
 

 
 

THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF  

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, GORDON                                                                           

 
FOR THE DAYS BEFORE AND AFTER                                                                                 

13 SEPTEMBER 2020                                                                                                            
THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY                                          

                                                               

Scan this QR code                       

to go to                                                                

the church website.  

  

 “Like” and follow                 

 St. John’s, Gordon                     

 on Facebook.  

W O R S H I P    D U R I N G    C O R O N A V I R U S 
   

SUNDAY 8:00AM EUCHARIST, in-person                                                                                                       

Telephone or e-mail the church office before Wednesday 5:00PM                                                                   

for a reservation and to make health declarations you will confirm upon arrival.                                             

Face masks are required.   

 

The SUNDAY 9:30AM EUCHARIST, live-streamed on Facebook,                                                                             

may also be watched at a later time.   

 

EVENSONG TODAY, 13 September, 4:00PM, live-streamed on Facebook. 

 

The THURSDAY 10:00AM SERVICE remains in recess.                                                                                                           
 

Wrath and anger are hateful things, yet the sinner hugs them tight.                  

FORGIVE  your neighbour’s injustice;                                                                             

then when you pray, your own sins will be forgiven.                                              
Could anyone nourish anger against another and expect healing from the Lord?  
Sirach 27 

 

 

 The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger and rich in compassion.                              

 He PARDONS all your iniquities, heals all your ills.                                                     

  He redeems your life from destruction,                                                              
 crowns you with kindness and compassion.                                                                        
 Psalm 103 

 

 

Peter asked Jesus if  FORGIVING a brother who sins against him                         

seven times was enough.                                                                                                                        
Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times” and 

that he must “FORGIVE your brother or sister from your heart”.                       

Matthew 18  
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JOHN ARCHIBALD LANDELS AC died 21 August at age 90.  He was          

predeceased by his wife Margaret and is survived by five children, twelve       

grandchildren and one great-grandchild.   

 

John’s 1996 AC and 1986 AO  citations read:  “AC—Queen’s Birthday 1996 — 
For service to Australian industry through the development of  a competitive 

national electricity market as Chairman of  the National Grid Management 

Council.  AO—New Year 1986—New South Wales — For service to the               
petroleum industry.  He was awarded an honorary engineering degree doctorate 

from Sydney University.   

 

John was particularly attracted to our music programme and often attended 

Evensong and special events here.  Jan Kneeshaw remembers John as “an 

amazing and humble man”.  He was given a private funeral at home                     

7 September.           

 

Former Churchwarden DR RICHARD DAWSON WATKINS died Sunday,                 

6 September.  He had been living at Dorothy Henderson Lodge for three plus 

years, since the death of  his wife Shirley.  Parishioners remember Richard      

fondly, James Winter calling him “a lovely man” and Don Yorath recalling 
Richard and Shirley as being “such a delightful couple and active parishioners”.                      

Father Rob says, “Richard and Shirley were a formidable team, mainly before 

my time as Rector.  Well done, good and faithful servant.”   After a                        
10 September funeral at Macquarie Park, Richard’s ashes will be interred in    

our columbarium.        

- - -   C    A    L    E    N    D    A    R   - - - 
  

 Sundays 8:00AM in-person Eucharist                                                     

  

 Sundays 9:30AM Eucharist, live-streamed via Facebook  

 

 Evensong today at 4:00PM, live-streamed via Facebook  

  

 Bishop Michael’s Lectio Bible Study Thursdays at 7:30PM via Zoom,                              

 contact Chris Russell to attend 



 

            

 

        

 

        B  I  B  L  E                     

 R  E  A  D  I  N  G  S  

                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

Sunday, 13 September   Sirach 27:30-28:7   Psalm 103:1-4, 9-12   Romans 14:7-9                           

Matthew 18:21-35                                                                                                                              

Monday, 14 September, Holy Cross  Nehemiah 21:4-9   Psalm 78:1-2, 34 –38                                      

Philippians 2: 6-11   John 3:13-17                                                                                                                                                    

Tuesday, 15 September   1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27-31   Psalm 10:1-5   John 19:25-27                         

or Luke 2:33-35                                                                                                                         

Wednesday, 16 September   1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13   Psalm 33:2-5, 12, 22   Luke 7:31-35        

