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THE ORDER OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Entrance 
 
All are provided with unlighted candles. The Sanctuary Party process to the chancel from the South Door. 
A server holds the celebrant’s candle until the procession begins. The congregation stands facing the 
celebrant. The Celebrant greets the people with these words 

 
Open me the gates of righteousness: 
 and I will enter and give thanks to the Lord. Psalm 118.19 
 
Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
The following canticle is then sung by the Cantor, during which the servers light the congregation’s 
candles.  

 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:  
 According to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation, 
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  
 and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  
 
When the chant is concluded, the Priest, facing the people, says:  

 
Acclamation 
 
 In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
Greeting 
 
The priest greets the people 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Dear brethren (brothers and sisters), forty days have passed since we 
celebrated the joyful feast of the Nativity of the Lord. Today is the 
blessed day when Jesus was presented in the Temple by Mary and 
Joseph. Outwardly he was fulfilling the Law, but in reality he was 
coming to meet his believing people. Prompted by the Holy Spirit, 
Simeon and Anna came to the Temple. Enlightened by the same 
Spirit, they recognized the Lord and confessed him with exultation. 
So let us also, gathered together by the Holy Spirit, proceed to the 
house of God to encounter Christ. There we shall find him and 
recognize him in the breaking of the bread, until he comes again, 
revealed in glory. 
 
The Celebrant then says the following prayer as the congregation remains standing. 

 
Let us pray.  
 
God our Father, source of all light, today you revealed to the aged 
Simeon your light which enlightens the nations. Fill our hearts with 
the light of faith, that we who bear these candles may walk in the path 
of goodness, and come to the Light that shines for ever, your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant intones the following (if there is a Procession) 
 
Let us proceed in peace.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 
During the procession, all carry lighted candles. At a suitable place, the procession halts while an 
appropriate Collect is intoned. 
 
Hymn 401 (REGNT SQUARE, New English Hymnal) 
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Light's abode, celestial Salem, 
Vision whence true peace doth spring, 
Brighter than the heart can fancy, 
Mansion of the highest King; 
O, how glorious are the praises 
Which of thee the prophets sing! 
 
There for ever and for ever 
Alleluya is outpoured; 
For unending, for unbroken 
Is the feast-day of the Lord; 
All is pure and all is holy 
That within thy walls is stored. 
 
There no cloud nor passing vapour 
Dims the brightness of the air; 
Endless noon-day, glorious noon-day, 
From the Sun of suns is there; 
There no night brings rest from labour, 
For unknown are toil and care. 
 
O how glorious and resplendent, 
Fragile body, shalt thou be, 
When endued with so much beauty, 
Full of health, and strong, and free, 
Full of vigour, full of pleasure 
That shall last eternally! 
 
Now with gladness, now with courage, 
Bear the burden on thee laid, 
That hereafter these thy labours 
May with endless gifts be paid, 
And in everlasting glory 
Thou with joy may'st be arrayed. 
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Laud and honour to the Father, 
Laud and honour to the Son, 
Laud and honour to the Spirit, 
Ever Three and ever One, 
One in love, and One in splendour, 
while unending ages run. Amen 

Music: Henry Smart, 1813-79 
Text: Latin, 15th century; Tr J. M. Neale, 1818-66 

  

Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 
Christ the Son of God has been revealed as a light to the nations. Let 
us bring our darkness to his light, confessing our sins in penitence and 
faith. 
 
All sit or kneel;  
 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do: we 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbours as ourselves; we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
The priest says this or another absolution  

 
May the Almighty and merciful God have mercy on you,  pardon 
you, and forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, grant 
you time for amendment of life, and give you grace and strength to 
grow in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal. Amen 

https://hymnary.org/person/Smart_Henry
https://hymnary.org/person/Neale_JM
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Kyrie Eleison  
 
All sing 

 
Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
 
All stand to sing  

 
Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
 receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
 Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
The Collect of the day is said  
 
Let us pray. 
 
All sit or kneel 

 
The Collect 
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Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose beloved Son 
was this day presented in the Temple, in substance of our flesh: grant 
that we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts, by your 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
Parish Prayer 
 
God our Father, send your Holy Spirit upon the people of this 
parish.  Give us a greater love for all. Make us more compassionate 
for the sick, the lonely and all in need, more zealous in the 
inspiration of the young; more concerned about the wider mission of 
the Church and more generous in our giving of service and money. 
Help each one of us to know what we ought to do, and give us 
strength and courage faithfully to do it, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
 
All sit for the Readings 

 
THE WORD OF GOD 

 
The First Reading is taken from the Book of Malachi,  
 Chapter 3, beginning to read from the 1st verse 
 
Thus says the Lord GOD: 
Lo, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me; And 
suddenly there will come to the temple the LORD whom you seek, 
And the messenger of the covenant whom you desire. Yes, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who will endure the day of his 
coming? And who can stand when he appears? For he is like the 
refiner’s fire, or like the fuller’s lye. He will sit refining and purifying 
silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi, Refining them like gold or 
like silver that they may offer due sacrifice to the LORD. Then the 
sacrifice of Judah and Jerusalem will please the LORD, as in the days 
of old, as in years gone by. 
 
