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30 June 2020  
 
The Churchwardens are pleased that some semblance of normality has 
returned to our Sunday worship with the slotting into place of our modified 
8:00AM BCP service. Whilst not yet able to follow our normal service 
liturgy including congregational responses and singing—it is providing an 
opportunity for in-person participation in the Eucharist service as well as a 
weekly community contact (if socially distanced!). The Churchwardens are 
comfortable that their adopted COVID-19 safety plan has struck the right 
balance between the desire for us to worship together at church and 
uncompromising practical protocols required to ensure the health and safety 
of our parishioners.  
 
If you are well and not in a vulnerable group, please join us each Sunday as 
we wean ourselves off the on-line alternative. You will need to make the 
COVID-19 declarations when you apply each week by Thursday noon, 
preferably by e-mail (office@stjohnsgordon.org.au) or via phone (9498 
2744—leave a message if no answer).  
 
We will be continuing to maintain the 9:30AM on-line service for the time 
being as an alternative for those who need to maintain social isolation from 
the community. However, it is very much a “second best alternative” to our 
traditional parish community worship in-person—to which we will return in 
full health as soon as Churchwardens (and NSW Public Health advice) 
determine it is safe and appropriate to do so.  
 
Thank you again to our volunteer sidespersons Alex, Cynthia and our 
former registered nurse—Janet Long—who are working with the 
Churchwardens on the day to facilitate the process. We are also very much 
blessed to have Meg and Cynthia in the office—ensuring the prerequisite 
protocols in the Churchwardens’ COVID-19 safety plan are strictly 
observed for all of our protection—with minimum intrusion into the 
worship of the parish.  



 
As from 1 July—the 50 person minimum limit on services ends and a four 
square metre per person rule applies. The effect of this is to raise the limit on 
attendees to 63 (based on the area of the nave of St John’s). So there is 
currently plenty of capacity to increase our attendance and we encourage 
you to join us once again.  
 
There has been some inquiry to Father Ernest as regards the Thursday 
Communion service—however, given the increased sidesperson 
requirements from within our limited non-working pool of non-vulnerable 
parishioners, unfortunately this service will not be recommencing for the 
time being.  
 
The Annual Vestry Meeting  
 
As advised previously, Sunday, 19 July is confirmed as the date for this 
year’s delayed AVM. This meeting will be a combination of an in-person 
(based on pre-application) and on-line Zoom meeting. The AVM will 
simply meet the governance requirements of the Ordinance and agenda 
items will be limited to the reports and elections as laid down in the 
Ordinance. The Archbishop has advised Father Ernest that there will be no 
election of parish nominators as they are mid-process and their term has 
been extended by him for a further year.  
 
Father Ernest has asked me (Chris Russell) to Chair the meeting as his 
Warden and it will be approximately one hour in duration. If you have any 
questions relating to the reports as permitted at an AVM, these should be 
lodged in advance by e-mail to the church office and given the complication 
of the combined format, they will be read out or summarised at the meeting 
from the Chair without the need for the questioner to re-iterate the question. 
There will be an opportunity for further strategic planning discussions at a 
later meeting when restrictions permit and the new Rector is appointed. As 
defined in the Parish Ordinance, if you have attended church either on-line 
or in-person in the last three months you are entitled to attend and vote at 
the AVM.  
 
The reports prepared for the abandoned April meeting should be updated as 
necessary and provided to the church office no later than 30 June for 
availability on 5 July.  



 
Financially …  
 
The Treasurer will be lodging his annual report with the church by 5 July 
and this will be distributed by e-mail or mail (if no e-mail) in time for the 
AVM on 19 July.  
 
If you are not already using our direct debit system—we encourage you to 
transfer your weekly offertory to the St John’s account which is listed on the 
back page of the bulletin. You can also deposit your weekly offering in cash, 
if you prefer, at any branch of any bank using the BSB and account number 
on the back page of the pew bulletin.  
 
Meanwhile …  
 
Bishop Michael’s Thursday night discussion group is underway away again 
by Zoom at 7:30PM. A separate invitation with the Zoom link will be e-
mailed to you early this week along with the notes to assist you on the 
night. As we further explore the illuminating imagery of Revelation—we 
encourage you to join us from the comfort of your own lounge room. We 
encourage you to put this in your diary and join us—just click on the link in 
the separate invitation e-mail at 7:30PM Thursday.  
 
Note that due to changes in Zoom protocols you will receive a new 
invitation this week with a password which you will need to enter as you 
join. If you don’t have e-mail—you can dial in from any phone on 02 8015 
6011 and enter Meeting ID: 873 2592 3391 when prompted … or if you are 
interstate dial 08 7150 1149 (SA, WA, NT); 03 7018 2004 (VIC, TAS); 07 
3185 3730 (QLD). [If you are going overseas, then ring Meg in the church 
office and she can give you the phone number in your destination if you 
can’t access Zoom meetings on your computer.]  
 
The Churchwardens intend to maintain this on-line group into the future in 
addition to the return of in-person Bible studies to the church in the future.   
The “Helping Us Group” is in place with four volunteer handymen from 
within our community on standby if you need a hand for small maintenance 
tasks—please ring Meg at the church office to let her know of your needs. 
Similarly, the “Have a Yarn” (HAY) programme is in full operation and if 
you would like to be part of that or would just like a chat—please ring 
Cynthia at the church office.  
 
 
 



Finally …  
 
Thank you for your patience and prayerful support of the ministry team, 
Churchwardens, Parish Council and office team as well as Brett and Nicola 
in preparing the music for our services. We look forward to continuing to 
move forward and if there is anything the parish can help you with—we 
have the support infrastructure in place thanks to our staff and supporting 
volunteers. All you have to do is let Father Ernest, the church office or any 
of the Church-wardens know.  
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