Thursday, 17 September   1 Corinthians 15:1-11   Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 28   Luke 7:36-50                          

Friday, 18 September   1 Corinthians 15:12-20   Psalm 17:1, 6-8, 15   Luke 8:1-3                                       

Saturday, 19 September   1 Corinthians 15:35-37, 42-49   Psalm 56:10-14   Luke 8:4-15                                   

 

 

Sunday, 20 September   Isaiah 55:6-9   Psalm 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18   Philippians 1:20-24, 27   

Matthew 20:1-6                                                                                                                                   

Monday, 21 September, St Matthew   Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13   Psalm 19:2-5                              

Matthew 9:9-13                                                                                                                           

Tuesday, 22 September   Proverbs 21:1-6, 10-13   Psalm 119:1, 27, 30, 34-35, 44                                     

Luke 8:19-21                                                                                                                                

Wednesday, 23 September   Proverbs 30:5-9   Psalm 19:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163   Luke 9:1-6                                  

Thursday, 24 September   Ecclesiastes 1:2-11   Psalm 90:3-6, 12-14, 17   Luke 9:7-9                                                  

Friday, 25 September   Ecclesiastes 3:1-11   Psalm 144:1-4   Luke 9:18-22                                                

Saturday, 26 September   Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8   Psalm 90:3-6, 12-14, 17 (same as Thursday)                        

Luke 9:43-45 

 

     

Readings are from the United States Conference of  Catholic Bishops.                                                          

Occasionally, Bible passages other than Psalms are used as responsorial Psalms.                                              

 

You may SEEK AND READ the readings—                                                                                                

they are available in English and Spanish—at usccb.org/bible/readings.                                                          

You may RECEIVE AND READ them, e-mailed to you,                                                                               

arriving around 8:00PM Sydney time.                                                                                          

You may LISTEN to the readings on the podcast.                                                                                    

Many days there is a reflection video to WATCH.   
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 From The Churchwardens 

COVID-19 UPDATE AND PARISH NEWS 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

9 September 2020 

 

September is here in an “annus horribilus” we would prefer to forget (but             

unfortunately won’t be able to for many generations)!  Advent is now only 12 

weeks away and Christmas 4 weeks after that.  The Christmas season is always a 

time for celebration and, usually, the robust and joyous singing of  carols as we 
celebrate the birth of  Christ not just amongst our regular congregation but with 

many whom we only see and are able to welcome to St John’s at that time of  the 

year. 

 

Clearly it is extremely unlikely that we will have a vaccine by then and therefore 

quarantining ourselves from each other during in-person services, personal         
declarations and avoiding the aerosol transfer of  the virus by robust singing will 

still be our main means of  defence against cross-infection.  

 

The Archbishop, however, has advised in his letter to the Wardens this week that 

the current public health orders under which we are operating our in-person        

service expire on 28 September and he has been in contact with the Minister to 
try to ascertain what the new orders are likely to include or relax.                      

Understandably though, the Minister, Brad Hazzard, and NSW Health are            

reluctant to speculate on what the next set of  orders will include and therefore 
what the implications will be for our Christmas celebrations.  In his letter he 

notes that (as also mentioned by some parishioners to the Wardens) -                      

“A number of  people have also raised the inequity of  looser restrictions for the numbers 

allowed to gather in clubs and pubs, and the well-advertised exemption offered to the         

Gallipoli Mosque where 400 people were permitted to gather for the festival of  Eid!”             

I am sure this will all form part of  his negotiation with the Minister. 

 

However, we can safely presume that in the final analysis, the new health orders 
will all be totally dependent on infection numbers, both here and in Victoria, 

and how confident the NSW Health advisers are at that time of  keeping those 

numbers low—and therefore the risk of  an infected person ignoring the                          

declarations and attending one of  these services also being low.    

