
  

  
THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF  

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST, GORDON                                                                          
 

FOR THE DAYS BEFORE AND AFTER                                                     
14 FEBRUARY 2021                                                                                         
QUINQUAGESIMA                  

Scan this QR code                       

to go to                                                                

the church website.  

 

“Like” and follow St. John’s, Gordon on Facebook.             

Watch our Sunday 9:30AM service                                       

and monthly Evensong on Facebook—live or later.   

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

 8:00AM  Book of  Common Prayer, in-person, face masks required 

 

            9:30AM  modern rite, live-streamed via Facebook 

 
 May vary due to direction from NSW Health and the Archbishop                              

 based on coronavirus cases and locations.   
 

            Make your health declarations and reservations for Sunday services by                                                                         

 e-mailing or telephoning the church office by Wednesday 5:00PM each week.                                                      

   
 Next EVENSONG 14 March 2021.  

  

 The THURSDAY 10:00AM SERVICE remains in recess.                                                                                                           
 

 

 REMEMBER, O MAN,                                                                        
 THAT THOU ART DUST                                                                             
 AND UNTO DUST                         
 THOU SHALT RETURN. 

 

 

 LENT BEGINS WEDNESDAY. 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOHN’S IS DELIGHTED THAT FATHER ROBERT HAPPER    

BEGINS HIS MINISTRY AS RECTOR OF THIS CHURCH TODAY.   
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A  S  H     W  E  D  N  E  S  D  A  Y                                                                          
17 FEBRUARY   

                                                                      
 

7:30PM EUCHARIST                                                                      
LIVE-STREAMED VIA FACEBOOK 

 

 

Customary in-church imposition of ashes                                                                       
is not possible this year with coronavirus restrictions.                

 

Dried palm crosses from last Palm Sunday                                                 
have been burned for Ash Wednesday ashes                                       

and are available in small containers                                               
for parishioners to pick up from the church.                                   

Telephone or e-mail first.                                    

 

Ashes can be delivered                                                                      
to parishioners unable to get to the church.   

 

Please join us on-line at 7:30PM                                                     
so we may all do our imposition of ashes                                                                     

together in spirit. 

 

People unable to watch the service                                                   
may pray at home                                                                            

with the prayers provided                                                                 
for use during private imposition.    
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From The Churchwardens 

 

COVID-19 & PARISH UPDATE 

_______________________________________________   
 

10 February 2021 

 

Commencement! …  

 

We are pleased to report that the eleventh Rector of  St. John’s and his wife have 

now taken up residence at the Rectory as he prepared to take over the spiritual 
leadership of  our parish as from this Saturday, 13 February.  We also 

congratulate them both as well as their son Matthew and family on the birth of  

their second grandchild in Wagga Wagga this week. 

 

We will all have an opportunity to welcome Father Robert and Melissa at our in-

person services or other occasions in coming weeks and the Churchwardens 
encourage you to pray for them and that his incumbency, blessed and 

strengthened by His grace, will see our parish grow in both its spiritual mission 

and in its enrichment of  our community. 

 

All attendees for the commencement service to be conducted at St. John’s by 

Bishop Chris Edwards on Saturday, 13 February at 6:30PM have now been 
advised.  What promises to be an inspirational and meaningful service with 

music and a small choir carefully selected by the Director of  Music and his team 

will be fully broadcast via Facebook and we encourage those unable to attend to 
enjoy it at home.  Join us then for the first Sunday services conducted by                

Father Robert, either in-person or on-line on Sunday 14th as advertised in the 

pew bulletin. 

 

 

The latest COVID changes …  

 

As we enter the twenty-third day of  zero community transmission in NSW, the 

only change to the restrictions as they affect St. John’s is a reduction of  space 
requirements from one person per four square metres to one person per two 

square metres.  In practice, this makes very little difference to our seating 

capacity, due to the need to only use every second pew (to maintain 1.5m social 

distance).                         
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The requirements for the wearing of  masks and for congregations to remain 
seated have not changed and are expected to continue in the short to medium 

term.  Similarly, the view of  the Archbishop is that the prohibition on                 

congregational singing and chanting will remain for the foreseeable future due 

to the high risk of  aerosol transmission during loud and whole-hearted singing. 

 

However, the Churchwardens and Father Robert anticipate a return to in-person 
attendance at our 9:30AM service (using the alternate pews) in the near future 

(subject to NSW Health orders and diocesan instructions). 

