
 

 

From The Churchwardens 
 

COVID-19 & PARISH UPDATE 
 
———————————————————————————————–—— 
 
12 January 2021 
 

Our new Rector … 

 
The keen anticipation of  the arrival of  Father Robert and Melinda at the           
Rectory is certainly now palpable around the parish.  Their physical move            
commences on 1 February, after which Father Robert takes some leave and 
spends two weeks settling into his new home before his commencement as our 
11th Rector on 13 February.  That day will also see the commencement service 
at St. John’s, at a time to be announced shortly by our Regional Bishop—                    
Chris Edwards.  The Wardens would like to record their thanks to Bishop Chris 
for his sensitivity, support and focus as he assisted us through the process once 
the parish nominators had completed their deliberations and made their                       
recommendation to the Archbishop in this most difficult of  years. 
 
Subject to the COVID restrictions in place on the day—the Rectory will be 
available for viewing after the 8:00AM in-person service on 31 January.  If  you 
would like to stay on for that viewing—please let Meg know in your registration 
for that week, as the number will be limited by the maximum number allowed 
inside at one time.   
 
Father Robert has sat in on his first St. John’s Churchwardens’ meeting as an 
observer.  We look forward to working closely with him as he takes over the 
reins of  the parish and we are able to move forward in what we all hope will be 
a year that will see a return to greater normality than we saw in 2020 in our 
worship and parish mission.   
 
 

Our services and worship … 

 
As the Northern Beaches come out of  lockdown and NSW Health tracks down 
the vestiges of  the Avalon and Berala clusters—we can reflect on the               
proficiency and success of  NSW Health who have set a gold standard for                       
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contact tracing.  This has led to the NSW government being able to minimise the 
need for blanket lockdowns or state border closures again—particularly              
compared to other states (to say nothing of  other countries).  Similarly, the               
diocesan approach has been supportive of  the government with our personal 
safety and also the need to minimise societal and business shutdowns at the fore.   
 
At St. John’s—whilst the restrictions on our worship may have been frustrating 
and annoying, the Churchwardens’ mantra has always been what NSW Health 
and the government are trying to achieve with a particular order of                     
recommendation.  And, how we can provide opportunities for meaningful           
worship whilst aiding the government in that and keeping our congregations and 
ministry-volunteer teams as safe as possible—rather than “what we can get away 
with or ignore”. 
 
 
The key changes of  the last two weeks are: 
 
* The new requirement for all attendees to “check-in” and “check-out”        
 using the Service NSW app which can be downloaded onto any 
 smartphone.  Any parishioner unable to use the Service NSW app            
 now has to be electronically checked-in, to be accessible by                     
 NSW Health, whenever requested, within 4 hours.  Please pre-empt            
 this by loading the Service NSW app onto your smartphone or go to 
 http://www.service.nsw.gov.au/covid-19 now to streamline this                 
 registration process.  You will then be able to check-in and check-out           
 using the Service NSW QR code process; QR code posters are                  
 displayed throughout St. John’s buildings. 
 
*  Everyone is required to check-in and check-out every time they                   
 enter St. John’s buildings for any purpose.  The same as with services,       
 you must use the QR code check-in if  you are able.  If  you are not                          
 able to do so, you must inform personnel in the church office as soon                     
 as you enter, and again when you leave. 
 
* A requirement that all members of  the congregation remain seated 
 throughout the service, including places where they would                         
 normally stand, or to receive Communion.  Father Ernest now                    
 delivers the Host to the congregation in their pews (similar to the                      
 procedure for disabled parishioners in the past) using the                              
 intermediate pews left vacant for social distancing reasons for access. 
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*  A return to the suspension of  singing as per NSW Health orders. 
 
* The resumption of  the four-square-metre rule—(although this has                            
 had little effect, as our capacity is determined more by the number                            
 of  pews we can use to maintain the 1.5 metre separation in all                               
 directions).  
 
* The wearing of  masks continues to be required during services.   
 
*  Please note that as per the current health orders—masks must be                       
 worn whenever you enter any of  the buildings at the church—                               
 including the church, office(s), hall, Op Shop, crypt,                                                
 Upper Room, etc.  This is now a NSW legal requirement for                                         
 public indoor spaces with penalties in place for non-compliance.  
 
 
 
St. John’s has updated our COVID-19 safety plan with the NSW government 
and our internal protocols to reflect these changes.  Both of  these documents are 
available on our website, or by contacting the church office for a copy.   
 
We look forward to seeing you either at our in-person 8:00AM BCP Eucharist 
service or on-line at 9:30AM on Sunday. 
 
 
 

The Churchwardens   Chris Russell AM    JK Seo    James Winter 


