
 

  
THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF  

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST,                
GORDON                                                                           

for the days before and after                                     
22 MARCH 2020                                                                                     

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT                                                                                
and                                                                                                                          

MOTHERING SUNDAY                                                                                       
                           

 

FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS - 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
 

Unfortunately, due to the ongoing mitigation requirements for COVID-19 as             
announced by the Prime Minister—                                                                                
consistent with the Diocesan recommendations—                                                         

the Acting Rector and Churchwardens                                  
have decide to cease all services                                                                                            
and large gatherings at St. John’s                          
with immediate effect. 
 

We are aware of  the important place our Sunday services have in many of  our                      
parishioners’ lives and so we will be implementing a number of  measures for the 
time until we can return to our usual programme—and beyond.                                      
These are listed on Page 2 and 3.    

 

Scan this QR code                                                                 
to go to                                    

the church website. 

The OP SHOP                                                                               
is CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

 “Like” and follow                 
 St. John’s, Gordon                     

 on Facebook  
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Our parish remains open and active and seeking to support our parishioners.               
We can advise the following interim measures. 

 

SERVICES ON-LINE 

The Acting Rector is putting together an on-line broadcast facility via Facebook 
(you don’t need to be a member of  Facebook to access) so you can participate in 
the on-line service conducted live in the church on Sunday morning (without a             
congregation).  The links will be available to this and other national and                 
international services on our parish website, www.stjohnsgordon.org.au before 
Sunday, 22 March. 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE—TELEPHONE CONTACT                                                                                    
“HAVE A YARN!” PROGRAMME (HAY!)                                                                 

Each of  us treasures the rich blessings of  gathering as a community of  faith       
every week, and the Churchwardens are conscious that for many in our parish 
family, especially those less mobile or living alone, the Sunday services are an very 
important time of  social contact during the week.  For that reason, whilst the   
services are suspended, we will attempt to stay connected under a new “Have a 
Yarn!” programme to be known as HAY!. 

 

You could be part of  this programme, either by ringing up a few people each week 
to “have a yarn”, or by letting the church know you’d be happy to be telephoned 
and if  you need help with anything within our ability that can’t be done by your 
friends and family.    E-mail or telephone Cynthia Keithly or Meg McDonald,   
pastoralcarestjohnsgordon@gmail.com, office@stjohnsgordon.org.au or                                   
9498 2744.  Alternatively, feel free to contact any of  the Churchwardens at the 
contact details on the back of  the pew bulletin at any time.  All calls will, of  
course, be in confidence.  

 

 

MEN’S HANDYMAN GROUP—“HELPING US GROUP” (HUGS)                                         

We are proposing to set up a new men’s group to be known as the “Helping Us 
Group” at St. John’s, geared around carrying out odd jobs for those elderly or            
disabled parishioners within our parish family who need our help.  This will be to 
carry out small repairs, maintenance tasks such as light bulbs or tap washer   
changes, assembling purchased kits for furniture or even driving tasks.  This will 
not include licensed electrical or plumbing work (other than simple tasks such as 
mentioned above), nor will we allow working at heights or other work for which a 
WHS ticket is required.   

 

(continues on Page 3) 



 

 

 

HANDYMAN MEN’S “HELPING US GROUP” (HUGS) (continued)                                        
As soon as we have a viable group of  willing handymen, we will meet and work 
out the details, so if  you are handy, have a few tools and would be prepared to help 
out on a rostered or shared basis from time to time, let Meg McDonald or                
Chris Russell know.  This is an exciting and much-needed service to our parish 
and we would urge you to consider it as a wonderful (and enjoyable) volunteer                       
opportunity. 

 

 

OFFERTORY AND CASH FLOW 

It is also critical that we maintain our cash flow, especially this year as we operate 
on a breakeven budget with a number of  one-off  expenses such as storm repairs, 
rectory refurbishment and the search for our new Rector.  We would therefore 
prayerfully request that you review and continue with or increase your weekly 
giving as your personal circumstances allow, bearing in mind the current unusual 
and difficult situation we find ourselves in.   

 

If  you are in the habit of  making your offering by envelope or by cash, the 
Churchwardens would ask you to make your weekly offertory either by changing 
to direct debit or alternatively, by transferring your weekly offertory to the              
St. John’s account at:                                                                                                             
Name:  St John’s Church Gordon                                                                             
BSB:   032083                                                                                                                          
A/C:   810231                                                                                                                           
or simply contact the church office or any of  the Churchwardens.   

 

We will keep you informed of  our financial position as the situation evolves in the 
future.    

 

 

The Acting Rector and Churchwardens thank you for your patience and                              
enthusiastic support and ask that you continue to pray for God’s guidance through 
this testing time for our world. 

 

The Churchwardens                                                                                                
Chris Russell AM                                                                                                          
JK Seo                                                                                                                      
James Winter 
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BIBLE READINGS THIS WEEK  
Sunday, 22 March  1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a   Psalm 23:1-6   Ephesians 5:8-14   John 9:1-41                                   

Monday, 23 March  Isaiah 65:17-21   Psalm 30:2-13   John 4:43-54                                                                              

Tuesday, 24 March Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12   Psalm 46:2-9   John 5:1-16                                       

Wednesday, 25 March   Isaiah 7:10-14, 8:10   Psalm 40:7-11   Hebrews 10:4-10   Luke 1:26-38                                                           

Thursday, 26 March   Exodus 32:7-14   Psalm 106:19-23   John 5:31-47                                                                                 

Friday, 27 March   Wisdom 2:1a, 12-22   Psalm 34:17-23   John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30                                                                     

Saturday, 28 March   Jeremiah 11:18-20   Psalm 7:2-3, 9-12   John 7:40-53 

Readings are from United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, usccb.org/bible/readings                          

Notices 

Wednesday is a Red Letter Day,                                                                                       

the ANNUNCIATION                                                                                                   

OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY. 

