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Mother’s Day is a noble idea. But Mother’s Day of present time is to a large extent a 
commercial activity. What matters most is not the mother but the product one buys. 
This morning I want to share with you the thought how the church should respond 
to Mother’s Day which was originated in United States as a secular event, and even 
to this day it is still very much a secular event. 
 
One of the contemporary problems facing western culture is the breakdown of 
family. One of the saddest consequences of the coronavirus, apart from the death toll 
as well as the economic downturn, is the huge jump of domestic violence. Even 
before the pandemic each day we hear from the news there are so many cases of 
family conflicts and child abuse. The divorce rate is still getting higher and higher. 
We even hear of a judge from the family court expressing his view that we may have 
to change our traditional view of family. What he meant is that homosexuals with 
adopted children would be regarded as family. In the midst of all these, how should 
the church evaluate Mother’s Day. 
  
Often we hear people say that Western culture is very much Christian culture. 
Nevertheless, as far as the family is concerned it does not exhibit a great deal of 
Christian understanding.  I was brought up from a different environment; therefore, I 
am not qualified to say why. But as a priest, I can say this. Hardly is the teaching of 
the Bible on parent and children being properly heeded. The older generation may 
still be able to quote the fifth commandment of the Decalogue: ‘Honour your father 
and mother.’ But the idea of honouring is open to different interpretation! For the 
younger generation, I am afraid to say, the fifth commandment does not exist at all. 
 
Let us turn to NT and see how children should treat their parents. In Ephesian 6:1-3 
Paul gives his instruction on the duty of children. I believe his teaching on this matter 
is still vital for us. Therefore, on Mother’s Day it is relevant for us as children to re-
examine our duty to our parents. 
 
First, Paul says, `Children, obey your parents... for this is right.’ In other words, 
child obedience according to the Bible, belongs to the realm of what we called 
`natural justice.’ Child obedience is not in that sense specifically Christian at all. It is 
a standard of behaviour in every society. In fact the Chinese morality is based on this 
parental obedience because without it there is no possibility of a stable society. 
Nowadays, we hear a great deal of human rights; a few years ago in the USA, the 
supposedly most democratic country in the world, there was a child of not more than 
12 years old going to the court to claim the right of disowning his parents. But 
according to the Bible, the first right of a child is to obey his parents. 
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Secondly, Paul goes on to say, `Honour your father and mother....’ (vs 2 & 3). Paul is 
quoting the fifth commandment of Ten Commandments. Usually we tend to think 
that the ten commandments are divided into two categories as Jesus expounded into 
duty to our God and duty to our neighbour. Therefore, the first four commandments 
fall into the category of duty to God and the last six duty to our neighbour. So the 
fifth commandment belongs to the concern of our duty to our neighbour. But that is 
not the original idea. The ten commandments are called the tablets. It contains two 
symmetrical tablets; each of them has five commandments. In other words, 
honouring one’s parents belongs to our duty to God! This may surprise you. But that 
is the case. What does that mean? 
 
Parental authority is not just a natural law, but according to Christianity it is also a 
God-given authority. Anyone who does not revere or honour his or her parents will 
be deemed as dishonouring God. That is why Moses was commanded by God to say 
to Israel: `You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. Every one of you 
shall revere his mother and his father....I am the Lord your God.’ In other words, 
reverence for parents is an integral part of reverence for God. 
 
Lastly and the most difficult part of Paul’s saying because he says, `this is the first 
commandment with a promise that it may be well with you and that you may live long.’ 
Usually a commandment is being enforced with a threat but this fifth commandment 
is with a promise. Yet the promise seems to be difficult to understand. It promises 
material prosperity and long life. At least the Chinese would agree with such 
thinking. But in reality we know that it does not follow. So what does this promise 
really mean? I think it is really about Christian witness. It has a great deal of 
relevance for our contemporary society. The politicians keep saying that they will try 
every political means to preserve the traditional value of family. In reality we see the 
breakdown of family. So we also see a great deal of social disharmony. What this 
promise for us today is to make us aware as Christian children, we have this 
responsibility to set the highest standard in our society, to promote stability in our 
community because the basic ingredient of a healthy society is a strong and loving 
family. 
 
In conclusion I suppose we might still have this question in our mind. Do we still 
have to obey and honour our parents when we become adults ourselves? 
 
Let us try to understand from two different perspectives. First perspective: we must 
get rid of the wrong idea that only this commandment among the Decalogue is 
addressing the minor, not adult. As an eminent Christian ethicist rightly says: ‘The 
duties of children are purely responsive to the duty of parents to be their children 
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what their parents were to them.’ This is a command addressed to adults, whose 
existence in the world is not self-posited but the fruit of an act of cultural 
transmission. The ten commandments were given to Israelites so that when they 
entered into the Promised Land they formed a stable and harmonious society and 
nation. ‘Honour your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land which 
the Lord your God gives you.’  The household is envisaged as the primary unit of 
cultural transmission, the ‘father and mother’ as representing every existing social 
practice which it is important to carry on. Only so can community sustain itself with 
its environment.  

 
Second perspective: St. Paul says, `Obey your parents in the Lord’. Once a parent 
always a parent. You can’t change the fact. But Paul goes on to say `... in the Lord’. 
The best way to understand this phrase is one of Jesus sayings on the Cross. He said 
to his beloved disciple, ‘Behold your mother’ and to his mother Mary, referring her 
to the beloved disciple, `Behold your son.’ Even to the point of death when he was 
about 33 years old, Jesus never forgot that he had the responsibility of honouring his 
mother.  
 
We read last Sunday in 1 Peter, to follow the footstep of our Lord. Let us therefore 
follow our Lord to honour our parents even to the end of our lives. 
  


