
First Sunday 
after Trinity  

6th of June 2021  
So much has happened since I have written last week’s 
message. In the business of life, I am reminded of the 
great Biblical acclamation: (Lamentations 3:22-24) 

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases,  
    his mercies never come to an end; 

23 they are new every morning; 
    Great is your faithfulness. 

I never grow tired of reflecting on how accurate that 
acclamation is. Does the reality warm your heart that 
the steadfast love of God never ceases? His mercies 
never come to an end. How else could His people 
respond except to join in the proclamation: “great is 
your Faithfulness’.  

Funeral Service  
I was able to pass on condolences to June Moon on the 
death of her husband, John.  Hamish Oates has written 
an excellent tribute which is in the Bulletin. The 
testimony of June, her son, Timothy, regarding John’s 
faith was humbling and encouraging. The faithfulness of 
John and June in living a life honouring God is a great 
example. I note that John established the Foundation 
Trust at St. Johns. The foresight of establishing this trust 
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has benefited the Parish greatly. The Reverend Dr Roger 
Chilton and I will jointly lead the Funeral Service at St. 
John’s at 11am on Tuesday the 8th of June.  

As you pray for June and her family, also remember 
Kevin Parson’s family as they are also grieving at this 
time.  

Entering into Worship  
One of the many strengths of St John’s is the corporate 
worship of the LORD. We can all appreciate how vital 
the corporate worship of the LORD is to both the Body 
of Christ and the individual spiritual health of every 
Christian. We all know there is a smorgasbord of styles 
of worship, all with their own strengths. We all like 
‘good’ worship Services, yet I would hope those who 
have the responsibility to lead worship would always 
seek to be honouring God as they lead the body of 
Christ into his presence.   

The pandemic has had adverse effects on the way all 
Christians have been able to worship the LORD 
corporately, truly as the body of Christ. There is a real 
danger of being disconnected from the Body of Christ. 
Sadly, there is also the temptation to yield to the lie that 
corporate worship does not matter.   

The worship of the LORD begins with you. This truth is 
modelled during the commencement of the 1662 
Service. The Priest stands facing the Holy Table and 
recites a portion of the LORD’s prayer, which indicates 
he is preparing himself to lead the people in worship. 
Spending time praying before the commencement of 
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the Service is encouraged whether the act of prayer is 
done quietly at home, or in your car travelling to Church, 
or in the pew once you have arrived. Praying, asking the 
LORD to remove anything that may hinder you from 
entering in worship with Him—praying for the Priest, as 
he leads both Word and Sacrament—also praying for 
others who will join in this corporate worship.  

At St. John the Evangelist Gordon, we are a collection of 
parishioners from various traditions and expressions 
within our collective Anglo-Catholic traditions. The 
danger is that we fall into the temptation of becoming 
legalistic, insisting worship Services must conform to a 
particular tradition or pattern of worship. One of the 
many joys of worship the LORD in our Anglican tradition 
is the prayer at the beginning of the various worship 
Services: 

Almighty God 
unto all hearts be open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid; 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love thee, and 
worthily magnify thy holy Name:  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

I am looking forward to when the Church will return to 
the authorised Green and Red printed books. COVID-
safe protocols have restrictions on the handing and 
collecting of books, but this will eventually change.  
There is room for creativity within these authorised 
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Worship Services, as we experienced at the combined 
Service. Until the COVID-safe restrictions are removed, 
we will continue to use the authorised Services in 
printed form weekly.  

Combined Service & Brunch.  
Thank you to all involved with the aspects of the Service 
and, of course, the Brunch.  It was a delightful Service 
where God was truly honoured and glorified. Both the 
Service and the Brunch surpassed my expectations. 
During the Brunch, an excellent issue was raised by 
several people: ‘next time’ may we continue to wear our 
name tags to aid in getting to know each other a little 
better? Excellent observation and a good suggestion.  

The opportunity for all to have further fellowship with 
one another will be a constant aim when preparing the 
various ministry activities.  Over One Hundred 
parishioners attended this Service.  It was a great 
encouragement to have several people who said this 
was their first Service back since the beginning of the 
pandemic. This number was around the same as the 
combined number of those attending the regular two 
Morning Services.  

