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The First Sunday in Advent 
 

Priest/Leader:   
The first Advent candle denotes hope, 
not in expectation of  the temporary, 
not in reliance on the unreliable, 
not through faith in the fickle, 
but hope in the eternal promises of  the Lord our God. 
 
People:  
It is time to set the flame to this kind of hope.  
 
Priest/Leader:  
Why light a candle that will burn out?  
 
People:  
The message of this candle cannot be quenched.   
It speaks of hope - greater than fear, 
Hope - our sure anchor, 
Hope - stronger than death. 
We await the prophesied hope of the world, 
once wrapped in swaddling clothes, laid in a manger, 
but coming in glory to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Candle Lighter:     
In faith, we light this candle of  hope. 
 
Priest/Leader:  
You see a candle of  hope burning. What is your response? 
 
People:  
A Saviour was promised, a deliverer is expected,   
a king is anticipated, a Messiah is awaited. 
Our hope is in a God who keeps every promise. 
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The Second Sunday in Advent 
 
Priest/Leader:   
The second Advent candle denotes peace, 
not merely the cessation of  conflict, 
not the absence of  suffering,  
not the loss of  struggle, 
but the saving peace of  God in the midst of  everything. 
 
People:        
It is time to set the flame to this kind of peace. 
 
Priest/Leader:  
Why light a candle that will burn out? 
 
People:  
The message of this candle cannot be quenched.   
It speaks of peace - no war can halt, 
Peace - no heartache can sever,  
Peace - no suffering can erase. 
It represents the Advent Peace of the promised Messiah, before 
whom all nations shall bow. 
  
Candle Lighter:       
 In faith, we light this candle of  peace. 
 
Priest/Leader:  
You see a candle of  peace burning. What then is your response? 
  
People:    
God does not give peace as the world gives. 
God’s peace passes understanding. 
God’s peace exists in the midst of turmoil.   
God’s peace forgets what it forgives and lives to serve.          
Our peace is in God, who first loved us. 
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The Third Sunday in Advent 
 
Priest/Leader:  
The third Advent candle denotes joy, 
not fleeting happiness, 
not fleeting laughter, 
not blind optimism, 
but the joy of  God in our hearts. 
 
People:  
It is time to set the flame to this kind of joy. 
 
Priest/Leader:     
Why light a candle that will burn out? 
 
People:    
The message of this candle cannot be quenched.   
It speaks of joy - deep as the human soul, 
Joy - profound as the truth of scripture,  
Joy - rich as the promises of God.   
It signifies the Advent joy of the heavenly host, 
heralding the newborn King. 
 
Candle Lighter:   
In faith, we light this candle of  joy. 
 
Priest/Leader:          
You see a candle of  joy burning. What then is your response? 
 
People:    
God took joy in creation and saw that it was “very good.” 
God takes great joy in us and longs for our fellowship. 
The joy of God is mediated to us through faith in Jesus Christ. 
We celebrate anew the coming of the Messiah. 
Behold the boundless joy of our Lord. 
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The Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 
Priest/Leader: 
The fourth Advent candle denotes love. 
Not temporary infatuation, 
not passing interest, 
not polite concern, 
but love that never fails. 
  
People:  
It is time to set the flame to this kind of love. 
 
Priest/Leader:  
Why light a candle that will burn out? 
 
People:  
The message of the candle cannot be quenched. 
It speaks of love - we do not deserve, 
Love - we can never confine,  
Love - we cannot escape. 
It signals the unique love of God  
seen in the birth of the Christ Child. 
 
Candle Lighter:  
In faith, we light this candle of  love. 
 
Priest/Leader:     
You can see this candle of  love burning. What is your response? 
 
People:  
The circle of love includes us, 
The compassion of God’s love surrounds us. 
The enfleshing of God’s love thrills us: 
Our Saviour and our God. 
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CHRISTMAS EVE and/or CHRISTMAS DAY 
 
Priest/Leader:  
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, we have waited for the coming of  
Christ throughout the Season of  Advent. 
 
Our wait is over! 
 
People: 
The Messiah has come! 
Our watch is ended. 
Our deliverer is here. 
Our wish is fulfilled. 
A Saviour is born. 
Our worship is complete. 
Emmanuel, God is with us. 
  
Priest/Leader:    
Advent hope moves us, Advent peace stills us,  
Advent joy stirs us, Advent love leads us: 
To affirm Jesus as our King and Saviour! 
 
People:   
It is time to set the flame to this Advent affirmation by lighting 
the Christ Candle. 
 
Priest/Leader:  
Why light a candle that will burn out? 
  
People:     
This candle represents Christ.  
It is Christ who is the promised light of the world.  
We are filled with the new light  
by the coming of God’s Word among us.  
That light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness shall not overcome it.  
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May the light of faith represented by this candle  
shine in our words and actions. 
  
Priest/Leader:    
Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in Heaven. 
 
Candle Lighter:  
In faith, we light this Christ candle, affirming our acceptance into 
our hearts of  Jesus, Son of  God, Son of  Man, Saviour forever.  
 
Priest/Leader:  
You see before you the Christ candle burning. What is your 
response? 
 
People:   
We believe that Jesus is the Son of God. 
He was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea.  
He was the long-awaited Messiah  
whose coming was prophesied. 
This same Jesus lives today in our hearts  
He deserves our highest commitment.  
In Jesus Christ, our hope is fulfilled,  
our peace is sealed, our joy complete,  
and our love is consummated. 
 
Priest/Leader:  
Rejoice. a Saviour is born! 
  
People:  
A Saviour is born indeed  
O Come, Let us adore Him. 
  



 
8 

 

 


	The First Sunday in Advent
	The Second Sunday in Advent


