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THE ORDER OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Entrance 
 
Introit Advent Prose 501 (RORATE CAELI, New English Hymnal) 

 
Drop down ye heavens from above, 
And let the skies pour down righteousness. 

Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, 
neither remember iniquity forever: 
thy holy cities are a wilderness, 
Sion is a wilderness, 
Jerusalem a desolation: 
our holy and our beautiful house, 
where our fathers praised thee. 

Drop down ye heavens from above, 
And let the skies pour down righteousness. 

 
Music: Mode i 

 
Hymn 11 (VENI EMMANUEL New English Hymnal) 

 
O come, O come, Immanuel! 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! 
 Immanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 
Who to thy tribes, on Sinai’s height, 
In ancient time didst give the law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! 
 Immanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
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O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depth of hell thy people save, 
And give them victory o’er the grave. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! 
 Immanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight, 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! 
 Immanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! 
 Immanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
Music: Melody ‘adapted from a French Missal’ 

by Thomas Helmore 1811-90  
Text: Latin, 12th century  

Tr John Mason Neale 1818-66 
 

At the Advent Wreath 
   

The Patriarchs 
Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors: to you be 
praise and glory forever! You called the Patriarchs to live by the light 
of faith and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment. May 
we be obedient to your call and be ready and watchful to receive your 
Christ, a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for you are our light 
and our salvation. 
 
Blessed be God for ever. 
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Lord Jesus, Light of the world, 
Born in David’s city of Bethlehem, 
Born like him to be a king: 
Be born in our hearts this Christmastide, 
Be king of our lives today. 
 
Acclamation 
 
 In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
Greeting 
 
The priest greets the people 

 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 
It is time to awake out of sleep, for deliverance is nearer to us now 
than when we first believed.  Let us then throw off the deeds of 
darkness and come to the Lord in penitence and faith. 
 
All sit or kneel;  
 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do: we 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbours as ourselves; we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
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Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
The priest says this or another absolution  

 
May the Almighty and merciful God have mercy on you,  pardon 
you, and forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, grant 
you time for amendment of life, and give you grace and strength to 
grow in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal. Amen 
 
Kyrie Eleison  
 
All sing 

 
Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
 
The Collect of the day is said  
 
Let us pray. 
 
All sit or kneel 

 
The Collect 
 
Eternal God, through long generations you prepared a way for the 
coming of your Son, and by your Spirit you still bring light to illumine 
our paths: renew us in faith and hope that we may welcome Christ to 
rule our thoughts and claim our love; to whom be glory for ever.  
Amen. 
 
Parish Prayer 
 
God our Father, send your Holy Spirit upon the people of this 
parish.  Give us a greater love for all. Make us more compassionate 
for the sick, the lonely and all in need, more zealous in the 
inspiration of the young; more concerned about the wider mission of 
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the Church and more generous in our giving of service and money. 
Help each one of us to know what we ought to do, and give us 
strength and courage faithfully to do it, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
 
Prayer at the Time of Choosing an Incumbent 
 
Bountiful God, give to this parish a faithful pastor who will 
faithfully speak your word and minister your sacraments; an 
encourager who will equip your people for ministry and enable us to 
fulfil our calling. Give to those who will choose, wisdom, 
discernment and patience, and to us give warm and generous hearts, 
for the sake of your son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
All sit for the Readings 

 
THE WORD OF GOD 

 
The First Reading is taken from the Book of Isaiah,  
 Chapter 63, beginning to read from the 16th verse 
 
You, LORD, are our father, our redeemer you are named from of old. 
Why do you make us wander, LORD, from your ways, and harden 
our hearts so that we do not fear you? Return for the sake of your 
servants, the tribes of your heritage. Why have the wicked invaded 
your holy place, why have our enemies trampled your sanctuary? Too 
long have we been like those you do not rule, on whom your name is 
not invoked. Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
with the mountains quaking before you, As when brushwood is set 
ablaze, or fire makes the water boil! Then your name would be made 
known to your enemies and the nations would tremble before you, 
While you worked awesome deeds we could not hope for, such as had 
not been heard of from of old. No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, 
any God but you working such deeds for those who wait for him. 
Would that you might meet us doing right, that we might be mindful 
of you in our ways! Indeed, you are angry; we have sinned, we have 
acted wickedly. We have all become like something unclean, all our 
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just deeds are like polluted rags; We have all withered like leaves, and 
our crimes carry us away like the wind. There are none who call upon 
your name, none who rouse themselves to take hold of you; For you 
have hidden your face from us and have delivered us up to our crimes. 
Yet, LORD, you are our father; we are the clay and you our potter: we 
are all the work of your hand. 
 
