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 When we come to Palm Sunday, I’m not sure whether you have the same 

thought as I have that this Sunday is a puzzle and full of  contradiction. In short it 

does seem fit in well before Good Friday and Easter. If  it hadn’t been truly a 

historical event we probably would scrape it from church calendar altogether. The 

crowd was fervently expecting the coming King as prophesized by the prophet 

Zechariah. And they were not afraid to identify with Jesus as the Coming King. 

They were anti-ecological in cutting the branches of  roadside trees and laid it on 

Jesus’ path and went alongside with Jesus shouting and acclaiming him to be the 

coming King. But then few days later, the scene changed so drastically. No longer 

was there the crowd’s acclamation, but a pathetic scene on Calvary: ‘This is the 

King of  the Jews!’ The crowd had deserted Jesus, leaving him dying on a cross. 

What an anti-climax! We wonder why, in such a short time, Jesus’ royal and 

triumphant authority gave in to defeat so easily, especially He seemed to have 

accepted the crowd’s acclamation that he was the Messiah whom they had longed 

for?  

 So, many folks find Palm Sunday such a puzzlement to the point that they 

cannot see any significant meaning of  it, let alone its triumphant note, when 

compared with Easter. However, it will be a great loss if  we leave out Palm Sunday. 

Let us not forget all four gospels actually recorded it. Surely there must a place in 

God’s good purpose for Jesus to enter triumphantly into Jerusalem as its rightful 

king and just before he faced his tragic death. 

 So what do we make of  Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem? The prophet 

said, ‘Behold, your king comes!’ The crowd did not have the hindsight as we have got, 

in other words, they did not know what happened to Jesus few days later. They, 

however, actually perceived that Jesus was indeed the one as Psalm 118 perceived: 
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‘Hosanna, blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord.’ They didn’t perceive that he 

would soon be put to death tragically. They actually acclaimed him as the rightful 

king! Therefore, never let Good Friday make Psalm Sunday into a sad or even 

puzzled occasion. Let Palm Sunday stands in its own right in God’s redemptive 

history. 

 In fact, if  next Sunday we joyfully sing that Christ has triumphed over death 

and sin by rising from the dead, and if  we want to taste the triumphant life of  

Jesus’ resurrection, we must be ready to hail joyfully him as King at his entry into 

Jerusalem. On Palm Sunday, Jesus asserts himself as God’s rightful King by 

overcoming disobedience which is of the leaders of Israel. On Easter Day Jesus 

asserts Himself as God’s rightful Lord by overcoming death. In the redemptive 

history God made sure Palm Sunday preceded Good Friday and Easter. It has a 

divine and logical sequence. Jesus overcame disobedience by his death; and 

overcame death by rising from it. 

 The question for us on Palm Sunday: do we accept Jesus as God’s rightful 

king and therefore give him the due praise and honour, and therefore accept his 

authority. “Do you hear what they are saying?” the leaders of Jerusalem asked Jesus 

indignantly, as the crowds sang “Hosanna!”   And Jesus, not apologising, quoted 

Psalm 8:  “thou hast made children and babes to sound aloud thy praise!” The leaders of 

Jerusalem were first and foremost religious leaders of the entire nation of Israel, 

they knew very well the person who received praise on behalf of God was none 

other than God’s anointed. And he had the authority to command absolutely 

everything, including the Temple. Few days later, Jesus was challenged by the 

leaders as he was teaching in the Temple. It centred on this question: Who can 

speak and act for God? 
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 Don’t pity the religious leaders that they were sharply put on the spot by Jesus. 

Today, we are facing the same question put to us by Jesus. Does Jesus speak to us 

from God?  Does he have authority over everything about us, over our domestic 

and social life, over our intellectual endeavours, over our worship and church life, 

over our civilisation, our society, our politics?  Two thousand years ago he entered 

into Jerusalem to claim royal authority, he demanded everything: we should 

understand that is the answer Jesus gave to the question of paying tax to Caesar, 

‘Render to God what belongs to God’ really means everything belongs to God. 

There is nothing in life in which Jesus cannot claim his rightful authority.  

So, this morning Jesus enters into our church, into our lives and speaks to us 

from God. He has come to contest our authority, too, to require us to give way 

before him, he has come to make partisans of us all, either for him or against him, 

just as he divided the city of Jerusalem into two camps on that first Palm Sunday. 

You cannot sit on the fence. 

The contradiction of Palm Sunday is furthermore ultimately a question of 

whether we accept the authority of Scripture. Make no mistake; the religious 

leaders in Jerusalem were the best scripture teachers of the time. They had been 

given the authority and task to teach people to understand they were the light of 

the world, they had God’s covenant with them and at that time they were 

fervently expecting the arrival of God’s anointed. As Jesus rode into the city, the 

crowds sang the Hallel, Psalm 118.   The religious leaders had taught them to sing 

that psalm; at that very moment the crowds showed themselves good students of 

the religious leaders. The religious leaders should have been glad to see Jesus’ 

entry into their holy city. They would have probably felt that their work of 
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teaching people to wait patiently for the coming of the Messiah had been fulfilled. 

Their job would have been well accomplished.  

But, alas, as Jesus told the parable of Tenants several days later, the religious 

leaders refused to honour the Son of God, the Messiah, nor would they hand over 

their authority to him. Nor acclaim him their rightful king. Worst still, they 

plotted to get rid of him. It is easy to understand why they wanted to get rid of 

Jesus, isn’t it? 

Every time when we read scripture or listen to scripture and sermon in 

worship, the question immediately faces us: Are we prepared to go back to the 

beginning, just like the singing and waving crowd, ready for when and how the 

king shall choose to enter his city.  May this Palm Sunday remind us Scripture 

cannot be controlled by anyone, but always in control of everyone who is willing 

to listen to it.   

 

  


