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Although apologetic has a vital place in Christianity, since the mind 
plays an important part in believing, Christianity is all in all a religion of 
proclamation of the gospel and the core of the gospel is the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul was right; without this, our faith, our 
preaching are all in vain. Christianity never defends the resurrection in the 
apologetic sense, we simply proclaim ‘Christ is risen’.  

 
 The early Christians never proclaim with proofs and theories of 
resurrection. They never explained how it had happened. The post-modern 
folks who demand such an explanation before he or she will believe does 
not know what he or she is asking.  As one writer puts it, ‘If we could 
explain the method by which on that day death was swallowed up in 
victory, it would simply mean that no real victory was won.’ The early 
apostles were not concerned with explanation. They simply said that it was 
a mighty act of God and they would not go beyond that.  
 
 What concerns them most, as well explained by Paul in his letter to the 
Corinthians ‘I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified.’ You would say Paul did not mention the 
resurrection. But for Paul, ‘knowing Christ’ is as always  the reference not 
to the earthly life of Jesus, but the exalted risen Lord. The early Church’s 
proclamation is always ‘Christ has risen from the dead.’  
 
 This morning I want to share with you four aspects of the Easter 
message which the church must proclaim.  
 
 First, Easter announces to the world that the cross of Jesus was a 
victory, not a defeat. I think Jesus himself knew that the cross in itself is a 
victory, but for the weary disciples, it took the fact of Easter to convince 
them to this new understanding. As far as the disciples are concerned, 
Easter transformed the cross, from tragedy to triumph. So the resurrection 
of Jesus becomes the divine as well as the church’s proclamation to the 
whole world that evil has in fact been dealt with. How? You may ask. The 
early Christians eventually come to understand that on the cross Jesus was 
to deal with the evil of the world. How was this to be ratified? The wages of 
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sin is death. So it was by Jesus’ dealing with death. If he has dealt with sin, 
death can have no hold on him. But if he remains dead, his claim to have 
dealt with sin is called into question. This then is the first of the Easter 
announcements: the cross is the decisive victory of the creator God over 
evil forces in the world, as expressed in sin and death. 
 
 Second, Easter announces to the world of God’s vindication of the 
Creation. If evil has been defeated, what has happened to the created order? 
One of the reasons why people reject the resurrection as a physical event is 
their dualistic frames of mind. The evil of the world is so closely, or 
physically, identified with creation itself that to defeat evil would mean to 
abolish creation. Since in the resurrection they do not see the abolishment 
of the world, so they conclude the resurrection is a non-physical event. 
  
 But Easter is the very opposite of the abolishment of the world, it is in 
fact God’s reaffirmation of the goodness of the created order. It is vital to 
the whole story that what happened on Easter morning was irreducibly 
physical. There is a link between the mortal life and resurrection life. That 
link is death. The life of the resurrection is greater than ordinary human 
mortal life, but not less physical. Let me use an analogy to explain.  The 
difference between mortal life and resurrection life is like the difference 
between a telephone conversation and a face-to-face meeting; the latter will 
still contain the exchange of words, but now in a deeper and richer context. 
The resurrection reaffirms human physicality; it gives a richer meaning to 
life. In the creation story we read: God saw all that he had made and it was 
good. On Easter morning God looked at his creation, with the power of evil 
having dealt the decisive death-blow, and repeated his verdict. In the 
resurrection, God has reaffirmed his commitment to the creation.  
 
 There is one question we may want to ask. Does not the bible teach that 
the created order was made good but transient? It was not made to be 
everlasting in its present form. So what does that mean ‘God reaffirmed his 
commitment to creation?’ We have already seen in the resurrection of 
Jesus, a mortal life is being transformed into a resurrection life through 
death. So also, in the resurrection of Jesus, we understand, the beauty of 
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this world would gradually give way to the new creation. In our worship we 
often say the heaven and earth are full of God’s glory, we mean what we 
say. Now in Christ, the new creation has arrived. The beauty of the world 
consists more than sunset and the singing of lark, but the glory of the Lord 
in which we can see with the help of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 Third, Easter also announces the truth about God. If the resurrection 
reaffirms the goodness of the created order, it also reaffirms the claim as 
summed up in the teachings of Jesus: the God who is revealed in history is 
the one God, who has created the whole world. But how could you possibly 
demonstrate this claim? 
 
 In the time of early church, there were many stories of resurrection of 
other persons. So it was not just the resurrection of a person that mattes. 
The context is vital. It was Jesus who had made certain claims, followed a 
certain programme of actions. His resurrection becomes a focal point. The 
resurrection of Christ vindicates Jesus, and all that he had said and done. In 
fact in the light of the resurrection, that the Christian claims about the 
meaning of the word ‘God’ can be made. Who is this God? Easter declares: 
he is the creator of the universe; he is the rescuer of the universe. He has 
lived a fully human life and died a fully human death, taking upon himself 
the pain and shame of the world and finishing off its power. Remember the 
story of Thomas in John 20.28. Thomas addresses Jesus, ‘My Lord and my 
God.’ From now on, when Christians use the word ‘God’, that word 
includes Jesus within its meaning. It is in the light of Jesus that we know 
who God is. In particular, in the light of Jesus we know that God loves us 
beyond all telling. 
 
 Lastly, Easter announces the birth of the Christian Church. In the time 
of Jesus the Jews expected the end-time would soon come and the whole 
nation would be vindicated by God,  resurrection would indeed happen. 
Therefore, when the Jews heard of Jesus’ resurrection, they were taken by 
surprise that the present history did not come to an end.  Evil still seemed 
to be at large. Herod and Pilate were still ruling Palestine. Nothing seemed 
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to have changed. So those who were expecting the resurrection to bring 
history suddenly and visibly to a halt were disappointed.  
 
 The Early church therefore had to explain. This task fell on Paul. Paul 
modified the long held view of resurrection. Instead of being a single, 
large-scale, last-minute event, the resurrection was to be seen as taking 
place in two stages. Jesus took on the role of Israel on himself as in 
individual.  Therefore, a new Israel had been established in the 
resurrection of Jesus. But the people of the New Israel still had to wait for a 
general resurrection, and it would come later. There would be a time lag. 
And the time lag had a purpose. It was there so that the people of the New 
Israel could go into all the world and proclaim, like messengers announcing 
the enthronement of a new emperor, that Jesus of Nazareth was now 
exalted as Lord of the whole creation. Therefore, the mission of the church 
is the necessary link between the two resurrections, Jesus’ and that of his 
people.  
 
 At the beginning I said Christianity is a proclaiming religion. Easter has 
provided the Christian church the basis and content of proclamation. Jesus 
Christ is the Risen Lord. Alleluia. 
 