After the reading 
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This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 24 
 
Sung by cantor. Cantor sings response once, then all repeat with cantor. 

 
R.    Who is this king of glory?  It is the Lord! 
Lift up, O gates, your lintels; 
    reach up, you ancient portals, 
    that the king of glory may come in! 
R.    Who is this king of glory?  It is the Lord! 
Who is this king of glory? 
    The LORD, strong and mighty, 
    the LORD, mighty in battle. 
R.    Who is this king of glory?  It is the Lord! 
Lift up, O gates, your lintels; 
    reach up, you ancient portals, 
    that the king of glory may come in! 
R.    Who is this king of glory?  It is the Lord! 
Who is this king of glory? 
    The LORD of hosts; he is the king of glory. 
R.    Who is this king of glory?  It is the Lord! 
 
The Second Reading is taken from the Epistle to the 
 Hebrews, Chapter 2, beginning at the 14th verse 
 
Since the children share in blood and flesh, Jesus likewise shared in 
them, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power 
of death, that is, the Devil, and free those who through fear of death 
had been subject to slavery all their life. Surely he did not help angels 
but rather the descendants of Abraham; therefore, he had to become 
like his  brothers and sisters in every way, that he might be a merciful 
and faithful high priest before God to expiate the sins of the people. 
Because he himself was tested through what he suffered, he is able to 
help those who are being tested. 
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After the reading 

 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
The Holy Gospel 
 
All stand as the Gospel Acclamation is sung 

 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
A light of revelation to the Gentiles, 
and glory for your people Israel. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St Luke, 
 Chapter 2, beginning to read at the 22nd verse 
 
The deacon or priest makes the Sign of the Cross on the book and, together with the people, on his 
forehead, lips, and breast. At the same time the people acclaim 

 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
When the days were completed for their purification according to the 
law of Moses, Mary and Joseph took Jesus up to Jerusalem to present 
him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male 
that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to offer the 
sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with 
the dictate in the law of the Lord.  
 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This 
man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Christ of the 
Lord.  
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He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in 
the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to him, he 
took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: 
    “Now, Master, you may let your servant go  
        in peace, according to your word, 
    for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
        which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples: 
    a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
        and glory for your people Israel.” 
The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about 
him; and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, 
this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a 
sign that will be contradicted -and you yourself a sword will pierce- so 
that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
 
There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived seven years 
with her husband after her marriage, and then as a widow until she 
was eighty-four. She never left the temple, but worshiped night and 
day with fasting and prayer. And coming forward at that very time, she 
gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were awaiting 
the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had fulfilled all the 
prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their 
own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 
 
After the Gospel 

 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
A sermon or homily is given 

 
 
The Profession of Faith 
 
 All say or sing the profession of faith. Bow or genuflect at the words of the incarnation 

 



2 February 2021 Candlemas, Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
 

10 
 

We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, 
 of one being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
   and the life  of the world to come. Amen  
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THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 
With all our heart, and with all our mind, for the peace which is from 
above and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
The people kneel. At the conclusion of each intercession the following is used 

 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Hear us Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, world without end. Amen 
 

 
THE EUCHARIST 

 
The Greeting of Peace 
 
The priest introduces the greeting in these or other suitable words, the people standing 

 
In the tender mercy of our God the dayspring from on high has broken 
upon us, to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the 
shadow of death and to guide our feet into the way of peace. Amen 
 
We are the body of Christ. 
His Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
The Offertory: Preparation of the Gifts 
 
The gifts of the people are presented, and the bread and wine are placed on the Altar as the Cantor sings 
Jesu Dulcis. 
 
Following which these prayers may be said 
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Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life.  
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become our spiritual drink. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
The priest completes additional personal preparatory rites, and then the priest makes the following invitation to 
prayer 

 
Pray, brethren that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, the 
almighty Father.  
 
