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Last night (Monday) week the Council considered the revised budget—now 
including the revised JobKeeper arrangements beyond September.  
 
Financial Update from the Treasurer …  
 
The Treasurer outlined at the Vestry Meeting in July that for the current 
year we had remained at a breakeven position as a result of the support we 
were receiving through your offertory giving, JobKeeper receipts and 
tightening expenditure. At 30 June 2020 our cash position in the parish was 
at $282K. As at the end of August our cash was at $297K and we remained 
in an overall net surplus position.  
 
Whilst offertory year to date is at $150K against a budgeted $157K and is 
down 14% against last year, we are containing expenditure within budget, 
whilst at the same time ensuring necessary maintenance continues as 
normal. In fact, the extension of the Op Shop roof to assist the functioning 
of the Op Shop has commenced at an estimated cost of $29K (offset in part 
of a cash settlement from the insurers as regards the damaged canopy) and 
is accounted for within the financial forecasts for the rest of the year. Whilst 
our entitlement to JobKeeper reduces from October, we will still have funds 
flowing to us from that scheme which supplements the reductions in our 
rental income and the Op Shop not yet being able to reopen.  
 
Thus, if offertory is maintained, the Churchwardens are expecting we can 
attain a modest surplus position through to the end of this calendar year.  
We do wish to thank the parish for moving to direct depositing for offertory 
and maintaining the offertory levels for the year. This is critical in 
maintaining a sound financial position as we move into 2021 when we will 
recast the budget and which will take into account a new parish priest.  
 
  



 
 
Continuing …  
 
In that vein, a group of previous convenors and current stakeholders for the 
Fête and other fund-raising events met (via Zoom) last week and developed 
a number of ideas for our church activities over the next six months. It 
would be true to say that in addition to raising funds, these community 
activities are important, both for social reasons within the parish and in 
reaching our to the broader community. If I (Chris Russell) could mix some 
agricultural and biological metaphors—“osmotic faith” is both a credible 
and effective means of bringing many of our “lost and stray sheep” out in 
the community either back to or discovering their faith and their 
relationship with God. Examples and actions from those in the church that 
the community respects infuses the community at large with powerful 
witness in our largely secular society. The exposure from and the substance 
within our church activities builds and promulgates that respect and hence 
credibility within the local community and “(re)introduces members of that 
community to St John’s. Similarly, our own community of faith is greatly 
strengthened and invigorated by the social contact and sense of achievement 
by our various St John’s activities be they fund-raising, pastoral support, 
care and maintenance or participation in our rich traditions of church 
music. However, unashamedly, there is also a need to raise funds and that 
underlies the initiatives generated by this group.  
 
Some ideas and initiatives now being investigated and developed include:  
 
*A COVID safe plan to reopen the Op Shop as soon as prudent and if 
possible including a number of new supplementary “contact-free” methods 
of Op Shop sales  
* A permanent outlet (operating when the office is open) for preserves and 
craft  
* Funding appeal(s) for various major projects undertaken during the 
lockdown or partial-lockdown period  
* A structured awareness and community publicity campaign as regards 
these initiatives and other community activities at St John’s 
 
We are very fortunate in having a number of very talented and generous 
volunteers who are now investigating each of these projects and sub-projects 
as a personal task.  
 
 



As reported previously—these initiatives will replace the October Fête and 
raffle for this year, which is clearly fraught with both regulatory and health 
risk. We would ask that you all get behind these initiatives as they are 
developed and if you are able to help—please let Meg or Cynthia at the 
office know. Similarly, if you have any further ideas—the Wardens, Parish 
Councillors and Acting Rector’s doors are always open!  
 
Our COVID safe delivery of services continues …  
 
Meantime, our in-person and on-line services continue. Analysis of the 
number of “views” of our weekly 9:30AM on-line service (including live 
and subsequent views) shows that in August an average of 153 views were 
made of the service each week, down from 181 in July, 209 in June and 266 
in May. However, in-person attendances at our 8:00AM service for the 
month of August were slightly up on July at 118 for the month. It is clear 
we are all wearying of the pandemical restrictions on our Sunday worship 
and you can be assured that as soon as we are allowed (and it is safe) to ease 
our restrictions further, the diocese and the Wardens will do so. As reported 
previously—the Archbishop is currently in contact with the NSW Health 
Minister as regards Christmas services and we are hopeful that a suitable 
celebration of Christmas will be possible, as the community infection rates 
appear to be stabilising in NSW. However, much will become clearer when 
the new health orders are released on 28 September.  
 
Finally …  
 
Thank you to all who participated in the fund-raising think tank last week—
however, it is not an exclusive group and there is no unique wisdom. We 
welcome your ideas and contributions at any time as we work through this 
together.  
 
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven.” Matthew 5:16  
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