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THE ORDER OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Entrance 
 
Hymn 132 tune 408i (New English Hymnal)  

 

See the Conqueror mounts in triumph, 
 See the King in royal state 
Riding on the clouds his chariot 
 To his heavenly palace gate; 
Hark! the choirs of angel voices 
 Joyful alleluyas sing, 
And the portals high are lifted 
 To receive their heavenly King. 

Who is this that comes in glory, 
 With the trump of jubilee? 
Lord of battles, God of armies, 
 He has gained the victory; 
He who on the cross did suffer, 
 He who from the grave arose, 
He has vanquished sin and Satan, 
 He by death has spoiled his foes. 

Thou hast raised our human nature 
 In the clouds to God's right hand; 
There we sit in heavenly places, 
 There with thee in glory stand; 
Jesus reigns, adored by angels; 
 Man with God is on the throne; 
Mighty Lord, in thine ascension 
 We by faith behold our own. 

 



Ascension Day, 21 May 2020 

2 |  
 

Glory be to God the Father; 
 Glory be to God the Son, 
Dying, risen, ascending for us, 
 Who the heavenly realm has won; 
Glory to the Holy Spirit; 
 To One God in persons Three; 
Glory both in earth and heaven, 
 Glory, endless glory be. Amen. 

Christopher Wordsworth 1807- 85 

Acclamation 
 
 In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
Greeting 
 
The priest greets the people 
 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Christ is risen, Alleluia 
He is risen indeed, Alleluia. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
    
Prayers of Penitence 
 
Since we have a great high priest, who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us draw near with a true heart, in full 
assurance of faith, and make our confession to the Lord. 
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All sit or kneel 
 

Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do: we 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbor as ourselves; we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
The priest says this or another absolution  

 
May the Almighty and merciful God have mercy on you,  pardon 
you, and forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, grant 
you time for amendment of life, and give you grace and strength to 
grow in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal. 
Amen 
 
Kyrie Eleison  
 
All sing  
 

Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
 
All stand to sing 

Gloria in excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
 Lord God, Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
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 you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
 receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 
The Collect of the day is said  

Let us pray. 
The congregation sits or kneels 

The Collect 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Saviour Jesus Christ ascended 
far above all heavens that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us 
faith to perceive that, according to his promise, he abides with his 
Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in 
glory everlasting.  Amen 
 
All sit for the Readings 

 
THE WORD OF GOD 

  
The First Reading is taken from the Acts of the Apostles, 
  Chapter 1, beginning to read from the 1st verse 
 
In the first book, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught 
until the day he was taken up, after giving instructions through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. He presented himself 
alive to them by many proofs after he had suffered, appearing to them 
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While 
meeting with them, he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for “the promise of the Father about which you have heard 
me speak; for John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
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When they had gathered together they asked him, “Lord, are you at 
this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He answered them, 
“It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has 
established by his own authority. But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in  
Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” When he had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him from their sight. While they were looking 
intently at the sky as he was going, suddenly two men dressed in white 
garments stood beside them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you 
standing there looking at the sky? This Jesus who has been taken up 
from you into heaven will return in the same way as you have seen 
him going into heaven.” 
 
After the reading 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Gradual Psalm, Psalm 47 
 
Sung by the cantor alone, the congregation seated 

 
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for 
the Lord. 
All you peoples, clap your hands, 
shout to God with cries of gladness, 
For the LORD, the Most High, the awesome, 
is the great king over all the earth. 
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for 
the Lord. 
 
God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; 
the LORD, amid trumpet blasts. 
Sing praise to God, sing praise; 
sing praise to our king, sing praise. 
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for 
the Lord. 
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For king of all the earth is God; 
sing hymns of praise. 
God reigns over the nations, 
God sits upon his holy throne. 
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for 
the Lord.  

                                                 

The Second Reading is taken from the First Epistle of Saint  
 Paul to the Ephesians, Chapter 1, beginning at the 17th verse 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation resulting in knowledge of him. May 
the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, that you may know what is the 
hope that belongs to his call, what are the riches of glory in his in-
heritance among the holy ones, and what is the surpassing greatness of 
his power for us who believe, in accord with the exercise of his great 
might, which he worked in Christ, raising him from the dead and 
seating him at his right hand in the heavens, far above every 
principality, authority, power, and dominion, and every name that is 
named not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all 
things beneath his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 
church, which is his body, the fullness of the one who fills all things in 
every way. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Gospel Acclamation is sung 

 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; 
I am with you always, until the end of the world. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, 
 Chapter 28, beginning to read at the 16th verse. 
 
The deacon or priest makes the Sign of the Cross on the book and, together with the people, on his 
forehead, lips, and breast. At the same time the people acclaim 

 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 
had ordered them. When they saw him, they worshiped, but they 
doubted. Then Jesus approached and said to them, “All power in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the 
end of the age.” 
 
After the Gospel 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 
A sermon or homily is given 

 
The Profession of Faith 
 
All say or sing the profession of faith. Bow or genuflect at the words of the incarnation 
 

We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father, 



Ascension Day, 21 May 2020 

8 |  
 

 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, 
 of one being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
   and the life of the world to come. Amen  

 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 
With all our heart, and with all our mind, for the peace which is from 
above and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
The people kneel. At the conclusion of each intercession the following is used 
 

Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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Hear us Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, world without end. Amen 

 
THE EUCHARIST 

 
The Greeting of Peace 
 
The priest introduces the greeting in these or other suitable words, the people standing 

  
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, Peace 
be with you. Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. 
 
We are the body of Christ. 
His Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
The Offertory: Preparation of the Gifts 

Offertory Hymn 295, sung by cantor alone (New English Hymnal) 

. 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
For with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
Our full homage to demand. 
 
