
  

  
THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF  

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST, GORDON                                                                          
 

FOR THE DAYS BEFORE AND AFTER                                                     
28 FEBRUARY 2021                                                                                         

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT                 

Scan this QR code                       

to go to                                                                

the church website.  

 

“Like” and follow St. John’s, Gordon on Facebook.             

Watch our Sunday 9:30AM service                                       

and monthly Evensong on Facebook—live or later.   

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

 8:00AM  Book of  Common Prayer, in-person 

 

            9:30AM  modern rite, in-person and live-streamed via Facebook  

 

 Masks are no longer compulsory, but strongly recommended by NSW Health,                            

 particularly for vulnerable groups of  parishioners. 

 

 Make your health declarations and reservations for Sunday services                                                                         

 by e-mailing or telephoning the church office                                                                  
 each week by Wednesday 5:00PM 

                                                                          
 Next EVENSONG Sunday, 14 March , 4:00PM, live-streamed via Facebook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    LIFT HIGH THE CROSS 
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From The Rector 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

25 February 2021 

 

What a great joy it was to have the 9:30AM Sunday service in person, as well as 

being live-streamed.  We await instruction from the Archbishop regarding the 

resumption of  congregational singing in church.   

 

The parish has been well served by both Meg and Cynthia for their respective 
work within the parish office.  The whole area of  COVID-safe protocols is large 

and complex and both Meg and Cynthia were able to follow the directions of  

the Wardens and produce these protocols, which of  course have to be rewritten 
every time there was a change in the NSW Health Department’s restrictions.           

I do want to stress that every time there was a change to the COVID-safe             

protocols, a new COVID-safe plan was required to be submitted to NSW Health 
Department.  Thank you, Meg and Cynthia, for all the work you have done in 

this area.   

 

During the week, I made the opportunity to take time to appreciate all the            

various chalices, patens, ciboriums, the variety of  cruets, as well as the available 

consumables.  I spent one quiet evening this week cleaning a number of  these 
items, which I enjoyed.  By doing this I was able to understand a little more 

about the parish.  Did you know that those who were confirmed in 1963 made a 

gift of  a ciborium to the church?  Were you part of  that group?  Or do you know 
someone who was?  It is good to note, this same ciborium is still being used                        

every Sunday. 

 

The inscription on one chalice is:                                                                                         

  

 To the glory of  God and in memory of  Gunner Edgar Crisford,                                        

 killed in action in France, 23 April 1917. 

                                                                                                                                                                       

The church history books may shed light on who made the gift of  the chalice to 

St. John’s and when.  I share that with you as at St. John’s we have a good                                
legacy in these items to enhance the worship to the glory of  God, and also take 

time, and in this case, give thanks for Edgar, who joined the other young men 

killed during WWI.   
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St. John’s has some beautiful and well-crafted silverware.  The sets of  chalices 
and patens were given for the glory of  God and in memory of  a departed well-

loved member of  St. John’s.  Age does take its toll and I will be advising the      

Parish Council that several of  these items will require regilding (restoration by 
being resilvered).  When the internal part of  the chalice is worn, it should not be 

used until regilded.  There are at least four chalices that fall into this category.  

There are a couple of  other items that are also requiring regilding.  I think you 
would agree with me, as the custodians of  these gifts, it is incumbent on us all to 

keep them in good repair so they can still be utilised for the purposes for which 

they were given.  I am also looking forward to seeing the special chalice and   
paten which only comes out during the special celebrations of  Christmas and 

Easter.   

 

I am seeking a few volunteers who may wish to assist me with giving the          

sanctuary a bit of  tender loving care.  It has been my habit for a number of              

decades (I am sounding old) to have a “Lent cleaning” of  the church, especially 
the sanctuary, before Easter.  The magnificent woodwork, including the reredos, 

altar, chairs and prayer desks would really enjoy some furniture oil.  The candle-

sticks and brassware would benefit from polishing.  I can appreciate some              
parishioners would be very keen to assist but may be feeling it is all a bit too 

much.  That is why I am asking for a team of people who can help as much as 

they can and enjoy the fellowship of  us all working on a good task. 

 

 

Visitation 

I have had several parishioners make appointments with me and ask if  they 
could meet me.  As I begin this ministry, I would like to start to visit members of  

St. John’s.  Of  course, I cannot spent 24/7 visiting people, but I can try to use 

time wisely, allowing visiting a priority within my ministry.  There will always be 

differing ministry activities competing for my time. 

 

I will be conducting a funeral on Wednesday at the crematorium.  Please pray 
for the family as I minister to them as the Rector of  St. John’s, Gordon.  Please 

pray for Catherine and her family as they farewell her husband Peter.  

