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The Garden of Eden 
Genesis 3 

6th of June 2021 
 
Let us pray: 
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be pleasing in your sight, 
O LORD our Rock and Redeemer. Amen  
 
You and I are accustomed to reciting the words originally spoken by John the Baptist:  
The next day John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Behold, 
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29) 
 
This morning I will be moving through several points: 

i. What is sin? 
ii. Where did sin originate? 

iii. Is there a sinful nature? 
iv. Lamb of God 

 
WHAT IS SIN? 
 
Sin is any failure to conform to God's moral law, through an act, or an attitude or by our 
nature. Obviously, the concept of sin is defined concerning God and his moral law.  
We know there is the Sin of Omission, what we left undone what we should have done. 
Also, there is the Sin of Commission, what we have done which we should not have done. 
Both the Sin of Omission and Sin of Commission are contrary to the attitudes the LORD 
requires from all of us. 
 
Let us hear from the Word of God:  
 
Exodus 20:17 
"You shall not covet your neighbour's house; you shall not covet your neighbour's wife, or his 
manservant, or his maidservant, or his ox, or his ass, or anything that is your neighbour's." 
 
Matthew 5:22 
 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother[a] shall be liable to judgment; 
whoever insults[b] his brother shall be liable to the council, and whoever says, 'You fool!' shall 
be liable to the hell[c] of fire. 
 
Galatians 5:20 
 19 Now the works of the flesh are plain: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, 
enmity, strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, dissension, party spirit, 21 envy, drunkenness, 
carousing, and the like. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A22&version=RSV#fen-RSV-23256a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A22&version=RSV#fen-RSV-23256b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A22&version=RSV#fen-RSV-23256c
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Our moral nature, our external character, is the essence of who we are as persons, is also 
tainted by sin. Although this is true, we rejoice because:  
Romans 5:8 
But God shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
Ephesians 2:3 
Among these, we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of body and 
mind, and so we were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 
 
1st John 5:4 
or whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that overcomes the 
world, our faith. 
 
Sin is the direct opposite to all that is good in the character of God.  
 
WHERE DID SIN ORIGINATE? 
 
Adam and Eve. There eating of the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil in many 
ways is typical of sin in general: let me explain 
 

a. WHAT IS TRUE? 
God said (Genesis 2:17) 
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you 
eat of it, you shall die." 
The serpent said (Genesis 3:4) 
But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die. 
 
Eve decided to doubt the truth of God's Word. Eve was disobedient to God's Word and ate 
the fruit of the tree they were forbidden to eat. She tested to see if God spoke truthfully.   
 

b. WHAT IS RIGHT (moral standards) 
Genesis 3:5 
But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die. for God knows that when you eat of it, 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."  
Eve trusted her evaluation of what was right and what would be suitable for her, rather than 
allowing God's Word to define what is right and wrong.  
 

c. WHO AM I? & WHO IS GOD?  
By eating the forbidden fruit, the answer to the questions, who am I, and who is God? had 
become distorted. No longer could Adam & Eve say they were creatures created by God, 
dependent upon him and enjoying fellowship with him. They had broken their relationship 
with God through their disobedience. They listened and yielded to the words of the serpent.  
 
When to think about it, sin is ultimately irrational. It did not make sense for Satan to rebel 
against God in the expectation of being able to exalt himself above God. Nor did it make 
sense for Adam and eve to think that there could be any gain in disobeying the Word of 
God.  
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Friends, unless we can appreciate how sin has separated humanity from God, it is difficult to 
appreciate the steadfast love of God as displayed in the sacrificial death of His Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  
 
THE LAMB OF GOD.  
 
The love of God is shown through His son, becoming the lamb of God who taken away the 
sin of the world. 
 
John, in his Epistle, conveys that sin is like walking in darkness, which separates people from 
God: he calls people to come to the light of Christ and have their eyes open for their need 
for forgiveness.   
 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you that God is 
light and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him 
while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not live according to the truth; 7 but if 
we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 1 John 1:5-7 

 
Many in our society have not heard about Jesus being the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world. I am not saying they are evil people. Instead, they may be very good people 
who may not have understood or accepted the invitation to come to Jesus and walk in His 
light of love.  
 
As we desire for our loved ones, our neighbours, our friends to accept the invitation of 
Christ to come to Father through Him, we begin on our knees. The task of proclaiming Christ 
starts with God as we intercede for others to come to know him. Then in God, we trust as 
we wait for the opportunity to explain why Jesus is known as the Lamb of God that take 
away our sins.  

 
Resources:  
 Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem 
 An Exposition Commentary: The Epistles of John by James M. Boice  
 The Bible Speake Today: The Message of John’s Letters: by David Jackman  

 
NB: Portions of this sermon are a reflection from Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem 
 


