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THE ORDER OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Entrance 
 
Hymn 47 (DIX, New English Hymnal) 

 
As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold, 
As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright, 
So, most gracious God, may we 
Evermore be led to thee. 
 
As with joyful steps they sped, 
To that lowly manger-bed, 
There to bend the knee before 
Him whom heaven and earth adore, 
So may we with willing feet 
Ever seek thy mercy-seat. 
 
As they offered gifts most rare 
At that manger rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, 
Pure, and free from sin's alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee our heavenly King. 
 
 Holy Jesu, every day 
Keep us in the narrow way; 
And, when earthly things are past, 
Bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, 
Where no clouds thy glory hide. 
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In the heavenly country bright 
Need they no created light; 
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown, 
Thou its Sun which goes not down: 
There for ever may we sing 
Alleluyas to our King. 

  
Music: C. Kocher, 1786-1872 

Text: W. Chatterton Dix, 1837-98 

 
Acclamation 
 
 In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
Greeting 

The priest greets the people 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 
The Lord has mercy on those who fear him from generation to 
generation. Let us humbly confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
confident that God will raise us up. 
 
All sit or kneel;  
 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do: we 

https://hymnary.org/person/Kocher_Conrad
https://hymnary.org/person/Dix_WC
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have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbours as ourselves; we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
The priest says this or another absolution  

 
May the Almighty and merciful God have mercy on you,  pardon 
you, and forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, grant 
you time for amendment of life, and give you grace and strength to 
grow in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal. Amen 
 
Kyrie Eleison  
 
All sing 

 
Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
 
All stand to sing  

 
Gloria in Excelsis 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
 receive our prayer. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
 Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 
The Collect of the day is said  
 
Let us pray. 
 
All sit or kneel 

 
The Collect 
 
Lord God of the nations, we have seen the star of your glory rising in 
splendor: may the brightness of your incarnate Word pierce the night 
that covers the earth, signal the dawn of justice and peace, and beckon 
all nations to walk as one in your light. We ask this through Jesus 
Christ, your Word made flesh, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, in the splendor of eternal light, God for ever and ever. 
Amen 
 
Parish Prayer 
 
God our Father, send your Holy Spirit upon the people of this 
parish.  Give us a greater love for all. Make us more compassionate 
for the sick, the lonely and all in need, more zealous in the 
inspiration of the young; more concerned about the wider mission of 
the Church and more generous in our giving of service and money. 
Help each one of us to know what we ought to do, and give us 
strength and courage faithfully to do it, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
 
All sit for the Readings 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 

The First Reading is taken from the Prophet Isaiah,  
 Chapter 60, beginning to read from the 1st verse 
 
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  Your light has come, the glory of the 
Lord shines upon you. See, darkness covers the earth, and thick clouds 
cover the peoples; but upon you the LORD shines, and over you 
appears his glory. Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your 
shining radiance. Raise your eyes and look about; they all gather and 
come to you: your sons come from afar, and your daughters in the 
arms of their nurses. Then you shall be radiant at what you see, your 
heart shall throb and overflow, for the riches of the sea shall be 
emptied out before you, the wealth of nations shall be brought to you. 
Caravans of camels shall fill you, dromedaries from Midian and 
Ephah; all from Sheba shall come bearing gold and frankincense, and 
proclaiming the praises of the LORD. 
 
After the reading 

 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Gradual Psalm, Psalm 72  
 
Sung by the cantor alone, the congregation seated 

 
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
O God, with your judgment endow the king, 
and with your justice, the king's son; 
He shall govern your people with justice 
and your afflicted ones with judgment. 
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
Justice shall flower in his days, 
and profound peace, till the moon be no more. 
May he rule from sea to sea, 
and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
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The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer gifts; 
the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring tribute. 
All kings shall pay him homage, 
all nations shall serve him. 
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, 
and the afflicted when he has no one to help him. 
He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor; 
the lives of the poor he shall save. 
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
 
The Second Reading is taken from the Epistle of Saint Paul to 
 the Ephesians, Chapter 3, beginning at the 2rd verse 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
You have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me 
for your benefit, namely, that the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation. It was not made known to people in other generations as it 
has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit: that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and 
copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 
After the reading 

 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
 
All stand to sing the sequence hymn 

 
Sequence Hymn 48 (STUTTGART, New English Hymnal) 

 
Bethlehem, of noblest cities 
 None can once with thee compare; 
Thou alone the Lord from heaven 
 Didst for us incarnate bear. 
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Fairer than the sun at morning 
 Was the star that told his birth; 
To the lands their God announcing, 
 Seen in fleshly form on earth. 
 