 

 

Biblical Reflection: A Parable 

The following contains some insights from John Stott.  There is no doubt that 
many in society would not dispute that Jesus was a gifted teacher.  Jesus chose 

to teach the crowds, and at times the inner twelve, through parables.  Basically, 

the word “parable” means a simile or a comparison.  It usually conveys one 

main point.    



4 

 

Have you noticed that Jesus normally introduces the teaching of  a parable with 

the words, or similar words, to “the kingdom of  God is like …”. 

 

I. So, the function of  the parables that Jesus used was to illustrate the                
 truth  regarding the character, values and the coming of  the kingdom            

 of  God. 

 

II. A parable was also to lead His listeners into a decision or action of         

 some kind.  Parables were more than a piece of  comforting prose. 

 

III. Parables can both conceal the truth as well as reveal it.                           

 “Though seeing they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear                           

 or understand.” (Matthew 13:13)  Failure to understand the parable                          
 was not the purpose of  the parables, but the consequence if  the                              

 hearers harden their hearts. 

 

So, as you approach your daily devotions, and your readings lead you to one of  

the parables of  Jesus, I encourage you to ask: What is the one truth that Jesus is 

teaching or affirming for me today? 

 

I am looking forward to seeing you at church. 

 

 

 

Father Robert H. 

 

 

Note that Father Robert’s day out of  the office is Wednesday.   

 

 

The e-mail address rector@stjohnsgordon.org.au is active                                                   

and will reach Father Robert.   



5 

 

P   A   R   I   S   H       N   O   T   I   C   E   S 

 

 

We remember FATHER ROY WOTTON OAM, Rector of  this parish from 

1950 to 1979, who died this month in 2013, at age 99 years and 10 months,             

active to the very last.   

 

 

A new edition of  THE CATHEDRAL SINGERS’ NEWSLETTER has been 

published.  It is being mailed and e-mailed to all who receive the pew bulletin by 

those methods.   

 

 

Almost everyone attending worship services is now SIGNING IN with the 

SERVICE NSW QR CODE APP.  Please get into the habit of                         

SHOWING YOUR SIGN-IN SCREEN to the sidesman at the table in the                            

narthex, the one checking names off  the reservation list.  Persons unable to sign 

in with that method or unexpected attendees are checked in manually. 

 

 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY resumes                             

3 March, from 4:00PM to 5:00PM in the crypt.  The group will be discussing                         

Ecclesiastes.  New members are welcome.   

 

  

EVENSONG will be live-streamed at 4:00PM on Sunday, 14 March.  It will be 

a solemn Evensong with Lenten music, including the anthem He was despised 

from Messiah by Handel.   

 

 

The TREE STUMP between the Rectory and the Anglicare bins, remaining        

after the storm of November 2019, NEEDS REMOVING.  Insurance does not 

cover the removal cost.  Bill Killinger is calling for volunteers to help shift this 

unsightly termite hazard.  Telephone him at 0407 551 6000 or e-mail                 

billkillinger@optusnet.com.au.   

 

 

The ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING is scheduled for Sunday, 18 April.  
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DO YOU HAVE                                    

A PALM TREE?                                                             

 
We will need a large number of                                 

PALM BRANCHES FOR PALM SUNDAY.                    

You need not cut or transport them yourself.                     
If  you, a family member, a friend or a neighbour          

has a tree or trees that could spare branches                  

at the end of  March,                                                 

please let Meg McDonald know.    

 

The area WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE 

will this year be held at  Gordon Uniting Church         
on Friday, 5 March at 11:00AM, with Gordon-

Pymble Uniting Church hosting.  The preparers of  

the service, the women of  Vanuatu, chose a theme 
of “Build on a Strong Foundation”.  Dr. Sureka Goringe, Executive Director of  

Uniting World, will be the speaker.  If  you wish to attend, you may register at 

info@gpuc.org.au.  The service will be live-streamed on the Gordon-Pymble 
Uniting Church YouTube channel and will be available for viewing on 

YouTube after the service—https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting.  

Questions may be directed to Sue Conde at Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church, 

sue.conde@gpuc.org.au or 0412 117 076.   

 

 

Shirleyann Gibbs, St. John’s representative on the                     

KU-RING-GAI INTERCHURCH COMMITTEE,                      

is involved in the WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE and 

commends it to us, either in-person, live-streamed or viewed            

later.  She seeks an additional representative on the committee 

and would be happy to chat with anyone about the aims of  the group and their 

events— shirleyann.m.gibbs@me.com 
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

 
 

Sunday, 28 February   Genesis 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18   Psalm 116:10, 15-19   Romans 8:31-34   

Mark 9:2-10                                                                                                                                              

Monday, 1 March  Daniel 9:4-10   Psalm 79:8-9, 11, 13   Luke 6:36-28                                    

Tuesday, 2 March   Isaiah 1:10, 16-20   Psalm 50:8-9, 16-17, 21, 23   Matthew 23:1-12    