 

 

Bishop Michael’s Bible Study … 

 

Bishop Michael re-commences his illuminating Bible study discussions via 

Zoom this Thursday (11 February) at 7:30PM and if  you would like to attend—
please use this link  - https://us02web.z0om.us/s/87673589872 – on your                        

computer or smart phone or just phone in on 02 8015 6011 and enter meeting 

number 876 7358 9872 when prompted.  The Wardens could not recommend 
this more highly.  Please also ring the church office to be placed on the e-mail 

list to receive the notes for each week’s study. 

 

The new year’s study will also be working towards Bishop Michael’s Gordon 

mission in March. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Update … 

 

Many will recall the Treasurer’s comments mid-year 2020 at our Annual Vestry 
Meeting where he spoke of  a quiet confidence of  attaining a budgeted               

breakeven financial position for 2020, despite significant anticipated falls in our 

Op Shop income, hall and car park income and an expected drop in offertory of  
about 15% (as did occur, with a drop in offertory from $265,000 in 2019 to 

$225,000 in in 2020). 

 

The Wardens are now able to report that despite a drop in income due to the           

impact of  the COVID restrictions but with the receipt of  the JobKeeper                   

government support for employers, we have managed to achieve a modest                    

surplus and achieve slightly better than breakeven result for the 2020 year. 
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In essence, JobKeeper replaced much of  the lost revenue and still enabled us to 
fully meet the costs of  the Rectory maintenance (~$49,000), the balance of  the 

roof  and building repairs from the 2019 storms and also pay for the cost of  the 

expanded roof  over the area adjacent to the Op Shop.  The Treasurer will report 
final numbers at the Annual Vestry Meeting in the coming weeks after the year-

end audit is completed.  However, on behalf  of  the parish as a whole—the       

Wardens would like to thank all parishioners who have made the transition to 
on-line offertory giving and sustained their offertory over the disrupted period.  

Not only has this maintained our finances despite the loss of  in-person                    

offertory—but direct-debit also provides for greater confidence in budgeting and 

forecasting. 

 

The JobKeeper support concludes at the end of  March.  We hope that offertory 
can by then return to 2019 levels as services recommence in full and our              

Op Shop team can return to a full programme of Op Shop selling days from 

April onwards (subject to a relaxing of  COVID restrictions and the associated 
extra staffing requirements).  We greatly appreciate this enthusiastic and hard 

working group, as to the many visitors we see on Op Shop sale days and              

understand (and share) their frustration at the limits that the COVID                      

requirements have placed on their programme.   

 

Spending in 2021 remains modest, tightly managed and in line with the                 
intention of  meeting all our personnel and maintenance costs whilst                     

maintaining a balanced position.  Hence, we are budgeting to, at the least, break 

even in 2021.  The continued financial support by parishioners in this is critical 

to our ongoing success and much appreciated by us all. 

 

From now on … 

 

As Father Robert takes up the reins of  being our Rector—this weekly update 

will revert to being a “Rector’s Update” from next week.  The Wardens and          

Acting Rector greatly appreciate your prayerful support and positive feedback as 
we have steered the parish through what has certainly been an unexpected and 

pioneering year which has also delayed the appointment of  our new spiritual 

leader.  As has been expressed at our services last Sunday—we have been greatly 
blessed by the curacy and spiritual guidance of  Father Ernest and he has                    

cemented his place as a much loved and appreciated member of  our church    

family.  He will now enjoy a very well deserved short break up until Easter when 

he will return as part of  Father Robert’s ministry team as our Assistant Priest. 

 

The Churchwardens      Chris Russell AM       JK Seo       James Winter 
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    DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

Sunday, 14 February   Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46   Psalm 32:1-2, 5, 11   1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1   

Mark 1:40-45                                                                                                                               

Monday, 15 February   Genesis 4:1-15, 25   Psalm 50:1, 8, 16-17, 20-21   Mark 8:11-13      

Tuesday, 16 February   Genesis 6:5-8, 7:1-5, 10   Psalm 29:1-4, 9-10   Mark 8:14-21      

Wednesday, 17 February   Ash Wednesday    Joel 2:12-18   Psalm 51:3-6, 12-14, 17                                

2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2   Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18                                                                              

Thursday, 18 February   Deuteronomy 30:15-20   Psalm 1:1-4, 6   Luke 9:22-25                              

Friday, 19 February   Isaiah 58:1-9   Psalm 51:3-6, 18-19   Matthew 9:14-15                                        

Saturday, 20 February   Isaiah 58:9-14   Psalm 86:1-6   Luke 5:27-32    

 

Sunday, 21 February   Genesis 9:8-15   Psalm 25:4-9   1 Peter 3:18-22   Mark 1:12-15                

Monday, 22 February   1 Peter 5:1-4   Psalm 23:1-6   Matthew 16:13-19                                             

Tuesday, 23 February   Isaiah 55:10-11   Psalm 34:4-7, 16-19   Matthew 6:7-15                    

Wednesday, 24 February   Jonah 3:1-10   Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19   Luke 11:29-32                    

