 119, we discover the poet is a pilgrim and not a 
traditional pilgrim as we would have thought. He is one engaged in perpetual 
travel. 
 
 The poet opens the stanza by informing us he is without land, referring 
himself  to the formula that used to apply to the Levites: ‘their portion is Yahweh.’ 
He said, ‘My landholdings is the Lord, for I have promised to keep your words.’ 
What is most precious to the poet is not tribal or family allotment, but the 
covenant he has made with the Lord – for I have promised to keep your words. In other 
words, what he possesses is the Law of  the covenant that he treasures most. It is 
not the land that is the divine gift but the Law which makes him what he is – a 
chosen people of  God. Lately the Anglican Archbishop of  Hong Kong, Paul 
Kwong, who was ordained with me at the same time, wrote an open letter to 
Church Times in the United Kingdom, arguing that why he supports the newly 
introduced law of  national security in Hong Kong. He is utterly wrong. He should 
remind the Christians in Hong Kong that their landholding is the Lord, not Hong 
Kong and China. Their security is not in national security law but the Word of  
God. It is not China that is the divine gift but Jesus Christ who makes Hong Kong 
Christians what they are - chosen people of  God. 
 
 



Fr Ernest Chau’s Sermon for Trinity 7, 26 July 2020 

3 
 

 For the rest of  the stanza, we see the poet as a travelling pilgrim, I have sought 
thy face with all my heart; be gracious to me according to thy promise (v.58). Where do 
Jewish pilgrims go to entreat the face of  the Lord? Of course Jerusalem. But is our 
Poet doing really the same thing? We have to wait to the end of  the stanza to know 
the answer. 
 
 But as a pilgrim, he has studied his route and also planned his journey: I have 
considered my way, and turn my feet to thy testimonies (v.59). And he wasted no time: I 
hasten and do not delay to keep thy commandments (v.60). He encounters unwelcome 
delay, but keeps pressing on: The cords of  the wicked ensnare me, but I do not forget thy 
law (v.61). He has risen from his hotel bed in the small hours to make an early start 
and this is very likely when he does most of  his poetic composition: At midnight I 
rise to praise thee because of  thy righteous ordinances (v.62). Lacking a settled home, he 
has no regular society for support, however, he has found travelling companions of  
one mind with him on the same God-fearing road: A companion am I of  all who fear 
thee, of  those who keep thy precepts (v.63).  
 
 And then at the climax, where we expect him to reach Jerusalem, he discovers 
that his journeying is endless, for the whole world is the place where the Lord 
makes himself  known: Thy steadfast love fills the earth, o Lord; thy statutes do thou 
teach me (v.64). The point of  the arrival is the discovery the whole earth is full of  
Yahweh’s steadfast love. The simplicity of  the final refrain is especially powerful: 
what more has the poet to do at the climax of  his journey than to learn, as he 
always does, Yahweh’s statues?  
 
 Therefore, it is in our pilgrimage on earth we encounter the Lord, and it is also 
in our pilgrimage we constantly learn the word of  God. The New Testament 
example is the couple on the road to Emmaus on the first Easter. 
 
 However, as we study the eighth stanza, we are told in our pilgrimage to learn 
God’s words, God’s promise, God’s testimonies, God’s commandments, God’s 
Law, God’s righteous ordinances, God’s precepts and God’s statues. This is 
because we have to face the world and the unknown future as we journey on. They 
are not different things but the living Word of  God. And as the living Word of  
God it has different functions to enable us to face the changing world and the 
unknown future so that we will never lose sight of  whom we follow.  
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Well said by a perceptive preacher: 
 

‘Thy word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light on my path’.  
 
"It will be a descriptive word that tells us of  the world into which we must act. 
  
It will be a commanding word, directing us to the action we are to perform.  
 
It will be a reconciling word, accommodating our act to its context in the world.  
 
It will be a word of  judgment, displaying what is "right" in the world in which we 
are to act.  
 
It will be a prophetic word, disclosing that act which is in the purposes of  God.  
 
It will be a reasonable word, illuminating the practical logic of  our situation. 
 
It will be a saving word, delivering us from the “self-destruction” of  acting 
wrongly. 
  
It will be a condemning word, excluding the “way of  self-destruction." 

 
The Archbishop of  Hong Kong has committed a serious blunder by listening 

to man-made law, instead of  listening to the living Word of  God. May we not 
make the same blunder. 

 
 