The people reply 

 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and 
glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 
The prayer over the gifts is said 
 
Lord, accept the gifts your Church offers you with joy, since in 
fulfilment of your will your Son offered himself as a lamb without 
blemish for the life of the world.  Amen 
 
The people stand 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer  
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right and good, always and everywhere to give you thanks 
and praise through Jesus Christ, who is one with you from all eternity. 
For on this day he appeared in the temple in substance of our flesh to 
come near to us in judgement. He searches the hearts of all your 
people and brings to light the image of your splendour. Your servant 
Simeon acclaimed him as the light to lighten the nations while Anna 
spoke of him to all who looked for your redemption. Destined for the 
falling and rising of many, he was lifted high upon the cross and a 
sword of sorrow pierced his mother’s heart when by his sacrifice he 
made our peace with you. And now we rejoice and glorify your name 
that we, too, have seen your salvation. and join with angels and 
archangels in their unending hymn of praise, saying : 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
   Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
   Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The people kneel 

 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the fountain of all holiness. Let your Spirit 
come upon these gifts to make them holy, so that they may become for 
us the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ;   
 
Before he was given up to death, a death he freely accepted, he took 
bread and gave you thanks. He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, 
and said: Take this, all of you, and eat it; this is my body which will be 
given up for you.   
       
When supper was ended, he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks 
and praise, gave the cup to his disciples, and said: Take this, all of you, 
and drink from it; this is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and 
everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may 
be forgiven. Do this in memory of me. 
 
Memorial Acclamation.  
After the words of institution, when the priest has replaced the chalice on the Altar and genuflected. 
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 
 
In memory of his death and resurrection, we offer you, Father, this 
life-giving bread, this saving cup. We thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you.  
 
May all of us who share in the body and blood of Christ be brought 
together in unity by the Holy Spirit.  
 
Lord, remember your Church throughout the world; make us grow in 
love, together with Glenn our archbishop and all the clergy.  
 
Remember our departed brothers and sisters who have gone to their 
rest in the hope of rising again; bring them and all the departed into  
the light of your presence. 
 
Have mercy on us all; make us worthy to share eternal life with Mary, 
the virgin Mother of the Lord, with the apostles, and with all the saints 
who have done your will throughout the ages. May we praise you in 
union with them, and give you glory through your Son, Jesus Christ.  
 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, we 
worship you, Father eternal, in songs of never-ending praise: 
 
Blessing, and honour, and glory and power, are yours for ever, and 
ever. Amen 
 
 
The Communion 
 
The Lord's Prayer is said or sung 

 
Jesus taught us to call God our Father, and so in faith we pray: 
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Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever. Amen 
 
The priest says 

 
As this broken bread was once many grains, 
which have been gathered together and made one bread: 
so may your Church be gathered 
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.  
 
Agnus Dei is said or sung as the priest breaks the consecrated Host 

 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
 grant us your peace. 
 
The Priest invites the people to receive Holy Communion, he genuflects, takes the Host and, holding it 
slightly raised above the paten or above the chalice and says aloud: 
 
This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  
Happy are those who are called to his supper.  
 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
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This prayer is said  
 
We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We 
are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear 
Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, So that our sinful bodies 
may be made clean by His body, and our souls washed through His 
most precious blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in 
us. Amen 
 
Come let us take this holy Sacrament of the body and blood of Christ 
and feed on him in our hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The priest and other communicants receive Holy Communion  

 
The body of Christ. Amen 
The blood of Christ. Amen 
 
The Prayer after Communion 
 
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, who lived to 
welcome the Messiah: may we, who have received these gifts beyond 
words, prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes to bring us to 
eternal life; for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen  
 
The people say 

 
Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and 
work to your praise and glory. Amen  
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Blessing and Dismissal 
 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace to trust his 
promises and obey his will; and the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son,  and the Holy Spirit, come down upon you and 
remain with you always. Amen 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
 
Recessional Hymn 399 (ROCHESTER, New English Hymnal) 

 
Light of the lonely pilgrim’s heart, 
The star of the coming day, 
Arise, and with thy morning beams 
Chase all our griefs away. 
 
Bid the whole earth, responsive now 
To that bright world above, 
Break forth in rapturous strains of joy 
To celebrate thy love. 
 
Thine was the cross, with all its fruits 
Of grace and peace divine; 
And thine the crown of glory now, 
The palm of victory thine. 
 
See how thy fair creation groans, 
The sky, the earth, the sea, 
In unison with all our hearts, 
And calls aloud for thee. 
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Come, blessèd Lord, let every shore 
And answering island sing 
The praises of thy royal name, 
And own thee as their king. 

Music: C. Hylton Stewart, 1884-1932 
Author: Edward Denny, 1796-1889 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music for Candlemas 
Mass: Missa de Anglis 

Gospel Alleluia: Plainsong 
Communion motet: Jesu dulcedo cordium 

 

 

https://hymnary.org/person/Stewart_CH
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