Thursday, 25 February   Esther C:12,14-16, 23-25   Psalm 138:1-3, 7-8   Matthew 7:7-12      

Friday, 26 February   Ezekiel 18:21-28   Psalm 130:1-8   Matthew 5:20-26                                      

Saturday, 27 February   Deuteronomy 26:16-19   Psalm 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8   Matthew 5:43-48 

 

Readings from United States Conference of  Catholic Bishops, bible.usccb.org. 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF HOPE FOR THE WORLD, Week 5 prayers are included along 

with the usual weekly intercessions page.   

 

From Bill Killinger—TREE STUMP REMOVAL                                                                    

I am looking for two or three fit gentlemen to assist in removing the tree stump 

remaining after the storm in November 2019.  It is a termite hazard.  Insurance 

will not pay for this, so I am trying to do it with volunteers.  Please give me a call 

to discuss, 0407 551 600, or e-mail billkillinger@optusnet.com.au. 

 

 

PLEASE MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCE BETWEEN HOUSEHOLDS 

WHEN ENTERING AND EXITING THE CHURCH.   
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C    A    L    E    N    D    A    R    

 
  

 Sundays 8:00AM Eucharist,                                                                                              

 in-person service, Book of  Common Prayer—                                                               

 Father Robert’s first service here as Rector,                                                                        

 today, Sunday, 14 February, 8:00AM—                                                                           

 as for all in-person services, please telephone or e-mail for a reservation                                                 

   

 Sundays 9:30AM Eucharist,                                                                                     

 modern rite, live-streamed on Facebook 

 

 Ash Wednesday 17 February                                                                                                     

 Eucharist, 7:30PM, live-streamed via Facebook 

 

 Bishop Michael’s Lectio Bible Study                                                                                     

 Thursday nights at 7:30PM via Zoom  

 

 English Classes resume                                                                                                  

 18 February for beginners, 22 February for intermediate 

 

 Next Op Shop Sale Saturday, 27 February, from 9:00AM                                                                

   

 Women’s Bible Study resumes 3 March, 4:00PM to 5:00PM, crypt,                                      

 discussing Ecclesiastes 

 

 First Evensong of  the year Sunday, 14 March, 4:00PM 

 

 Bishop Michael here to lead Lenten mission                                                                                  

 21 March through Easter Day 

 

 Passiontide Carols Service Sunday, 28 March, 7:00PM 

 

 

 

Being on the church e-mail mailing list                                                                                         
ensures you are informed promptly of  any changes.   
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ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST                                                         
PARISH DIRECTORY 

 

754 Pacific Highway (P.O. Box 295)    Gordon NSW 2072                                                                        
Telephone  9498 2744 

 
Website www.stjohnsgordon.org.au                                                                                   

Facebook www.facebook.com/stjohnsgordon                                                                            
and www.facebook.com/musicatstjohnsgordon  

 
Meg in the church office Mondays and Thursdays, Cynthia Thursdays   

                                          
As of 14 February 

Rector           REV’D ROBERT HAPPER        rector@stjohnsgordon.org.au 
Assistant Priest     REV’D ERNEST CHAU                                 Mobile 0414 549 082         

Parish Missioner Rt. Rev’d Dr Michael Hough anathoth.hough@gmail.com 

Director of Music Dr. Brett McKern 0408 303 225, music@stjohnsgordon.org.au 

Asst Dir of Music Nicola Chau 

People’s Warden JK Seo good2bfree@gmail.com  

Rector’s Warden Chris Russell AM chris@clrussell.com.au 

Warden, Treasurer James Winter james.winter@au.gt.com 

Parish Council Dr. Janet Long, Parish Council Secretary    parishcouncil@stjohnsgordon.org.au 

Pastoral Care  Cynthia Keithly pastoralcarestjohnsgordon@gmail.com 

Pastoral Chaplain Jennifer Lum jennifer.lum@bigpond.com 

Safe Ministry Jan McLachlan janmclachlan@bigpond.com, 0408 641 037 

Parish Administrator Meg McDonald office@stjohnsgordon.org.au 

Pew Bulletin Editor Cynthia Keithly                                                       sjgpewbulletin@gmail.com   

Organ Replacement Project  Dennis Wood   0414 462 201, musicassociation@stjohnsgordon.org.au  
 
Westpac Bank Account Name: St Johns Church Gordon  / BSB: 032083 /A/C: 810231                                             

There’s a RECTOR in the RECTORY!  Welcome, Father Robert and Melinda. 

 

 

 