Wednesday, 3 March   Jeremiah 18:18-20   Psalm 31:5-6, 14-16   Matthew 20:17-28               

Thursday, 4 March   Jeremiah 17:5-10   Psalm 1:1-4, 6   Luke 16:19-31                                                         

Friday, 5 March   Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13, 18-28   Psalm 105:16-21   Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46   

Saturday, 6 March   Matthew 7:14-15, 18-20   Psalm 103:1-4, 9-12   Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

 

Sunday, 7 March   Exodus 17:3-7   Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9   Romans 5:1-2, 5-8   John 4:5-42      

Monday, 8 March   2 Kings 5:1-15   Psalm 42:2-2, 43:3-4   Luke 4:24-30                                            

Tuesday, 9 March   Daniel 3:25, 34-43   Psalm 25:4-9   Matthew 18:21-35                            

Wednesday, 10 March   Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9   Psalm 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20                                    

Matthew 5:17-19                                                                                                                                  

Thursday, 11 March   Jeremiah 7:23-28   Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9   Luke 11:14-23                                    

Friday, 12 March   Hosea 14:2-10   Psalm 81:6-11, 14, 17   Mark 12:28-34                                      

Saturday, 13 March   Hosea 6:1-6   Psalm 51:3-4, 18-21   Luke 18:9-14 

 

 

Readings from United States Conference of  Catholic Bishops,                                                              

bible.usccb.org. 
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C    A    L    E    N    D    A    R    

 

 Sundays 8:00AM Eucharist,                                                                             

 in-person service, Book of  Common Prayer                                                              

    

 Sundays 9:30AM Eucharist,                                                                           

 modern rite, in-person and live-streamed on Facebook 

 

 Telephone or e-mail for reservations to attend                                                                

 in-person church services by Wednesday 5:00PM  

  

 Bishop Michael’s Lectio Bible Study                                                                                     

 Thursday nights at 7:30PM via Zoom, studying the Book of  Revelation  

 

 English Classes have resumed  

 

 Women’s Bible Study resumes 3 March, 4:00PM to 5:00PM, crypt,                                      

 discussing Ecclesiastes 

 

 First Evensong of  the year Sunday, 14 March, 4:00PM,                                                  

 live-streamed via Facebook 

 

 Bishop Michael here to lead Lenten mission                                                                                  

 21 March through Easter Day 

 

 Passiontide Carols Service Sunday, 28 March, 7:00PM 

 

 Stainer’s Crucifixion, Good Friday, 2 April, 2:30PM 

 

 Annual Vestry Meeting, Sunday, 18 April  

 

Being on the church e-mail mailing list                                                                                         

ensures you are informed promptly, should there be changes.   

 

 



9 

 

 

Foxit Reader.lnk



10 

 

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST                                                         
PARISH DIRECTORY 

 

754 Pacific Highway (P.O. Box 295)    Gordon NSW 2072                                                                        
Telephone  9498 2744 

 
Website www.stjohnsgordon.org.au                                                                                   

Facebook www.facebook.com/stjohnsgordon                                                                            
and www.facebook.com/musicatstjohnsgordon 

 

 
                                          

Rector            Rev’d Robert Happer                     rector@stjohnsgordon.org.au 
Assistant Priest       Rev’d Ernest Chau                                    Mobile 0414 549 082         

Parish Missioner Rt. Rev’d Dr Michael Hough anathoth.hough@gmail.com 

Director of Music Dr. Brett McKern 0408 303 225, music@stjohnsgordon.org.au 

Asst Dir of Music Nicola Chau 

People’s Warden JK Seo good2bfree@gmail.com  

Rector’s Warden Chris Russell AM chris@clrussell.com.au 

Warden, Treasurer James Winter james.winter@au.gt.com 

Parish Council Dr. Janet Long, Parish Council Secretary    parishcouncil@stjohnsgordon.org.au 

Pastoral Care  Cynthia Keithly pastoralcarestjohnsgordon@gmail.com 

Pastoral Chaplain Jennifer Lum jennifer.lum@bigpond.com 

Safe Ministry Jan McLachlan janmclachlan@bigpond.com, 0408 641 037 

Parish Administrator Meg McDonald office@stjohnsgordon.org.au 

Pew Bulletin Editor Cynthia Keithly                                                       sjgpewbulletin@gmail.com   

Organ Replacement Project  Dennis Wood   0414 462 201, musicassociation@stjohnsgordon.org.au  
 

Father Robert’s day off is Wednesday                                                                                         
Meg is in the office Mondays and Thursdays—Cynthia is in the office Thursdays  

 
Westpac Bank Account Name: St Johns Church Gordon  / BSB: 032083 /A/C: 810231                                             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Replacing broken      
“chimney pots”                                  
on the Rectory roof 

 


