
From the Churchwardens 
 
5 May 2020 
  
As we continue life within the COVID-19 lockdown, our adaptation to a 
more “virtual world” continues.  We should all be encouraged by our 
community as we worship together each Sunday and festival day via our 
streamed service.  Around fifty families and now groups of  up to two 
visitors per household are consistently logging in to our service each week 
and the Churchwardens  encourage you to invite your friends and family to 
join us from anywhere in the world as we celebrate the Eucharist together at 
a time when God’s guidance and providence is critical to us all. 
  
We remind you of  the following arrangements to join the weekly service: 
1) The order of  service for each Sunday is posted on the website and sent by 

separate e-mail to our parish mailing list. 
2) To join our Sunday service at 9:30AM, click  
 http://www.facebook.com/stjohnsgordon 

to open St John’s Facebook page on your browser. 
3) Scroll down to “Posts”. 
4) If  you are watching during the live-stream, it should be the first posting.       

If  you are watching later, you will need to scroll down through the 
posts until you see “St John the Evangelist was live” for the day’s 
service that  you wish to view. 

  
While viewing services, Facebook may ask you to Create New Account—                         
you can ignore this (you may need to click on the “Not Now” button). 
  
Bishop Michael’s Revelations! 
 
Bishop Michael’s Lectio Bible study following the Book of  Revelation                       
commenced last Thursday with a well-attended and stimulating discussion 
on Zoom Meeting.  One of  the side benefits of  the current enforced remote       
communication has been the impetus to provide an ongoing link with our      
Missioner, Bishop Michael Hough, between his in-person visits to the 
parish.   
  
As you know, Bishop Michael is arguably one of  the finest theological 
scholars and communicators in Australia, so the Churchwardens are pleased 
to advise that he is now accessible to St John’s parishioners and friends from 
our own homes each week for two-discussion via our interactive Zoom 
Meeting facility as an enrichment of  his Lectio Bible study series which was 
initiated in 2012. 

http://www.facebook.com/stjohnsgordon


   
An invitation will be sent each Tuesday with the link for the Thursday 
meeting and a short written preview and notes for the ensuing discussion.  
Each one hour session will also commence with a short recap of  what has 
gone on before so that those who have missed any of  the preceding 
meetings will have the   background needed for that night’s discussion.  This 
week’s meeting can be joined on-line by clicking  
http://us02web.zoom.us/j/87325923391 
or if  you don’t have a computer, you can join by conventional phone by 
dialling in on 02 8015 6011 and when prompted, entering meeting number 
87325923391#.  Please provide any feedback or issues to Bishop Michael or 
Chris Russell at chris@clrussell.com.au 
  
The “HAVE A YARN” (HAY!) initiative has seen those who would like 
being contacted each week to check if  we can help in any way or just to 
“have a yarn”. If  you would like to be part of  this programme, either as a 
parish contact person to ring a few people each week or would like to keep 
in touch with us just to “have a yarn” - or if  you need help with anything 
within our ability that can’t be done by your friends and family—please let 
Cynthia or Meg know.  Phone 9498 2744, e-mail  
pastoralcare@stjohnsgordon.org.au  or office@stjohnsgordon.org.au 
 
The HELPING US GROUP has also been established.  Thank you to those 
who have volunteered to be part of  that group!  If  you need assistance for 
jobs you can’t do yourself, please let Meg or Cynthia at the office know.  
Phone 9498 2744 or office@stjohnsgordon.org.au One of  your fellow 
parishioners in the group will then contact you to make arrangements.  
Remember, this service is for small maintenance or other handyman jobs 
within our capability that do not require a license (like plumbing or major 
electrical) and do not involve work, health and safety hazards including 
working at heights.  If  you would like to be part of  this group of  volunteers 
and have your own tools, please let Meg or Cynthia at the church office 
know or contact Chris Russell.  
 
 
The Annual Vestry Meeting 
  
The Archbishop has advised the Churchwardens as follows:   
“You will be aware that I extended the time for parishes to hold their Annual General 
Meeting from the end of  March until the end of  April, in accordance with a provision 
in the Parish Administration Ordinance 2008.  As many parishes have still not been 
able to hold their AGM, I have decided to grant a further extension until 30 June 
2020. The Standing Committee is now looking at ways in which we can fulfil the 
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requirements of  holding an AGM, especially the election of  Wardens, parish 
councillors, nominators and Synod representatives, without having parishioners 
physically present.  Hopefully at the next meeting of  Standing Committee we shall 
have a solution to this difficulty, as the restrictions on public gatherings are still likely 
to be in place for many months.”                 
We will keep you informed.  
 
Offertory and Cash Flow 
  
The Treasurer has now had the opportunity to make a full assessment of  
our financial position and our likely financial operating outcomes over the 
next few months.   
  
As a result of  the parish qualifying for the JobKeeper stimulus package, this                     
financial support will significantly assist us in filling the funding gap that 
has arisen from the cessation of  funds flowing from a now temporarily 
closed Op Shop, the cessation of  hall hire rental, car parking income and 
other ongoing fundraising, including from the WEGs.   
  
Our offertory, whilst down, is holding at approximately 75% of  previous 
months and if  it holds at this level will allow us to remain sustainable (at 
least break-even) for the medium term and until we start to open up other 
funding sources and activities (as mentioned above). 
  
Fortunately, the major costs for the Rectory repairs have been paid and 
whilst this has reduced our cash, we have sufficient cash reserves to 
maintain a stable and positive position.   
  
Our Treasurer is monitoring our position constantly and is confident that at   
current offertory and JobKeeper levels we can continue to provide the 
current support to ministry, mission and parish administration.  So, whilst 
we are monitoring our expenditure closely, we are in a sustainable position. 
  
We remain, however, very dependent on parishioners maintaining offertory 
at current levels where possible.  We understand the pressures and financial           
difficulties many of  our parish may be facing and hence seek your prayerful   
support and consideration of  your offertory to fill the gaps that others may 
not be able to sustain.   
                      
We note that some parishioners do not use Internet banking and would 
prefer to go to the bank and pay their weekly offertory direct into our church 
Westpac bank account.  You can easily do this at any branch of  any bank 
simply by quoting the BSB number and account number below.  



Alternatively, you can leave your offertory in an envelope addressed to the 
Treasurer at the church office when it is open, usually on Monday or 
Thursday (ring first to check on 9498 2744).  If  all else fails, you can contact 
any of  the Churchwardens or the Acting Rector at any time using the 
contact details on the back of  this pew bulletin.   
  
If  you are not already using our direct debit system, we encourage you to                    
transfer your weekly offertory to the St John’s account at: 
  
Our Westpac bank account name:  St John’s Church Gordon                         
BSB:        032083                                                     
A/C:        810231 
  
 Thank you for your prayerful support and if  you would like to discuss any 
issue with any of  the Churchwardens, feel free to “have a yarn” at any time 
(contact details on the back of  this pew bulletin). 
  

 The Churchwardens 
Chris Russell AM 
JK Seo 
James Winter  
 


