
 

  
THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF 

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, GORDON                                                                            

 
FOR THE DAYS BEFORE AND AFTER                                                                                 

28 JUNE 2020                                                                                                     
THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

                                                             

Scan this QR code                       
to go to                                                                

the church website.  

 “Like” and follow                 
 St. John’s, Gordon                     

 on Facebook.  

   
The 8:00AM service has re-commenced.                                                                  

As attendance numbers are limited by law,                                                               

advance registration is required,                                                                           

health declarations must be made                                                                              

and admittance is by invitation. 

 

The 9:30AM service                                                                                                        

continues to be live-streamed on Facebook. 

 

To the best of our knowledge,                                                                                                    

all interested parishioners are receiving orders of service                                               

by mail or e-mail.                                                                                                                                               
 

 

                       W O R S H I P       

  

      

SUNDAY 8:00A.M. — ATTEND SMALL IN-PERSON SERVICE AT CHURCH 

 

 SUNDAY 9:30A.M. — WATCH CHURCH LIVE-STREAMED 

 

ANY TIME, ANY WHERE — READ THE LESSONS AND PRAY AT HOME 
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From The Churchwardens 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

23 June 2020 

 

The Churchwardens are happy to report that our first Sunday back in church 
went smoothly with the protocols working well and the 27 attendees who had 

applied previously all attending.  Parishioners came from a cross-section of  the 

usual 8:00AM and 9:30AM congregations and were able to quickly complete the 
brief  confirmations and then join in a warm and meaningful BCP-based                         

Eucharist service conducted by Father Ernest, assisted by James and enhanced 

as always by the inspiring music provided by Brett. 

 

Thank you also to the volunteer sidespersons Alex and Cynthia and our former 

registered nurse Janet Long who worked with the Churchwardens on the day to 
facilitate the process and have agreed to do so again next Sunday.  Thank you          

also to Meg and Cynthia in the office who implemented the prerequisite                               

protocols in the Churchwardens’ COVID safety plan in the prior week—
efficiently, without fuss and with minimum intrusion into the worship of  the   

parish. 

 

Exactly the same protocols will be in place as we move forward whilst NSW 

Health Orders require us to keep records of  attendees at all services.  However, 

based on current announcements—the limit on attendees will rise from 50 to 63 
(based on the area of  the nave of  St John’s) on 1 July when space-based limits 

replace current restrictions—although this is very much a moving target as the 

state government responds to COVID re-infection rate trends.  Please register 
and make your declarations to Meg in the church office each week, preferably by 

e-mail (office@stjohnsgordon.org.au) or via phone (9498 2744—leave a message 

if  no answer) by Thursday noon. 

 

The on-line service at 9:30AM will continue in the foreseeable future—at least 

until we are advised by NSW Public Health and the diocese that it is once again 

safe for the vulnerable members of  our church community to attend in person. 

 



 

 

The Annual Vestry Meeting 

 

Sunday, 19 June is confirmed as the date for this year’s delayed AVM.  Given 

that the restriction of  numbers from 50 will be lifted from 1 July—this will now 
be an “in-person” meeting in the church hall as per the social distancing                      

requirements in place at that time (currently four square metres per attendee). 

 

The reports prepared for the abandoned April meeting should be updated as 

necessary and provided to the church office no later than 30 June for availability 

on 5 July. 

 

 

Financially …  

 

Our financial strength is reliant on the ongoing support of  the parish, which has 

been very encouraging through the pandemic.  We should all be very thankful 

for the financial support we have been receiving from each other through the 
parish on-line receipts in order to maintain our programmes and ministry team 

through the lock-down.   

 

If  you are not already using our direct debit system—we encourage you to        

transfer your weekly offertory to the St John’s account which is listed on the 

back page of  the pew bulletin.  You can also deposit your weekly offering in 
cash if  you prefer at any branch of  any bank using the BSB and account number 

on the back page of  the pew bulletin. 

 

 

Meanwhile …  

 

Bishop Michael’s Thursday night discussion group recommences this Thursday 

night, 25 June, at 7:30PM, by Zoom, after his hip operation two weeks ago.                   

A separate invitation with the Zoom link will be e-mailed to you early this week, 
along with the notes to assist you on the night.  These are always interesting and 

illuminating two-way discussions between the attendees from the comfort of  

your own lounge room as we explore the insightful Book of  Revelation together.  
We encourage you to put this in your diary and join us—just click on the link in 

the separate invitation e-mail at 7:30PM Thursday and you will be able to join 

us.   
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If  you don’t have e-mail—you can dial in from any phone on 02 8015 6011        
and enter Meeting ID: 873 2592 3391 when prompted …                                        

or if  you are interstate dial                                                                                         

08 7150 1149 (SA, WA, NT);                                                                                     
03 7018 2005 (VIC, TAS);                                                                                          

07 3185 3730 (QLD).                                                                                                    

If  you are going overseas, then ring Meg in the church office and she can give 
you the phone number in your destination if  you can’t access Zoom meetings on 

your computer. 

