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16 June 2020  
 
The Archbishop started his weekly letter to the diocesan Wardens and 
ministry team by reflecting …  
 
“We can only imagine what it was like for the Jews in Babylon when they heard the 
news of King Cyrus’ decree that they would be allowed to return home to Jerusalem. 
The Premier’s announcement last Sunday was not of the same order, but it has given 
us a similar sense of expectation that liberty from restrictions is closer than we 
thought—though fortunately we did not have to wait 70 years!”  
 
Indeed, Sunday saw the 50 person cap on attendance at funerals lifted by 
the NSW Health Minister, leaving only the four square metre per person 
limit in place at funerals alongside social distancing requirements. This 
restriction has caused increased stress and frustration at an already unhappy 
time for bereaved families so it is great news that this has been increased, 
now based on the area of the nave of the church.  
 
There is also some Good News for ordinary services. As forecast in last 
week’s Churchwardens’ COVID-19 update—the 8:00AM service 
recommences in-person this Sunday! … if you are fit and well, have no 
cold/flu symptoms and can make the other declarations in our COVID-19 
safety plan (see separate e-mail of 16 June) - PLEASE COME!!  
 
As numbers are still limited (currently to 50), you will need to let the church 
office know by e-mail (office@stjohnsgordon.org.au) or phone (9498 2744—
leave a message if no answer) by Thursday noon each week if you are able 
and would like to attend. Please read the separate e-mail sent to all 
parishioners last night for details or ring the church office if you are unsure. 
The Churchwardens expect this limit of 50 to be lifted further in July based 
on the area of the church and we will keep you informed when this 
happens.  
 
As mentioned in the COVID-19 update last week, there will be some 
restrictions such as no congregational responses or singing but Father 
Ernest, James, Brett and Nicola have carefully prepared a musically rich 
and meaningful Eucharist service for us and we look forward to seeing you 



there. The 9:30AM service will continue to be live-streamed on Facebook 
(without a congregation) for the foreseeable future.  
 
The Annual Vestry Meeting  
 
At the Parish Council meeting held on Monday, Sunday, 19 July was 
confirmed as the date for this year’s delayed Annual Vestry Meeting. Given 
that the restriction of numbers to 50 will be lifted from 1 July, this will now 
be an in-person meeting in the church hall as per the social distancing 
requirements in place at that time (currently 4 square metres per attendee).  
The reports prepared for the abandoned March meeting should be updated 
as necessary and provided to the church office no later than 30 June for 
availability on 5 July.  
 
The agenda and business of this governance meeting is as specified in the 
Parish Ordinance (see on-line at: 
https://www.sds.asn.au/sites/default/files/Booklet.ParAdminOrd2008.Sc
hed%202.pdf?doc_id=NTE1NTM= 
  
 
Financially …  
 
The Treasurer was able to report to the Parish Council that the parish 
finances are holding well with sufficient reserves in place over current 
commitments. However, a number of issues will determine future planning, 
including the holding and timing of the Fête and raffle, the Federal 
Government’s JobKeeper programme and the re-opening of the Op Shop. 
Be assured that the Churchwardens are monitoring the cash position 
continuously and will keep you informed. Our financial strength is reliant 
on the ongoing support of the parish, which has been very encouraging 
during the pandemic. We should all be very thankful for the financial 
support we have been receiving from each other through the parish on-line 
receipts in order to maintain our programmes and ministry team through 
the lock-down.  
 
If you are not already using our direct debit system, we encourage you to 
transfer your weekly offertory to the St John’s account, which is listed on 
the back page of the pew bulletin. You can also deposit your weekly offering 
in cash if you prefer at any bank using the BSB and account number on the 
back page of the pew bulletin.  
 
  
 

https://www.sds.asn.au/sites/default/files/Booklet.ParAdminOrd2008.Sched%202.pdf?doc_id=NTE1NTM
https://www.sds.asn.au/sites/default/files/Booklet.ParAdminOrd2008.Sched%202.pdf?doc_id=NTE1NTM


 
Meanwhile …  
 
I (Chris Russell for the Churchwardens) am delighted to report that Bishop 
Michael’s surgery went well and he is now home (on crutches), complete 
with a new hip. He asked me to thank you all for your prayers and support 
and looks forward to recommencing his Thursday discussion group on the 
Book of Revelation on Thursday 25 June. You will all receive a separate 
Zoom invitation early next week and we encourage you to join us if you are 
able.  
 
Finally …  
 
The Archbishop has advised us that he and the diocese are in continuous 
close contact with NSW Public Health and the Minister with a view to 
lifting the restrictions on services as fast as it is safe to do so. The 
Churchwardens have greatly appreciated his leadership and transparency 
and have been careful to follow his instructions and the NSW Public Health 
orders and advice to ensure that our mandated COVID-19 safety plan is as 
safe as it can be whilst being sensitive to the needs of the parish. His 
communications with the Churchwardens and ministry team have been 
fulsome and frequent as we have negotiated these last couple of months and 
we will keep you updated as the orders and corresponding instructions from 
the diocese change.  
 
If there is anything the parish can help you with, we have the support 
infrastructure in place thanks to our staff and the supporting volunteers. All 
you have to do is let Father Ernest, the church office or any of the 
Churchwardens know.  
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