King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
As of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, 
In the body and the blood: 
He will give to all the faithful 
His own self for heavenly food. 
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Rank on rank the host of heaven 
Spreads its vanguard on the way, 
As the Light of light descendeth 
From the realms of endless day, 
That the powers of hell may vanish 
As the darkness clears away. 
 
At his feet the six-winged seraph; 
Cherubim with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the Presence, 
As with ceaseless voice they cry, 
Alleluya, Alleluya, 
Alleluya, Lord most high! 

Liturgy of St James 
Tr Gerard Moultrie 1829-85 

 
 
The gifts of the people are presented, and the bread and wine are placed on the Altar. These prayers may 
be said 

 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life.  
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become our spiritual drink. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
The priest completes additional personal preparatory rites, and then the priest makes the following invitation to 
prayer 

 
Pray, brethren that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, the 
almighty Father. 
 
The people reply 
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May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
for the praise and glory of his name, 
for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 
The following may be said  
 
Gracious God, whose Son has entered once for all into the Holy Place, 
welcome us as we draw near with these gifts, and by this Eucharist 
continue to fulfil your purpose to gather up all things in Christ, who is 
Lord for ever and ever. Amen 
 
The People stand 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer  
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, it is our duty, our joy and our salvation,  at all times 
and in all places to give you thanks and praise, O Lord, holy Father, 
heavenly King, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ, your 
only Son, our Lord.  
 
You have set him upon the glorious throne of your kingdom, exalted 
far above all peoples, all places, all times, eternally; that he who has 
worn our nature and carried our humanity into the innermost 
sanctuary, should pour gifts from heaven upon his brothers and sisters, 
and be both righteous judge, and most merciful intercessor. The joy of 
the resurrection and ascension renews the whole world. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising 
you and singing, 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The People kneel 

 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the fountain of all holiness. Let your Spirit 
come upon these gifts to make them holy, so that they may become for 
us the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
Before he was given up to death, a death he freely accepted, he took 
bread and gave you thanks. He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, 
and said: Take this, all of you, and eat it; this is my body which will be 
given up for you. 
 
When supper was ended, he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks 
and praise, gave the cup to his disciples, and said: Take this, all of you, 
and drink from it; this is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and 
everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may 
be forgiven. Do this in memory of me. 
 
Memorial Acclamation. 
After the words of institution, when the priest has replaced the chalice on the Altar and genuflected. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free. 
You are the Savior of the world. 

 
In memory of his death and resurrection, Father, we offer you this life-
giving bread, this saving cup. We thank you for counting us worthy to 
stand in your presence and serve you. May all of us who share in the 
body and blood of Christ be brought together in unity by the Holy 
Spirit.  
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Lord, remember your Church throughout the world; make us grow in 
love, together with Glenn our bishop and all the clergy. Remember our 
departed brothers and sisters who have gone to their rest in the hope of 
rising again; bring them and all the departed into the light of your 
presence.Have mercy on us all; make us worthy to share eternal life 
with Mary, the virgin Mother of God, with the apostles, and with all 
the saints who have done your will throughout the ages. May we 
praise you in union with them, and give you glory through your Son, 
Jesus Christ.  
 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, we 
worship you, Father eternal, in songs of never-ending praise: 
 
Blessing, and honour, and glory and power, are yours for ever, and 
ever. Amen 
 
The Communion 
 
The Lord's Prayer is said or sung 

Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Saviour 
gave us: 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for 
ever. Amen 
 
The priest says 

 
As this broken bread was once many grains, 
which have been gathered together and made one bread: 
so may your Church be gathered 
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.  
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Agnus Dei is said or sung as the priest breaks the consecrated Host 

 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God. you take away the sins of the world:  
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
 grant us your peace. 
 
The Priest invites the people to receive Holy Communion, he genuflects, takes the Host and, holding it 
slightly raised above the paten or above the chalice and says aloud: 

 
This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper.  
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
This prayer is said  
 
We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We 
are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear 
Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, So that our sinful bodies 
may be made clean by His body, and our souls washed through His 
most precious blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in 
us. Amen 
 
Come let us take this holy Sacrament of the body and blood of Christ 
and feed on him in our hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The priest and other communicants receive Holy Communion  

 
The body of Christ. Amen 
The blood of Christ. Amen 
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The Prayer after Communion 

 
Father, in this Eucharist we touch the divine life you give the world. 
Help us to follow Christ with love to eternal life where he is Lord for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The people say 

 
Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and 
work to your praise and glory. Amen  
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Christ our exalted King pour upon you his abundant gifts and bring 
you to reign with him in glory; and the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son,  and the Holy Spirit, come down upon you and 
remain with you always. Amen 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen 

 

Recessional Hymn 134 (New English Hymnal) 

 
The head that once was crowned with thorns 
  Is crowned with glory now: 
A royal diadem adorns 
  The mighty victor's brow. 
 
The highest place that heaven affords 
  Is his, is his by right, 
The King of kings and Lord of lords, 
  And heaven's eternal light; 
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The joy of all who dwell above, 
  The joy of all below, 
To whom he manifests his love, 
  And grants his name to know. 
 
To them the cross, with all its shame. 
  With all its grace is given: 
Their name an everlasting name, 
  Their joy the joy of heaven. 
 
They suffer with their Lord below, 
  They reign with him above, 
Their profit and their joy to know 
  The mystery of his love. 
 
The cross he bore is life and health, 
  Though shame and death to him; 
His people's hope, his people's wealth, 
  Their everlasting theme. 
  

Thomas Kelly 1769-1854 
 