By its lambent beauty guided 
 See the eastern kings appear; 
See them bend, their gifts to offer, 
 Gifts of incense, gold and myrrh. 
 
Solemn things of mystic meaning: 
 Incense doth the God disclose, 
Gold a royal child proclaimeth, 
 Myrrh a future tomb foreshows. 
 
Holy Jesu, in thy brightness 
 To the Gentile world displayed, 
With the Father and the Spirit 
 Endless praise to thee be paid. Amen. 
 

Music: Adapted from a melody in C. F. Witt's  
Harmonia Sacra Gotha 1715 

Text: Latin, Prudentius, 348-410 
Tr: Edward Caswall, 1814-78 

 
The Gospel Acclamation is sung 

 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
We saw his star at its rising 
and have come to do him homage. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, 
 Chapter 2, beginning to read at the 1st verse 

https://hymnary.org/person/Prudentius_AC
https://hymnary.org/person/Caswall_Edward
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The deacon or priest makes the Sign of the Cross on the book and, together with the people, on his 
forehead, lips, and breast. At the same time the people acclaim 

 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.   

 
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King 
Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 
"Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising 
and have come to do him homage." When King Herod heard this, he 
was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the 
chief priests and the scribes of the people, He inquired of them where 
the Christ was to be born. They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, 
for thus it has been written through the prophet:  
And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people Israel." 
Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from them the 
time of the star's appearance. He sent them to Bethlehem and said,  
"Go and search diligently for the child. When you have found him, 
bring me word, that I too may go and do him homage." After their 
audience with the king they set out. And behold, the star that they had 
seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the 
place where the child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and 
on entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother. They 
prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their 
treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed for their country by another way. 
 
After the Gospel 

 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
A sermon or homily is given 
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The Profession of Faith 
 
All say or sing the profession of faith. Bow or genuflect at the words of the incarnation 

 
We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, 
 of one being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
   and the life  of the world to come. Amen  
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THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 
With all our heart, and with all our mind, for the peace which is from 
above and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
The people kneel. At the conclusion of each intercession the following is used 

 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Hear us Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, world without end. Amen 
 

THE EUCHARIST 
 
The Greeting of Peace 
 
The priest introduces the greeting in these or other suitable words, the people standing 

 
We have seen his star in the east and have come with gifts to adore the 
Lord. Amen 
 
We are the body of Christ. 
His Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
The Offertory: Preparation of the Gifts 
 
Offertory Hymn 49 (ii) (EPIPHANY, New English Hymnal) 

 
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 

Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
 Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
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Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining, 
 Low lies his head with the beasts of the stall: 
Angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
 Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all. 
 
Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 
 Odours of Edom and offerings divine? 
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 
 Myrrh from the forest or gold from the mine? 
 
Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
 Vainly with gifts would his favour secure; 
Richer by far is the heart's adoration, 
 Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
 
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
 Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
 Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

Music: J. F. Thrupp, 1827-67 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826 

 

 
The gifts of the people are presented, and the bread and wine are placed on the Altar. These prayers may 
be said 

 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life.  
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become our spiritual drink. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

https://hymnary.org/person/Thrupp_JF1
https://hymnary.org/person/Heber_Reginald
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The priest completes additional personal preparatory rites, and then the priest makes the following invitation to 
prayer 

 
Pray, brethren that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, the 
almighty Father.  
 
The people reply 

 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and 
glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 
The prayer over the gifts is said 
 
Lord accept the offerings of your Church, not gold, frankincense and 
myrrh, but the sacrifice and food they symbolize: Jesus Christ, who is 
Lord for ever and ever. Amen 
 
The people stand 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer  
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Father, all powerful and ever-living God, we do well always and 
everywhere to give you thanks.  
 