   

The angel said to Mary, “Hail, thou that art highly          

favoured, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou 

among women. … Behold, thou shalt conceive in      
thy womb and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 

name Jesus.  He shalt be great and shall be called the 

Son of  the Highest and the Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of  his father David.  And he shall 

reign over the house of  Jacob for ever, and of  his 

kingdom there shall be no end.”       Luke 1 

 

We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts, that, as we have known 

the incarnation of  thy Son Jesus Christ by the message of  an angel, so by his 
cross and passion we may be brought unto the glory of  his resurrection, through 

the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.    

 

HAPPY MOTHERING SUNDAY                                                              

to all the mothers, grandmothers and great-grandmothers                       

in the parish.  Although we are not able to gather and share                    

simnel cake as we usually do, we can give thanks for                    

our mothers, the mothers of  our children, mothers in Heaven.  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/


 

 

 

 

DURING THIS TIME OF SOCIAL DISTANCING—                                    

AND WHILE PUBLIC WORSHIP SERVICES                      

ARE SUSPENDED - 

 

You can “go to church at home” - for those of  you on the church e-mail         

mailing list, we intend to e-mail you a liturgical sheet.  You will continue to                

receive the Shofar and intercessions page weekly.   

 

 

 

Being home gives us more time for reading the Bible.  Readings for each day 

this week are at the top of  Page 4.   

 

 

 

Now more than ever, it is beneficial that clergy and office staff  have                               

accurate and full contact details for all parishioners.  Much can happen from 

Sunday to Sunday and the fastest way to communicate news is via e-mail or 

SMS messages.                                                                                                          

 

 

 

Group and activity leaders, go ahead and write your report for the Annual                    

Vestry Meeting, e-mailing it to Meg McDonald, office@stjohnsgordon.org.au 

or mailing it, neatly printed, to the church office.  

 

 

 

Long time parishioners, during the time of  social distancing, now might be a 

good time to go through your photograph albums to find photographs useful to 

BRETT McKERN, WRITING A HISTORY OF MUSIC AT ST JOHN’S.  

He also seeks information or recounts of  significant musical events.                                                         
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A second RECTORY WORKING BEE is planned for Saturday, 28 March,           

beginning at 8:00AM, a continuation and completion of  works.  A great deal 
was achieved at the first working bee, and many thanks to those who came and 

worked.  There is more to do, jobs for men and women.  Returning workers or 

new volunteers, please contact Bill Killinger, bkillinger@optusnet.com.au or 

Reece McCormack, reece@mccormackpartners.com.au.  

 

FREE SAWN FIREWOOD available—Fallen tree branches from the storms 

have been sawn up into short lengths and stacked in the cemetery in three places 

in the centre in various diameters suitable for open fires and combustion stoves.  
Please help yourself.  Contact Chris Russell, chris@clrussell.com.au, with any 

questions.   

 

Supporters of  BUSH CHURCH AID, when you next come to church, leave 

your COLLECTION BOX at the church.  Other parishioners willing to become 

supporters of  Bush Church Aid would be very welcome.  Donations can be tax-

deductible.  New or replacement collection boxes are available from Alan Tilley, 

telephone 9498 4169. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Keith                                            

returned to Gordon                                                 

to dedicate the organ                                         

last Sunday 

 

 

 

More pictures                                                    

on following pages 
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Photographs                             

courtesy of                               

J. Brandon,                                   

J.R. Edwards,                           

C. Keithly                                         

    



 

 

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST PARISH DIRECTORY  
754 Pacific Highway (P.O. Box 295) Gordon NSW 2072  

Telephone  9498 2744 
Website www.stjohnsgordon.org.au  

Church office hours are usually                                                                                              
Mondays and Thursdays 9:30AM to 5:00PM,                                                                            

but may vary right now.                                                                                                      
 
 
Interim Rector Rev’d Ernest Chau                                  Mobile 0414 549 082         
               rector@stjohnsgordon.org.au   

Honorary Assistant The Ven Rob Sutherland CSC 0406 767 757, revrob@ozemail.com.au 

Parish Missioner Rt Rev’d Dr Michael Hough anathoth.hough@gmail.com 

Director of Music Dr Brett McKern 0408 303 225, music@stjohnsgordon.org.au 

Asst Dir of Music Nicola Chau 

People’s Warden JK Seo good2bfree@gmail.com  

Rector’s Warden Chris Russell AM chris@clrussell.com.au 

Warden, Treasurer James Winter james.winter@au.gt.com 

Parish Council Dr Janet Long, Parish Council Secretary    parishcouncil@stjohnsgordon.org.au 

Pastoral Care  Cynthia Keithly pastoralcarestjohnsgordon@gmail.com 

Pastoral Chaplain Jennifer Lum jennifer.lum@bigpond.com 

Safe Ministry Jan McLachlan janmclachlan@bigpond.com, 0408 641 037 

Parish Administrator Meg McDonald office@stjohnsgordon.org.au 

Pew Bulletin Editor Cynthia Keithly  sjgpewbulletin@gmail 

  Notices in by Tuesday sunset, please                                                                           

Organ Replacement Project  Dennis Wood   0414 462 201, musicassociation@stjohnsgordon.org.au                                             
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