After the reading 

 
This is the Word of the Lord 
 
Thanks be to God 
 
Gradual Psalm, Psalm 72:1-7 
 
Sung by the cantor alone, the congregation seated 

 
1. Give the King thy judgements, O God :  
 and thy righteousness unto the King's son. 
2. Then shall he judge thy people according unto right :  
 and defend the poor. 
3. The mountains also shall bring peace :  
 and the little hills righteousness unto the people. 
4. He shall keep the simple folk by their right :  
 defend the children of the poor, and punish the wrong-doer. 
5. They shall fear thee, as long as the sun and moon endureth :  
 from one generation to another. 
6. He shall come down like the rain into a fleece of wool :  
 even as the drops that water the earth. 
7. In his time shall the righteous flourish :  
 yea, and abundance of peace, so long as the moon endureth. 
 
The Second Reading is taken from the First Epistle of Saint Paul  
 to the Corinthians, Chapter 1, beginning at the 3rd verse 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I give thanks to my God always on your account for the grace 
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of God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, that in him you were 
enriched in every way, with all discourse and all knowledge, as the 
testimony to Christ was confirmed among you, so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revelation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He will keep you firm to the end, irreproachable on the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, and by him you were 
called to fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
After the reading 

 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
The Holy Gospel 
 
All stand to sing the sequence hymn 

 
Sequence Hymn 1 Sung to 243 (ANGELUS, New English Hymnal) 

 
Creator of the starry height, 
Thy peoples everlasting light, 
Jesu, redeemer of us all, 
Hear thou thy servants when they call. 
 
Thou, sorrowing at the helpless cry 
Of all creation doomed to die, 
Didst come to save our fallen race, 
By healing gifts of heavenly grace. 
 
When earth was near its evening hour, 
Thou didst, in love’s redeeming power, 
Like bridegroom from his chamber, come 
Forth from a virgin-mother’s womb. 
 
At thy great name, exalted now; 
All knees in lowly homage bow; 
All things in heaven and earth adore, 
And own thee King for evermore. 
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To thee, O Holy One, we pray, 
Our judge in that tremendous day, 
Ward off, while yet we dwell below, 
The weapons of our crafty foe. 
 
To God the Father, God the Son, 
And God the Spirit, Three in One, 
Praise, honour, might, and glory be 
From age to age eternally. Amen. 

Music: Adapted from a melody contributed by 
G. Joseph to Heilige Seelenlust Breslau 1657 

Text: Latin 
Tr J. M. Neale 1818-66 

 

Advent Sequence Hymn 502 
 
Sung by the cantor alone 
 
The Gospel Acclamation is sung 

 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Show us Lord, your love; 
and grant us your salvation. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, 
 Chapter 13, beginning to read at the 33rd verse 
 
The deacon or priest makes the Sign of the Cross on the book and, together with the people, on his 
forehead, lips, and breast. At the same time the people acclaim 

 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Jesus said to his disciples: 
Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come. It is 
like a man traveling abroad. He leaves home and places his servants in 
charge, each with his work, and orders the gatekeeper to be on the 
watch. Watch, therefore; you do not know when the lord of the house 
is coming, whether in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or 
in the morning. May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping. 
What I say to you, I say to all: ‘Watch!’” 
 
After the Gospel 

 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
A sermon or homily is given 

 
The Profession of Faith  
 
All say or sing the profession of faith. Bow or genuflect at the words of the incarnation 

 
We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, 
 of one being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 
  and was made man. 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
   and the life  of the world to come. Amen  
   
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 
With all our heart, and with all our mind, for the peace which is from 
above and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
The people kneel. At the conclusion of each intercession the following is used 

 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Hear us Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, world without end. Amen 
 
 

THE EUCHARIST 
 
The Greeting of Peace 
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The priest introduces the greeting in these or other suitable words, the people standing 

 
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall 
break upon us, to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Amen 
 
We are the body of Christ. 
His Spirit is with us. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
 
The Offertory: Preparation of the Gifts 
 
Offertory Hymn 5 (MERTON, New English Hymnal) 
 
Hark! A herald voice is calling: 
 ‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say; 
‘Cast away the dreams of darkness, 
 O ye children of the day!’ 
 
Startled at the solemn warning, 
 Let the earth-bound soul arise; 
Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, 
 Shines upon the morning skies. 
 
Lo! The Lamb, so long expected, 
 Comes with pardon down from heaven; 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
 One and all to be forgiven; 
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So when next he comes in glory, 
 And earth’s final hour draws near, 
May he then as our defender 
 On the clouds of heaven appear. 
 
Honour, glory, virtue, merit, 
 To the Father and the Son, 
With the co-eternal Spirit, 
 While unending ages run.   Amen. 

Music: W. H. Monk 1823-89 
Text: From the Latin 

Tr E. Caswall 1814-78‡  

 
The gifts of the people are presented, and the bread and wine are placed on the Altar. These prayers may 
be said 

 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life.  
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become our spiritual drink. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
The priest completes additional personal preparatory rites, and then the priest makes the following invitation to 
prayer 

 
Pray, brethren that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, the 
almighty Father.  
 
