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 How difficult it is to be servant or follower of  the Lord? This is the 
theme I want to develop with the readings for this Sunday. No doubt the 
Epistle reading is hard to digest. Can we really live in such a way we flout all 
natural structures. How can a person presume to be single while having a 
spouse? The freedom of  the single person to wait unhindered upon the 
Lord’s coming is enviable. But this is not a moral principle. Instead, in the 
previous paragraph of  the same chapter St. Paul expounds the general 
principle of  vocation. One’s vocation is the circumstance ‘in which’ one is 
called, i.e. to follow Christ. When Paul wrote in v.29: ‘let even those who have 
wives be as though they had none’, perhaps we should also include husband in 
his saying. This saying of  Paul is hard but it has to be understood in the light 
of  one’s vocation. To follow Christ is a divine calling which last to eternity, 
whereas to have a wife or husband only lasts until one’s business with the 
world is finished. The difficulty is how to fulfil one’s vocation in a married 
state. I’m not a qualified marriage counsellor but a priest. The only advice I 
can think of, if  it is indeed an advice, is Paul’s words in Ephesians 5:21: ‘Be 
subject to one another out of  reverence for Christ. ’ Rather unfortunately, many 
folks leave out this important verse in the service of  church wedding and 
start the reading, ‘Wives, be subject to your husband…’   
 

When we come to the OT reading Jonah 3, too often students of  the 
Bible, especially among Sunday school, but even among many adult 
Christians, spend a lot of  our time arguing insignificant points of  the story, 
thereby missing the most important point of  the entire story. This question 
has continually been raised whether Jonah was actually swallowed by a 
whale, even though the book itself  never speaks of  a whale. And then the 
subsequent question which does not depend upon whatever answer to the 
previous question. Is it possible for a human being to survive for three days 
in the interior of  a sea-monster? I suspect nobody could ever have done an 
experiment to prove or disprove it. In many cities of  Asia from time to time 
we come across many bizarre things. I once saw a teenage girl being shut 
inside of  a small glass cubicle which was full of  all kinds of  venomous 
snakes. The amazing thing was that she had been staying there for the last 
few days. Even if  it is possible for a human being to survive in the interior of  
a sea-monster for three days, so what? What does that prove? Nothing, just 
like the girl sitting among poisonous snakes. The Book of  Jonah is not about 
a man who survived disaster in a remarkable way. Rather it is about a 
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bad-tempered, unloving man, who was yet constrained to do God’s will, and 
in doing of  that will, he found no pleasure or satisfaction.  

 
 Jonah does not like Ninevites, and does not wish them to be saved. He 
proclaims repentance to them, and hopes every much that they will not 
repent. When they do repent, from his point of  view the worst has 
happened. He is indignant with a God who finds it possible to be so much 
more merciful that the prophet can find it in his heart to be.  
 
 The last verse of  this book is God’s answer to Jonah’s indignation. It is 
one of  the astonishing verse in the entire bible. ‘But Nineveh has more than 
120,000 people who don’t know their right hands from their left, not to mention all 
the animals.’ Shouldn’t I feel sorry for such a great city? Not to mention all 
the animals, in the memorable phrase of  the King James’ Version, and so 
much cattle.  
 
 Is it possible for us to be like Jonah even though we might have done 
something noble for God but without mercy and compassion? Remember 
another memorable phrase in the Old Testament uttered by the prophet 
Nathan to David, ‘You are the man.’  
 
 I suspect the last president of  USA would find it impossible to receive 
Holy Communion from the hands of  an Asian or black minister. Or for that 
matter, many white Aussies find it impossible to receive Holy Communion 
from the hands of  Aboriginal minister. In USA and South Africa even up to 
this moment, many good white Christians find it impossible to receive Holy 
Communion from the hands of  a black minister and vice versa. I wonder if  
it has occurred to them that, if  they ever get to the kingdom of  heaven, they 
are going to share it with a considerable of  Asians and black peoples. Many 
white Australian Christians perhaps think that, in crossing the Jordan, all 
Asians and Aboriginal will somehow be washed white. By the way, recently 
I read a testimony of  the Presiding Bishop of  Episcopal church of  USA. He 
is a son of  a Baptist minister. How come he becomes an Anglican bishop? 
Before he became a minister, he was invited by his girlfriend, later his wife, 
to her church in Chicago. Though she was black she went to a largely white 
Anglican Church. When it came to receiving Holy Communion, Bishop 
Michael remained seated but his girlfriend went forward to take it. He was 
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absolutely astounded that black people could actually receive Holy 
Communion from a white minister. It changed his view of  what a Christian 
Church is all about - that is how he later became Anglican! 
 
 My stay in U.K. in the last century and settlement in Australia both tell 
more or less same story, many white people rule out a large part of  the 
human race as wogs, wops, dagoes. Do they really suppose that in the other 
world all those sub-human species will somehow have been transformed 
into perfect Christians? Or is heaven a superior prestige club, reserved only 
for members whose colour happens to be white.  
 

You may say in your heart, ‘Heaven forbid!’ Are we better than James 
and John, the first disciples of  Jesus? Don’t you remember the famous 
incident in Luke’s Gospel. In Luke 9:51-56, we read Jesus intended to stay 
in a village in Samaria but the villagers rejected him. James and John 
became outrageous and said to Jesus, "Lord, do you want us to command fire to 
come down from heaven and consume them?"  I hope you remember Jesus’ 
response. In some ancient manuscripts, v.56 has Jesus saying: ‘I do not come 
to destroy people’s life but to save them.’  

 
One wonders why Jesus’ first disciples would have uttered such 

unloving and damaging words to Samaritans! Do you think we are better 
than James and John? I believe it is only after they witnessed Jesus’ death on 
the Cross and his resurrection, did they truly understand Jesus’ 
proclamation: "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of  God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news."  

 
Have we ever repented and believed in the Good News of  Jesus? It is 

hard to be followers of  Jesus! 