Today you revealed in Christ your eternal plan of salvation and 
showed him as the light of all peoples. Now that his glory has shone 
among us you have renewed humanity in his immortal image. 
 
Now with the angels and archangels and the whole company of 
heaven, we sing the unending him of your praise, and singing:  
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
   Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
   Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The people kneel 

 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the fountain of all holiness. Let your Spirit 
come upon these gifts to make them holy, so that they may become for 
us the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ; Before he was given 
up to death, a death he freely accepted, he took bread and gave you 
thanks.  
 
He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: Take this, all of 
you, and eat it; this is my body which will be given up for you. 
               
When supper was ended, he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks 
and praise, gave the cup to his disciples, and said: Take this, all of you, 
and drink from it; this is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and 
everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may 
be forgiven. Do this in memory of me. 
 
Memorial Acclamation. 
After the words of institution, when the priest has replaced the chalice on the Altar and genuflected. 

 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 
 
In memory of his death and resurrection, we offer you, Father, this 
life-giving bread, this saving cup. We thank you for counting us 
worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. May all of us who 
share in the body and blood of Christ be brought together in unity by 
the Holy Spirit. Lord, remember your Church throughout the world; 
make us grow in love, together with Glenn our archbishop and all the 
clergy.  
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Remember our departed brothers and sisters who have gone to their 
rest in the hope of rising again; bring them and all the departed into the 
light of your presence. 
 
Have mercy on us all; make us worthy to share eternal life with Mary, 
the virgin Mother of the Lord, with the apostles, and with all the saints 
who have done your will throughout the ages. May we praise you in 
union with them, and give you glory through your Son, Jesus Christ.  
 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, we 
worship you, Father eternal, in songs of never-ending praise: 
 
Blessing, and honour, and glory and power, are yours for ever, and 
ever. Amen 
 
The Communion 
 
The Lord's Prayer is said or sung 

 
Jesus taught us to call God our Father, and so in faith we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever. Amen 
 
The priest says 
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As this broken bread was once many grains, 
which have been gathered together and made one bread: 
so may your Church be gathered 
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.  
 
Agnus Dei is said or sung as the priest breaks the consecrated Host 

 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
 grant us your peace. 
 
The Priest invites the people to receive Holy Communion, he genuflects, takes the Host and, holding it 
slightly raised above the paten or above the chalice and says aloud: 
 
This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  
Happy are those who are called to his supper.  
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
This prayer is said  
 
We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We 
are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear 
Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, So that our sinful bodies 
may be made clean by His body, and our souls washed through His 
most precious blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in 
us. Amen 
 
Come let us take this holy Sacrament of the body and blood of Christ 
and feed on him in our hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The priest and other communicants receive Holy Communion  
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The body of Christ. Amen 
The blood of Christ. Amen 
 
The Prayer after Communion 
 

Father,  
guide us with your light. 
Help us to recognise Christ in this Eucharist  
and welcome Him with love,  
for he is Lord for ever and ever. Amen 
 
The people say 

 
Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and 
work to your praise and glory. Amen  
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the 
perseverance of the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and 
the peace of the Christ Child, be yours this Christmas; and the blessing 
of God almighty, the Father, the Son,  and the Holy Spirit, come 
down upon you and remain with you always. Amen 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
Recessional Hymn 52 (WAS LEBET, New English Hymnal) 

 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
 Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
With gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
 Kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 
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Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness, 
 High on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
Comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
 Guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
 
Fear not to enter His courts in the slenderness  
 Of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
Truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
 These are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 
 
These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
 He will accept for the name that is dear; 
Mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
 Trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 
 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
 Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
With gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
 Kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 
 

Music: Melody from the Reinhardt MS 1754 
Text: J. S. B. Monsell, 1811-75 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Music for the Feast of the Epiphany 
Mass: Michael Dudman 

Gospel Alleluia:  Plainsong 
Communion motet: Jesu dulcedo cordium 

Organ Postlude: Organist Nicola Chau 
 

https://hymnary.org/person/Monsell_JSB
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