 

The “Helping Us Group” is in place with four volunteer handymen from our 

community on standby if  you need a hand for small maintenance tasks—please 

ring Meg at the church office to let her know of your needs.  Similarly, the 
“Have a Yarn” programme is in full operation and if  you would like to be part 

of that of  would just like a chat—please e-mail Cynthia or ring her in the church 

office. 

 

 

Finally … 

 

We await, with some trepidation, news as regards any new upsurge of  infections 

of  COVID-19 in Victoria or indeed elsewhere.  The Archbishop is in weekly 

contact with the Churchwardens and ministry team as he works through the 
ramifications of  each new scenario.  He advises that he is in constant touch with 

the Minister of  Health as well as NSW Public Health in order to keep us all safe 

whilst facilitating the maximum opportunity for our communities of  faith 
throughout the diocese to gather and worship together.  Bishop Chris has also 

been in contact with me (Chris Russell on behalf  of  the Churchwardens) directly 

as regards specific details of  our safety plan and we should all pray for their   
continued leadership and wisdom under God and be thankful for their             

communication and sensitivity. 

 

If  there is anything the parish can help you with— we have the support                            

infrastructure in place thanks to our staff  and the supporting volunteers.  All you 

have to do is let Father Ernst, the church office or any of  the Churchwardens 

know. 

 

The Churchwardens 

Chris Russell AM                                                                                                       

JK Seo                                                                                                                  

James Winter 



 

 

To all who attended the re-started 8:00AM SERVICE last Sunday, thank you 

for your patience and co-operation making reservations, being checked in and 
with the required social distancing seating within the church.  May we point out 

one area for improvement?  At the conclusion of the service, please do not 

stop in the narthex to chat with friends.  Instead of crowding, have your visit 

outside in the fresh air, still observing social distancing.  Thank you.   

 

The church needs a volunteer to handle INTERMENT OF ASHES IN OUR 

COLOMBARIUM, work to be done as needed, perhaps once or twice a 

month.  Meg McDonald takes care of  all interaction with families of  the                                     

deceased, paperwork and record keeping.    

 

The PRAYER LIST begins anew mid-year and at year’s end.   

 

 

 

- - -   C    A    L    E    N    D    A    R   - - - 

  

 Sunday 8:00AM in-person services have resumed—                                                  

 within parameters set by the government and church authorities,                                       

 by reservation, e-mail or telephone church office                                                                                         

  

 Sundays 9:30AM Eucharist, live-streamed via Facebook continues 

                                 

 Bishop Michael’s Lectio Bible Study                                                                         

 Thursdays at 7:30PM via Zoom, contact Chris Russell to attend   

  

 Next Evensong Sunday, 12 July, 4:00PM, live-streamed via Facebook 

 

 Tuesday, 30 June, updated group and activity reports                                                

 for Annual Vestry Meeting to be submitted to the church office  

 

 Annual Vestry Meeting to be held Sunday, 19 July, church hall,                                                   

 reservations required                                              
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B   I   B   L   E   

                                                                      

R   E   A   D   I   N   G   S 
 

 

 

 

Sunday, 28 June   2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16   Psalm 89:2-3, 16-19    Romans 6:3-4, 8-11                 

Matthew 10:37-42                                                                                                                          

Monday, 29 June   St Peter, Apostle and Martyr Acts 12:1-11   Psalm 34:2-9                                 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18   Matthew 16:13-19                                                                               

Tuesday, 30 June   Amos 3:1-8, 4:11-12   Psalm 5:4-8   Matthew 8:23-27                            

Wednesday,  1 July   Amos 5:14-15, 21-24   Psalm 50:7-13, 16-17    Matthew 8:28-34                                                                                                 

Thursday, 2 July   Amos 7:10-17   Psalm 19:8-11   Matthew 9:1-8                                                      

Friday, 3 July  St Thomas, Apostle and Martyr  Ephesians 2:19-22   Psalm 117:1-2                      

John 20:24-29                                                                                                                                       

Saturday, 4 July   Amos 9:11-15   Psalm 85:9-14   Matthew 9:14-17 

 

Sunday, 5 July   Zechariah 9:9-10   Psalm 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14    Romans 8:9, 11-13                                    

Matthew 11:25-30                                                                                                                               

Monday, 6 July   Hosea 2:16-18, 21-22   Psalm 145:2-9   Matthew 9:18-26                                   

Tuesday, 7 July   Hosea 8:4-7, 11-13   Psalm 115:3-10   Matthew 9:32-38                             

Wednesday, 8 July   Hosea 10:1-3, 7-8, 12   Psalm 105:2-7   Matthew 10:1-7                          

Thursday, 9 July   Hosea 11:1-4, 8-9   Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16   Matthew 10:7-15                                       

Friday, 10 July   Hosea 14:2-10   Psalm 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-14, 17   Matthew 10:16-23                                                                                                               

Saturday, 11 July  St Benedict   Isaiah 6:1-8   Psalm 93:1-2, 5    Matthew 10:24-33                            

or for St Benedict  Proverbs 2:1-9   Psalm 34:2-11   Matthew 19:27-29 

 

Readings are from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, usccb.org/bible/readings.                         
It is possible to have the daily readings e-mailed to you.                                                                                                    

Note that the readings arrive around 8:00PM Sydney time. 