 

The Archbishop has advised that both the maximum number at services 
(currently 100) and the prohibition of  singing will be part of  the review.  In his 

letter he concluded … 



 

 

“I (the Archbishop) would value your prayers for these conversations, so that the               
government might act wisely and justly for all citizens in the State, including people of  

faith who wish to celebrate significant festivals, especially Christmas with its strong                   
connection with our local communities.  I shall let you know the outcome of  your prayers 

as soon as I can.” 

 

The Churchwardens have also been requested to allow a wedding at St John’s.  

With the agreement of  the Acting Rector and the Archbishop—we have agreed 
to the service occurring at St John’s under the same COVID protocols that          

govern our Sunday in-person services—ie, social distancing, use of  masks,            

pre-declarations by all guests and no congregational singing.  We will also have 
sidespersons in attendance to facilitate compliance with these.  The church      

seating will be sanitised after the wedding and before the in-person Sunday         

service is held.  However, after consideration, the Wardens have determined that 

we are not able to meet the requirements for ensuring the COVID safe holding     
of  the requested wedding reception or similar celebratory events on church 

premises. 

 

Next week … 

 

The Treasurer will be releasing a budget update incorporating the recent                     
extension of  the JobKeeper programme in the next update.  In addition, we hope 

to have a decision from Bishop Chris as regards the timeline for the parish        

nominators to appoint a new Rector.  There will also be a meeting this week of  
the previous Fête convenors and stakeholders to discuss our way forward and         

advise the Parish Council as regards fundraising events.   

 

Finally … 

 

Please continue to remember in your prayers all those in your parish who are 
working hard to fulfil our mission as a parish and support our community of  

faith in so many ways.  Please maintain your support and enthusiasm for                                        

St John’s in these testing times.  

 

 “May God be pleased to answer those prayers and restore our fortunes,                                                  
 that we who sow in tears might reap with shouts of  joy.”                                                                  

          Psalm 126:4-5 

 

 

The Churchwardens              Chris Russell AM       JK Seo       James Winter 
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 Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck  1562-1621                    Johann Sebastian Bach  1685-1750              

 

 

EVENSONG TODAY at 4:00PM, live-streamed via St John the 

Evangelist Gordon Facebook page)  features a variety of  music: Medievel 

(Gregorian chant), Renaissance style (Sweelinck), Baroque (JS Bach’s famous 

Jesu, Joy of  man’s  desiring) and twentieth century, but in Romantic style (Noble).  

Please join us for this feast of  music sung by our Assistant Director of  Music,   

Nicola Chau, and played by our Organist and Director of  Music, Brett McKern.  
A sermon will be preached by Father Ernest and the liturgy is the 1662 Book of  

Common Prayer Evensong.  

 

 

It’s time to order AUSTRALIAN ANGLICAN CHURCH CALENDARS for 

2021.  These unique calendars bear pictures of  twelve Anglican churches from 

across the nation, some enormous, some tiny, in a variety of  architectural styles.  

There is no need to pay now, as there is a volume discount which could lower 
the $15 price.  The calendar producers say: “Remember, every calendar you buy 

supports the work of  the Anglican Church in Australia and preservation of                   

important church items such as artworks, vestments, sacred vessels, et cetera.”  
Let Cynthia Keithly know how many you would like for your home and       

Christmas shopping.     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jan Kneeshaw reports she has sent a second package of  BEANIES                                 

to MISSION TO SEAFARERS at PORT KEMBLA.   

 

Jan, Ercil Allen and June Millar have been knitting and                                                  

Jan asks for additional knitters to join the effort.                                                          

“The poor sailors are still locked down and are not able to leave their ships.               
I heard today some had been on board for up to eighteen months.”                                     

Jan has been given lots of  high quality wool                                                                                 

and would be happy to share it for this project.                                                                     

Telephone her at 9144 4915 or 0411 785 117. 
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You may not have been to church to see the       

ANGLICAN AID “Let Grace Flow”                 

2020 PRAYER DIARIES in the narthex—               

or if  you are attending the 8:00AM in-person               
service, you are being careful to not congregate                 

in groups and have passed the table at speed.   

 

 

The prayer diary sets out thirty-one topics, one for each day of  the month,             

helping the faithful pray in specific ways for the work of  Anglican Aid and its 
partners.                                                                                                                          

Day One is a prayer for the Archbishop and the work of  the diocese.                   