The people reply 

 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and 
glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
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The prayer over the gifts is said 
 
Father, from all you give us we present this bread and wine. As we 
serve you now, accept our offering and sustain us with your promise of 
eternal life. Amen  
 
The people stand 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer  
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, it is our duty, our joy and our salvation, at all times 
and in all places to give you thanks and praise, O Lord, holy Father, 
heavenly King, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ, your 
only Son, our Lord.  
 
Because in his coming as man the day of our deliverance has dawned; 
and through him you will make all things new, as he comes in power 
and triumph to judge the world. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising 
you and singing, 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
   Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
   Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The people kneel 
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the fountain of all holiness. Let your Spirit 
come upon these gifts to make them holy, so that they may become for 
us the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ; 
       
Before he was given up to death, a death he freely accepted, he took 
bread and gave you thanks. He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, 
and said: Take this, all of you, and eat it; this is my body which will be 
given up for you. 
                
When supper was ended, he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks 
and praise, gave the cup to his disciples, and said: Take this, all of you, 
and drink from it; this is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and 
everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may 
be forgiven. Do this in memory of me. 
 
Memorial Acclamation. 
After the words of institution, when the priest has replaced the chalice on the Altar and genuflected. 

 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 
 
In memory of his death and resurrection, we offer you, Father, this 
life-giving bread, this saving cup. We thank you for counting us 
worthy to stand in your presence and serve you.  
 
May all of us who share in the body and blood of Christ be brought 
together in unity by the Holy Spirit. Lord, remember your Church 
throughout the world; make us grow in love, together with Glenn our 
archbishop and all the clergy. Remember our departed brothers and 
sisters who have gone to their rest in the hope of rising again; bring 
them and all the departed into the light of your presence. 
 
Have mercy on us all; make us worthy to share eternal life with Mary, 
the virgin Mother of the Lord, with the apostles, and with all the saints 
who have done your will throughout the ages. May we praise you in 
union with them, and give you glory through your Son, Jesus Christ.  
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Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, we 
worship you, Father eternal, in songs of never-ending praise: 
 
Blessing, and honour, and glory and power, are yours for ever, and 
ever. Amen 
 
 
The Communion 
 
The Lord's Prayer is said or sung 

 
Jesus taught us to call God our Father, and so in faith we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever. Amen 
 
The priest says 

 
As this broken bread was once many grains, 
which have been gathered together and made one bread: 
so may your Church be gathered 
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.  
 
Agnus Dei is said or sung as the priest breaks the consecrated Host 
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Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
 grant us your peace. 
 
The Priest invites the people to receive Holy Communion, he genuflects, takes the Host and, holding it 
slightly raised above the paten or above the chalice and says aloud: 
 
This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper.  
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
This prayer is said  
 
We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We 
are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear 
Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, So that our sinful bodies 
may be made clean by His body, and our souls washed through His 
most precious blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in 
us. Amen 
 
Come let us take this holy Sacrament of the body and blood of Christ 
and feed on him in our hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The priest and other communicants receive Holy Communion  

 
The body of Christ. Amen 
The blood of Christ. Amen 
 
The Prayer after Communion 
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Father, may our Communion teach us to love heaven. May its promise 
and hope guide our way on earth. Amen 
 
The people say 
 

Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and 
work to your praise and glory. Amen  
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, and make you ready 
to meet him when he comes in glory; and the blessing of God 
almighty, the Father, the Son,  and the Holy Spirit, come down upon 
you and remain with you always. Amen 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
Recessional Hymn 9 (HELMSLEY, New English Hymnal) 

 
Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 
 Once for favoured sinners slain; 
Thousand thousand saints attending 
 Swell the triumph of his train: 
    Alleluya! 
 God appears, on earth to reign. 
 
Every eye shall now behold him 
 Robed in dreadful majesty; 
Those who set at nought and sold him 
 Pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
    Deeply wailing 
 Shall the true Messiah see. 
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Those dear tokens of his passion 
 Still his dazzling body bears, 
Cause of endless exultation 
 To his ransomed worshippers: 
    With what rapture 
 Gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 
Yes, Amen! Let all adore thee, 
 High on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory: 
 Claim the kingdom for thine own: 
    O come quickly! 
 Alleluya! Come, Lord, come! 

Music: Melody noted by T. Olivers 1725-99 
Included in Wesley’s Select Hymns 1765 

Text: Charles Wesley 1707-88‡ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music for the First Sunday of Advent 
Mass: Plainsong Missa di Angelis  

Acclamations: Peter Jewkes Missa Sine Nomine  
Gospel Alleluia: Plainsong 

Communion motet: Basque Carol Gabriel’s Message 
Organ Postlude: J. S. Bach, Chorale Prelude on Wachet Auf BWV 645 
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