 

Please keep the  PARISH NOMINATORS—Elizabeth George, Belinda Howell, 

Nigel Hubbard, Chris Russell and James Winter—in your prayers, and although 

we do not yet know his name, PRAY FOR OUR NEXT RECTOR. 

 

BOUNTIFUL GOD, give to this parish a faithful pastor who will faithfully 

speak your word and minister your sacraments, an encourager who will equip 

your people for ministry and enable us to fulfil our calling. Give to those who 
will choose wisdom, discernment and patience and to us give warm and                         

generous hearts, for the sake of  your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen 



 

 

 

Collect for St Peter’s Day, 29 June                                                                            

 

O ALMIGHTY GOD, who by thy 

Son Jesus Christ didst  give to thy 
Apostle Saint Peter many excellent 

gifts, and commandest him                

earnestly to feed thy flock; Make, 
we beseech thee, all Bishops and 

Pastors diligently to preach thy      

holy Word; and the people              
obediently to follow the same, that 

they may receive the crown of         

everlasting glory; through                   
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

          

 

 

 

 

 

Collect for St Thomas the Apostle, 3 July,                                                                        

whose day may also be celebrated                       

21 December                         

 

ALMIGHTY AND EVERLIVING GOD, 
who for the more confirmation of  the faith 

didst suffer thy holy Apostle Thomas to be 

doubtful in thy Son’s resurrection; Grant us 
so perfectly, and without all doubt, to            

believe in thy Son Jesus Christ, that our 

faith in thy sight may never be reproved.  
Hear us, O Lord, through the same Jesus 

Christ, to whom, with thee and the Holy 

Ghost, be all honour and glory, now and       

for evermore.  Amen 

 

 

           

Book of  Common Prayer 
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ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST                                           

PARISH DIRECTORY 
754 Pacific Highway (P.O. Box 295) Gordon NSW 2072 

Telephone  9498 2744 
 

Website www.stjohnsgordon.org.au                                                                                   
Facebook www.facebook.com/stjohnsgordon                                                               

and www.facebook.com/musicatstjohnsgordon  

Church office hours —  Meg Mondays and Thursdays, Cynthia Wednesdays   
 
Interim Rector Rev’d Ernest Chau                                  Mobile 0414 549 082         
               rector@stjohnsgordon.org.au   

Honorary Assistant The Ven Rob Sutherland CSC 0406 767 757, revrob@ozemail.com.au 

Parish Missioner Rt Rev’d Dr Michael Hough anathoth.hough@gmail.com 

Director of Music Dr Brett McKern 0408 303 225, music@stjohnsgordon.org.au 

Asst Dir of Music Nicola Chau 

People’s Warden JK Seo good2bfree@gmail.com  

Rector’s Warden Chris Russell AM chris@clrussell.com.au 

Warden, Treasurer James Winter james.winter@au.gt.com 

Parish Council Dr Janet Long, Parish Council Secretary    parishcouncil@stjohnsgordon.org.au 

Pastoral Care  Cynthia Keithly pastoralcarestjohnsgordon@gmail.com 

Pastoral Chaplain Jennifer Lum jennifer.lum@bigpond.com 

Safe Ministry Jan McLachlan janmclachlan@bigpond.com, 0408 641 037 

Parish Administrator Meg McDonald office@stjohnsgordon.org.au 

Pew Bulletin Editor Cynthia Keithly                                                       sjgpewbulletin@gmail.com   

Organ Replacement Project  Dennis Wood   0414 462 201, musicassociation@stjohnsgordon.org.au  
 
Westpac Bank Account Name: St Johns Church Gordon  / BSB: 032083 /A/C: 810231                                             

 
Our OP SHOP is closed until further notice.                                                                                       

No donations at this time, please, as no sales are scheduled.                                                                                     

The ANGLICARE bins in our parking area are being emptied weekly.                                        

ST VINCENT DE PAUL, HORNSBY is accepting donations                                                                 

at their back gate daily from 9:00AM to 3:30PM.                                                                              

The SALVATION ARMY, GORDON has a donation pick-up service,                                                   

telephone 9498 4290.                                                                                                                                

Three times in twenty-four hours, checking people in at       
the 8:00AM service and on a pastoral telephone call,                               

Cynthia Keithly heard parishioners say,                               

“Oh, we don’t use the land line any more.”   

 

Please let the church office know your best/working/

answered telephone numbers.  The church is required by 

law to compile for each worship service a list of  attendees 
and contact numbers in case of  a coronavirus outbreak.  

Clergy and office staff  enjoy an accurate parish roll, too, 

so please advise no-longer-in-use telephone numbers to                 

be crossed off  the list.      

 


