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THE ORDER OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Entrance 
 
Introit Hymn 32 (FOREST GREEN, New English Hymnal) 

 
 
Acclamation and Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
All sit or kneel 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
‘Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and with all your strength’. Jesus said: “This is the great and 
first commandment. And the second is like it: you shall love your 
neighbour as yourself.’   
 
All sing 

 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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All stand to sing  

 
Gloria in Excelsis 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, 
  we worship you, we give you thanks,  
  we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world: 
  have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
  receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
  you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 
Let us pray. 
 
The congregation sits or kneels 
 
Let us pray that we may love one another as God has loved us. 
 
Grant, Lord, that in all our dealings with one another we may be subject 
to you, the Father of all, and follow the pattern of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who, in obedience to your will, gave up his life for us, yet lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen 
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All sit for the Readings 
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

The First Reading is taken from Second Chronicles,  
 Chapter 24, beginning to read from the 17th verse 
 
Now after the death of Jehoiada the officials of Judah came and did 
obeisance to the king; then the king listened to them. They abandoned 
the house of the Lord, the God of their ancestors, and served the sacred 
poles and the idols. And wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this 
guilt of theirs. Yet he sent prophets among them to bring them back to 
the Lord; they testified against them, but they would not listen. 
 
Then the spirit of God took possession of Zechariah son of the priest 
Jehoiada; he stood above the people and said to them, “Thus says God: 
Why do you transgress the commandments of the Lord, so that you 
cannot prosper? Because you have forsaken the Lord, he has also 
forsaken you.” But they conspired against him, and by command of the 
king they stoned him to death in the court of the house of the Lord. King 
Joash did not remember the kindness that Jehoiada, Zechariah’s father, 
had shown him, but killed his son. As he was dying, he said, “May the 
Lord see and avenge!” 
 
After the reading 

 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
Gradual Psalm, Psalm 31, verses 1-8 
 
Sung by the choir 

 
1. In Thee, O Lord, have I put my trust :  
 let me never be put to confusion, deliver me in thy righteousness. 
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2. Bow down thine ear to me : make haste to deliver me. 
3. And be thou my strong rock, and house of defence :  
 that thou mayest save me. 
4. For thou art my strong rock, and my castle :  
 be thou also my guide, and lead me for thy Name's sake. 
5. Draw me out of the net that they have laid privily for me :  
 for thou art my strength. 
6. Into thy hands I commend my spirit :  
 for thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of truth. 
7. I have hated them that hold of superstitious vanities :  
 and my trust hath been in the Lord. 
8. I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy :  
 for thou hast considered my trouble,  
 and hast known my soul in adversities. 
 
 
The Second Reading is taken from the Acts of the Apostles,  
 Chapter 6, beginning to read from the 8th verse 
 
Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among 
the people. Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the 
Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of 
those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. But they 
could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit[c] with which he spoke. 
When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their 
teeth at Stephen. But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven 
and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing 
at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud 
shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the 
city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet 
of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he 
prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried 
out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he 
had said this, he died. 
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After the reading 

 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
 
All stand to sing the sequence hymn 

 
Sequence Hymn 203, sung to 42 (WINCHESTER OLD, New English Hymnal) 

 Omit verses 6 and 7 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation is sung 

 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 
in these last days, he has spoken to us through the Son. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St Matthew, 
 Chapter 10, beginning to read at the 16th verse 
 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
“See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be 
wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will 
hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you 
will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a 
testimony to them and the Gentiles. When they hand you over, do not 
worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you 
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are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not you who speak, 
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will betray 
brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against 
parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all because 
of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. When 
they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you 
will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man 
comes. 
 
“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is 
enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the 
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much 
more will they malign those of his household! 
 
After the Gospel 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Profession of Faith 
  
All say  

 
We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made, 
  of one being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
   and the life of the world to come. Amen  
 
 
The Sermon  
 
 

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 
 
The people sit or kneel for the intercessions and thanksgivings 
 
Almighty God your Son Jesus Christ has promised that you will hear us 
when we ask in faith, receive the prayers we offer:  
Father, hear our prayer 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Parish Prayer 
 
God our Father, send your Holy Spirit upon the people of this parish. 
Give us a greater love for all. Make us more compassionate for the 
sick, the lonely and all in need, more zealous in the inspiration of the 
young; more concerned about the wider mission of the Church and 
more generous in our giving of service and money. Help each one of 
us to know what we ought to do, and give us strength and courage 
faithfully to do it, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Accept our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,  
   your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
 now and  for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Offertory  
 
Offertory Hymn 25 (GOD REST YOU MERRY, New English Hymnal) 
 
 

THE PREPARATION  

 
All sit or kneel 

 
Jesus said, “Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.”                                                                       

Matthew 11:28 
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Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall not hunger, 
and he who believes in me shall never thirst.”                              

John 6:35 

Jesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.” 

John 13:34 

 
The Prayer of Approach  
 
We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We 
are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son 
Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in 
him, and he in us. Amen. 
 
Pause for self-examination 

 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God’s 
forgiveness:  
 
Merciful God our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do: we 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbours as ourselves; we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen   
 
The priest says this or another absolution: 

 
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in 
faith: pardon you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and keep you in eternal life: through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE GREETING OF PEACE 
 
All stand 

 
We are the body of Christ. 
His Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.  
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we 
have these gifts to share. Accept and use our offerings for your glory and 
for the service of your kingdom.  
Blessed be God for ever.  
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, mighty Creator, 
ever living God. 
 
We give you thanks and praise for our Saviour Jesus Christ, who by the 
power of your Spirit was born of Mary and lived as one of us. By his death 
on the cross and rising to new life, he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 
and obtained an eternal deliverance for all his people. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with the all the company of 
heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you 
and singing: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
    heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The people sit or kneel 

 
Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation, this bread 
and wine, and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, we who eat 
and drink them may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood.  
 
On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread; and when he had given 
you thanks he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take and 
eat. This is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
 
After supper he took the cup and again giving you thanks. He gave it to 
his disciples, saying, ‘Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the 
new covenant shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 
 
All sing 

 
Christ has died. 
Christ has risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 
 
Proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross, his 
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension and looking for his coming 
again, we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, his one perfect and 
sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  
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Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son, and 
bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we worship you, Father, in songs of never-
ending praise:  
 
All sing 

 
Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE COMMUNION 
 
As this broken bread was once many grains, 
which have been gathered together and made one bread: 
so may your Church be gathered  
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
 
All sing 

 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world.  
 Have mercy upon us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world.  
 Have mercy upon us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world.  
 Grant us your peace. 

 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Come let us take this Holy Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ, in 
remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him by faith with 
thanksgiving.  
 
The priest and other communicants receive Holy Communion 
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The body and blood of Christ strengthen you and keep you in eternal 
life. Amen 
 
 

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 
The people sit or kneel 

 
Living God, in this holy meal you fill us with new hope. May the power 
of your love, which we have known in word and sacrament, continue 
your saving work among us, give us courage for our pilgrimage, and 
bring us to the joys you promise. 
 
Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and 
work to your praise and glory. Amen  
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
 
All sit for any announcements, then stand for the blessing.  

 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the 
perseverance of the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and 
the peace of the Christ Child, be yours this Christmas; and the blessing 
of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, come down 
upon you and remain with you always. Amen 
 
Recessional Hymn 36 (THE FIRST NOWELL, New English Hymnal) 
 
Sung by all 
 

Recessional, organ alone 
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