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 THE ORDER OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Entrance 
 
All stand 

 
Hymn 33 (DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, New English Hymnal)  

  
All sing 

 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Priest:  
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, we have waited for the coming of 
Christ throughout the Season of Advent. 
 
Our wait is over! 
 
People/Priest: 
The Messiah has come! 
Our watch is ended. 
Our deliverer is here. 
Our wish is fulfilled. 
A Saviour is born. 
Our worship is complete. 
Emmanuel, God is with us. 
  
Priest:    
Advent hope moves us, Advent peace stills us,  
Advent joy stirs us, Advent love leads us: 
To affirm Jesus as our King and Saviour! 
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People:   
It is time to set the flame to this Advent affirmation by lighting 
the Christ Candle. 
 
Priest:  
Why light a candle that will burn out? 
  
People:     
This candle represents Christ.  
It is Christ who is the promised light of the world.  
We are filled with the new light  
by the coming of God’s Word among us.  
That light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness shall not overcome it.  
 
May the light of faith represented by this candle  
shine in our words and actions. 
  
Priest:    
Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in Heaven. 
 
Candle Lighters:  
In faith, we light this Christ candle, affirming our acceptance into 
our hearts of Jesus, Son of God, Son of Man, Saviour forever.  
 
Priest:  
You see before you the Christ candle burning. What is your 
response? 
 
People:   
We believe that Jesus is the Son of God. 
He was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea.  
He was the long-awaited Messiah  
whose coming was prophesied. 
This same Jesus lives today in our hearts  
He deserves our highest commitment.  
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In Jesus Christ, our hope is fulfilled,  
our peace is sealed, our joy complete,  
and our love is consummated. 
 
Priest:  
Rejoice. a Saviour is born! 
  
People:  
A Saviour is born indeed  
O Come, Let us adore Him. 
 
The priest continues: 

 
Father, today the Saviour is born and those who live in darkness are 
seeing a great light. Help us, who greet the birth of Christ with joy 
to live in the light off your Son, and to share the good news of your 
love. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the Light who has come into 
the world. 
 
Lord Jesus, Light of Light, you have come among us. Help us 
who live by your light to shine as lights in your world. Glory to 
God in the highest. 
  
The Sanctuary party move to the Christmas Tree 

 
In the beginning you gave us the tree of life; 
We come to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
On the tree of the cross you took away our sins; 
We come to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
You are the new branch of the tree of David,  
 bringing hope to all peoples; 
We come to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
The Sanctuary party move to the crib 

 
Today you will know that the Lord is coming to save us: and in the 
morning you will see his glory. Hear the words of the Prophet 
Isaiah: The Lord himself will give you a sign. It is this: the maiden 
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is with child and will soon give birth to a son whom she will call 
Emmanuel, a name which means “God is with us.” 
 
Let us pray that God our Father will bless this crib, and that all who 
worship his Son, born of the Virgin Mary, may come to share his 
life in glory.  
 
In the faith of Christ, and in your name, O God most holy, we 
hallow this crib of Christmas, to set before the eyes of your children 
the great love and humility of Jesus Christ your only Son; who for 
us, and our salvation came down at this time from heaven, and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary his mother, and was 
made man; to whom with you and the same Spirit be all honour, 
majesty, glory and worship, now until the ages of ages. Amen. 
  
Tonight, we celebrate the fulfilment of the prophecy: 
“Look! The virgin will conceive a child! 
 She will give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel, 
 which means ‘God is with us.’”  

Matthew 1:21 

 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and  
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
All sit or kneel 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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‘Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind, and with all your strength’. Jesus said: “This is 
the great and first commandment. And the second is like it: you 
shall love your neighbour as yourself.’   
 
All sing, while kneeling: 

 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pause for self-examination 
 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God’s 
forgiveness: 
 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against 
you in thought, word and dead, and in what we have failed to do: 
we have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbours as ourselves; we repent, and are sorry for all our 
sins. Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love and obey you in 
newness of life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
The priest says this or another absolution: 

 
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to 
him in faith: pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life: through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 
All stand to sing  

 
Gloria in Excelsis 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth.  
 



Christmas Eve Service of Holy Communion, 2021 

6 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
  we worship you, we give you thanks,  
  we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world: 
  have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
  receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
  you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
The Collect of the day is said 
 
Let us pray. 
 
All sit or kneel 

 
The Collect 
 
Let us pray that the light of Christ may shine in our hearts. 
 
Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine with the 
brightness of your one true light: bring us, who have known the 
revelation of that light on earth, to see the radiance of your heavenly 
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
  
The First Reading is taken from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah  

Chapter 9, beginning to read from the 1st verse 
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The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon 
those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone. You have 
brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing, as they rejoice 
before you as at the harvest, as people make merry when dividing 
spoils. For the yoke that burdened them, the pole on their shoulder, 
and the rod of their taskmaster you have smashed, as on the day of 
Midian. For every boot that tramped in battle, every cloak rolled in 
blood, will be burned as fuel for flames. For a child is born to us, a 
son is given us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. 
They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, 
Prince of Peace. His dominion is vast and forever peaceful, from 
David’s throne, and over his kingdom, which he confirms and 
sustains by judgment and justice, both now and forever. The zeal of 
the LORD of hosts will do this! 
   