The Rector’s Prayer Desk. 
You would have noticed I sit in what is traditionally 
known as the Rector Stall, or Rector’s Prayer Desk. The 
various Chairs in the Sanctuary all have their purpose. 
One is for the Bishop. Another for the Bishop’s Chaplain. 
Another for the Associated Minister, and then chairs for 
the various Servers.  Due to the current practicalities of 
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filming the Service, the Assisting Minister Prayer Desk 
has been removed from being opposite to that of the 
Rector’s Prayer Desk.  
The Rector is generally presumed to be the Celebrant; 
hence there was no requirement for an assigned desk or 
seat in the Sanctuary for the Rector. Each of my 
predecessors would have set their practices as most 
expedient for them at that time.  

The Audio Visual  
Parish Council has agreed and authorised the Ministry of 
Tech to upgrade the audio-visual system within the 
Church. I express my thanks to JK for all his work behind 
the scenes negotiating this upgrade.  What does this 
mean? This change will aid in the recording and live-
streaming of Worship Services. Currently, the Church 
has benefited from the use of an I-phone.  The 
difference in quality for those who are home-bound 
should be significant. The changes also provide the 
opportunity to develop in the use of electronic media.  

The scope of the work also includes upgrading the 
internet and phone system in the Church Office and 
Rectory.  

Bible Studies 
It was very pleasing to have another three people join 
the Young Adults Bibles Study at the Rectory. We 
commence at 7:30pm. One of the group is seeking 
employment. He has completed his degree and looking 
to begin his career.  Please pray that the LORD will open 
the right door for him. There are several others in the 
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Parish also seeking employment, so please pray for 
them also.  

The Thursday Bible Study I lead at the Rectory has 
decided to change the starting time to 3pm.  Everyone 
who would like to attend this Bible Study are welcome. 
Please let me know if you intend to attend.  

Fr Ernest is leading a Bible Study Group in Cantonese on 
Wednesday in the upper room. It is a good size group 
who also have lunch together after the study.  

English as a Second Language (ESL) 
Thank you for praying for this ministry. Bowen is doing some 
great work within this ministry. The growth within this 
ministry has required Bowen to commence another class. 
Bowen has both Beginners & Intermediate classes. At this 
stage, classes are through Zoom. Please encourage Bowen 
when you see him at Church.  

Table Tennis 
 Fr Ernest moves so fast around the table. This group has 
recommenced for a while, and it is an encouragement to 
mainly the men who attend.  There is a serious approach to 
each game, and I have no doubt this seriousness is mixed 
with fun.  Not everyone has returned; it is believed that this is 
due to the ongoing concerns with the pandemic. Add to this 
is the absence of the electronic sign to advertise this 
connecting ministry. Please pray for Fr Ernest, especially for 
the connecting activities.  

Servers  
James has been at the forefront of this ministry as the 
Head Server. As a Parish, we are all grateful for James 
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stepping into this ministry regularly from when the 
Parish went into lockdown.  I intend to reinstate this 
ministry back to the team of Servers for both morning 
Services. Servers, please let me know if you would like 
to be involved with this ministry and your availability.   
If you would like to learn to be part of this ministry, 
could you also let me know!   

Biblical Reflection: 
Text: 1st Thessalonians 4:13-18 
13 But we would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those who are asleep, that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen 
asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by the word of the 
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the 
coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have 
fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call, 
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead 
in Christ will rise first; 17 then we who are alive, who are 
left, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air; and so we shall always be 
with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with 
these words. 
The context of the passage is Apostle Paul writing to the 
Churches at Thessalonica.  “Those who are asleep”, 
pastorally, is a beautiful phrase to describe the 
Christians who have died.  
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The Apostle Paul, when writing to the Church at 
Thessalonica, was addressing a significant concern. Paul 
corrected a misunderstanding that caused some to 
worry about their loved ones who died before Jesus 
returned in all His glory.  

Paul reminds the people of the hope that all Christians 
can hold on to -  For since we believe that he died and 
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 
him those who have fallen asleep.(v 14). 

Our promise is because of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. Notice the security - through Jesus. God will bring 
with him those who have fallen asleep - Is all-
encompassing.  

The certainty of this promise is not according to our 
merits but rather because of the steadfast, faithful love 
of God. In short – it is through the grace of God.  

Our forebears understood well the phrase fallen asleep, 
as a description of the brother and sisters in Christ who 
had died. There was a time in our history when it was 
common to mark the resting place (grave) with the 
inscription R.I.P. (rest in peace). 

An old Prayer: 
Support us, O Lord, all day long of this troublous life, 
until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, the 
busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our 
work is done. Then, Lord, in your mercy, grant us a safe 
lodging, a holy rest, and peace at last; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen  
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