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We give thanks to God for the successful surgery on Father Ernest. We are 
happy to report that he is recovering from this “minor repair work” and are 
delighted that he will return to our services very soon. He is very grateful for 
your prayers and good wishes and is looking forward to returning to full 
strength.  
 
With increasing numbers now attending our in-person service—and the 
current “zero community transmissions” status—we have reviewed our 
church seating to allow us to seat more pre-registered attendees each week. 
Please ensure you continue to pre-register by Wednesday so we can plan for 
your attendance— and we welcome you back as soon as you are 
comfortable to do so. With some North Shore churches still not 
commencing in-person services—we have a number of outside visitors each 
week—so we welcome them also to our community of faith as we await a 
full opening of church services—presumably once the vaccine options 
become available generally next year.  
 
The Op Shop returns …  
 
This week sees the welcome return of the St John’s Op Shop on Saturday at 
9:00AM. Our thanks must go to Jan McLachlan who has put together and 
now rehearsed a COVID-safe plan to ensure that our many visitors on the 
day will be able to browse safely and that our Op Shop workers will also be 
well isolated. We have ten volunteer COVID marshals working on the day, 
maintaining queueing and social distancing—so we look forward to seeing 
our St John’s parish family meet with the greater community through the 
Op Shop for the first time since March.  
 
WEGS Shop …  
 
The permanent WEGS shop is now also open for business on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 10:00AM to 2:00PM. This shop will enable parishioners to 
purchase their jams, cakes, greeting cards, jewellery or other craft items  
normally sold on the first Sunday after the service. Please have Eftpos cards 
available for your purchases to save handing of cash. If you would like to 



join WEGS and/or help these hard-working ladies either in baking, jam-
making, homemade craft items or in manning the shop—please contact 
Rhonda Kramer or Robyn Kerr via the church office.  
 
Christmas 2020 …  
 
The Wardens are looking at the Christmas services with the Acting Rector 
and at this stage we propose to have a midnight in-person service on 
Christmas Eve and then an 8:00AM in-person service on Christmas 
Morning followed by our on-line sung Eucharist at 9:30AM or 10:00AM. 
However, we will keep you informed when these decisions are made largely 
based on the Health Orders in place at the time as regards singing and social 
distancing.  
 
Finally …  
 
This week marks one year to the day since “Patient Zero” - a 55 year old 
Chinese male—was first diagnosed with what is now known as COVID-19 
in Wuhan, China. What a year has ensued! - upturning our lives and our 
worship. Whilst the usual excitement and celebration of our Advent Carol 
service and in-person pre-Christmas events may be restricted or absent this 
year—we urge you to keep in contact with each other, particularly those 
who still feel isolated by the scourge of COVID-19. Let us know via the 
church office or directly any distress or needs amongst those in our parish 
family who may need our pastoral or practical help.  
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