After the reading: 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
 
Gradual Psalm: Psalm 96:7-13  
 
Sung by the cantor alone, the congregation seated 

 
7. Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people :   
 ascribe unto the Lord worship and power. 
8. Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his Name : 
 bring presents, and come into his courts. 
9. O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness :  
 let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 
10. Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord is King :  
 and that it is he who hath made the round world  
  so fast that it cannot be moved;  
 and how that he shall judge the people righteously. 
11. Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad :   
 let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is. 
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12. Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it :  
 then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord. 
13. For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth :   
 and with righteousness to judge the world,  
  and the people with his truth. 
  
 
The Second Reading is taken from the Epistle of Saint Paul to  
 Titus, Chapter 2, beginning to read from the 11th verse 
 
Beloved: 
The grace of God has appeared, saving all and training us to reject 
godless ways and worldly desires and to live temperately, justly, and 
devoutly in this age, as we await the blessed hope, the appearance 
of the glory of our great God and saviour Jesus Christ, 
who gave himself for us to deliver us from all lawlessness and to 
cleanse for himself a people as his own, eager to do what is good. 
 
After the reading: 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
 
Sequence Hymn 35 (STILLE NACHT, New English Hymnal) 

 
The Gospel Acclamation is sung 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
I proclaim to you good news of great joy: 
 today a Saviour is born for us, 
Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,  
 Chapter 2, beginning to read from the 1st verse 
 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
    
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the 
whole world should be enrolled. This was the first enrolment, when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all went to be enrolled, each to 
his own town. And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town 
of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and family of David, to be enrolled 
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to 
her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 
Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and 
keeping the night watch over their flock. The angel of the Lord 
appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were struck with great fear. The angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people. For today in the city of David a 
saviour has been born for you who is Christ and Lord. And this will 
be a sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was a multitude 
of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying: 
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom 
his favour rests.” 
 
After the Gospel: 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
 
The Profession of Faith 
  
All say  
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We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, 
 of one being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
   and the life  of the world to come. Amen  
  
   
The Sermon 
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THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

 
The people sit or kneel for the intercessions and thanksgivings 

 
Almighty God your Son Jesus Christ has promised that you will 
hear us when we ask in faith, receive the prayers we offer:  
 
Father, hear our prayer 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Parish Prayer 
 
God our Father, send your Holy Spirit upon the people of this 
parish. Give us a greater love for all. Make us more 
compassionate for the sick, the lonely and all in need, more 
zealous in the inspiration of the young; more concerned about the 
wider mission of the Church and more generous in our giving of 
service and money. Help each one of us to know what we ought 
to do, and give us strength and courage faithfully to  do it, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Accept our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to 
pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,  
   your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
 now and  for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Offertory  
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Offertory Hymn 34 (IRBY, New English Hymnal) 

  
Sung by all.  

 

THE PREPARATION  

 
All sit or kneel 

 
Jesus said, “Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest.”                                                                       

Matthew 11:28 

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall not 
hunger, and he who believes in me shall never thirst.”                              

John 6:35 

Jesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.” 

John 13:34 
 
The Prayer of Approach  
 
We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great 
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 
under your table. But you are the same Lord whose nature is 
always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, so to 
eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
 
 

THE GREETING OF PEACE 
 
All stand 

 
We are the body of Christ. 
His Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.  
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Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness 
we have these gifts to share. Accept and use our offerings for your 
glory and for the service of your kingdom.  
Blessed be God for ever.  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
 
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, mighty 
Creator, ever living God. 
 
We give you thanks and praise for our Saviour Jesus Christ, who by 
the power of your Spirit was born of Mary and lived as one of us. By 
his death on the cross and rising to new life, he offered the one true 
sacrifice for sin and obtained an eternal deliverance for all his people. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with the all the company 
of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever 
praising you and singing: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
    heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The people sit or kneel 

 
Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation, this 
bread and wine, and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 
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we who eat and drink them may be partakers of Christ’s body and 
blood.  
 
On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread; and when he had 
given you thanks he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
‘Take and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ 
 
After supper he took the cup and again giving you thanks. He gave 
it to his disciples, saying, ‘Drink from this, all of you. This is my 
blood of the new covenant shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ 
 
All sing 

 
Christ has died. 
Christ has risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 
 
Proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon the 
cross, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension and looking 
for his coming again, we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, his 
one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  
 
Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son, 
and bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom; Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in 
whom, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we worship you, Father, 
in songs of never-ending praise:  
 
All sing 

 
Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours forever and 
ever. Amen. 
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THE COMMUNION 
 
As this broken bread was once many grains, 
which have been gathered together and made one bread: 
so may your Church be gathered  
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
 
All sing 

 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world.  
 Have mercy upon us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world.  
 Have mercy upon us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world.  
 Grant us your peace. 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Come let us take this Holy Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
Christ, in remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him by faith 
with thanksgiving.  
 
The priest and other communicants receive Holy Communion 

 
The body and blood of Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
eternal life. Amen 
 
 

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 
The people sit or kneel 

 
Living God, in this holy meal you fill us with new hope. May the 
power of your love, which we have known in word and sacrament, 
continue your saving work among us, give us courage for our 
pilgrimage, and bring us to the joys you promise. 
 
This prayer is said by all 
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Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to 
live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 
The people sit for any Announcements, then stand for the Blessing 

 
The Lord be with you  
and also with you. 
  
May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the 
perseverance of the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ Child, be yours this Christmas; and the 
blessing of God almighty he Father, the Son,  and the Holy Spirit, 
come down upon you and remain with you always. Amen 
  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 
Recessional Hymn 29 (NOEL, New English Hymnal) 

 
Sung by all 

 
Recessional, organ alone 
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