During the month, prayer points include:                                                                        
* schools in African nations and Pakistan                                                                    

* drought in rural Australia                                                                                        

* Indigenous communities                                                                                          
* the disabled poor in Tanzania and India                                                                   

* clean water and sanitation efforts in Jordan, Kenya and Tanzania                              

* the raising up and equipping of  future leaders in  South Africa,                         
the Democratic Republic of  the Congo and Uganda                                                     

* asylum seekers and refugees arriving in Australia from Sri Lanka                            

and the Middle East                                                                                                        
* food and shelter programs in Sydney’s Darlinghurst and Redfern                        

Day Thirty-one prays for the church around the world, then the cycle repeats.   

 

The cover bears a picture of  Archbishop Glenn Davies and                                

Canon Helen Hoskins and others walking a dusty road in Bunda, Tanzania, 

May 2019. 

 

Let the church office know if  you’d like one of  these prayer diaries mailed to 

you.   

 

The Archbishop of  Sydney’s Anglican Aid                                                             

PO Box Q190                                                                                                      
QVB Post Office                                                                                                     

Sydney NSW 1230                                                                                                  

Telephone 9284 1406                                                                                                
E-mail enquiries@anglicanaid.org.au                                                                   



 

 

 ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST                                                     
PARISH DIRECTORY 

754 Pacific Highway (P.O. Box 295) Gordon NSW 2072 
Telephone  9498 2744 

 
Website www.stjohnsgordon.org.au                                                                                   

Facebook www.facebook.com/stjohnsgordon                                                                            
and www.facebook.com/musicatstjohnsgordon  

Meg in the church office Mondays and Thursdays, Cynthia Wednesdays or Thursdays   

 
Interim Rector Rev’d Ernest Chau                                  Mobile 0414 549 082         
               rector@stjohnsgordon.org.au   

Honorary Assistant The Ven Rob Sutherland CSC 0406 767 757, revrob@ozemail.com.au 

Parish Missioner Rt Rev’d Dr Michael Hough anathoth.hough@gmail.com 

Director of Music Dr Brett McKern 0408 303 225, music@stjohnsgordon.org.au 

Asst Dir of Music Nicola Chau 

People’s Warden JK Seo good2bfree@gmail.com  

Rector’s Warden Chris Russell AM chris@clrussell.com.au 

Warden, Treasurer James Winter james.winter@au.gt.com 

Parish Council Dr Janet Long, Parish Council Secretary    parishcouncil@stjohnsgordon.org.au 

Pastoral Care  Cynthia Keithly pastoralcarestjohnsgordon@gmail.com 

Pastoral Chaplain Jennifer Lum jennifer.lum@bigpond.com 

Safe Ministry Jan McLachlan janmclachlan@bigpond.com, 0408 641 037 

Parish Administrator Meg McDonald office@stjohnsgordon.org.au 

Pew Bulletin Editor Cynthia Keithly                                                       sjgpewbulletin@gmail.com   

Organ Replacement Project  Dennis Wood   0414 462 201, musicassociation@stjohnsgordon.org.au  
 

Westpac Bank Account Name: St Johns Church Gordon  / BSB: 032083 /A/C: 810231                                             

 

Our OP SHOP is closed until further notice.                                                                                              
No donations at this time, please, as no sales are scheduled.                                                                

The ANGLICARE bins in our parking area are being emptied weekly.                                                                           

ST VINCENT DE PAUL and SALVATION ARMY op shops in Gordon are open.                                                  
Our Op Shop is grateful for your past and future support.  

Prayer For The Morning 

 

  This is another day, O Lord.                                                                                              

  I know not what it will bring forth,                                                                                    

  but make me ready, Lord, for whatever it may be.                                                                             

  If  I am to stand up, help me to stand gravely.                                                              

  If  I am to sit still, help me to sit quietly.                                                                                

  If  I am to lie low, help me to do it patiently.                                                              

  And if  I am to do nothing, let me do it gallantly.                                                           

  Make these words more than words,                                                                                    

  and give me the Spirit of  Jesus. Amen.  

 

1979 Episcopal Book of  Common Prayer, page 461  
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