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Advent Sunday   

Come, let us go up to the mountain of Yahweh 

To read today’s reading from Isaiah a prediction of the universal peace and justice that is to come 

would be to miss its deeper and more significant meaning.  The prophet’s key message offering 

God’s people a reassurance that human history will reach the goal established for it by the Lord God 

himself.  This will be achieved by God and God’s grace alone.  Heaven does not need the force of 

arms or the political skills of Israel.  Their vocation is to obey and live faithfully under the God who 

calls them.  No force on this earth can stop God’s plan from being successful – not even the mighty 

Assyrian army.  Deeper even than that, one of the great faith questions of the time was whether or 

not Yahweh God would allow an enemy to take the city and imprison the people. 

What is sin in Isaiah 1-39? 

Isaiah and the prophets of the time proclaimed a message many of the nation’s religious people did 

not want to hear: the pain, fear and suffering being experienced by Israel is something brought down 

upon them on account of their unfaithfulness.  In the earlier chapter God spoke of their sins in this 

manner… See how the faithful city has become a prostitute! She once was full of justice; 

righteousness used to dwell in her— but now murderers! 22 Your silver has become dross, your 

choice wine is diluted with water (1:21-26).  See what has happened here?  The things of which she 

had become proud, her silver and fine wine is in truth nothing but dross and swill.  Rather than living 

for the care and protection of the powerless – the orphan and widow – they put themselves first.  

For Isaiah, sin was nothing less than a rebellion against God.  They may speak of the Lord their 

God but they do not live as though God was indeed reigning in their daily living.  They rejected 

or modified the Law of the Lord in favour of more acceptable cultural ways of doing things.  

They put too much trust in the trappings of worship – as long as we pray and go to Temple, all 

will be well!  What they should be doing is prioritizing the pursuit of justice and caring for 

those who are oppressed.  Isaiah in fact provides a helpful list of these sins…Isaiah 5:8-24…It 

is well worth a read as we move into the season of Advent.  All of these sins arise out of the 

failure of both the individual and the institutions of religion and both of these groups have 

conned themselves into believing they are doing alright thank you very much!...Woe to those 

who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put 

bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. 21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever 

in their own sight.  How easy it is for the faithful to consider themselves to be free of sin and 

to sit back and think all will be well.  As God through Isaiah says – they are in for a rude shock! 

they knew nothing about what would happen - the flood came and they drowned 
 

The early faith communities had a problem with the promises Jesus had made declaring that he 

would return as Judge.  He had spoken of signs and wonders but the problem was that so many 

of the early believers were seeing those very signs as happening in their own time and had come 

to the conclusion that the parousia was due any day now.  It was immanent.  And so Jesus uses 

THE  NEW  SHOFAR 
God acts to save, redeem and to transform 

In all things, trust in the Lord our God 
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the well-known story of Moses and the flood.  When God opened the vaults of heaven and sent 

the flood waters to cover the earth, men and women at that time were going on with their normal 

day to day activities.  No one expected the flood!  When the waters crashed down upon them, 

they were completely surprised; and they drowned.  Thus it will be with the return of the Son 

of Man says Jesus.  When The Day of The End comes they will be just like the people at the 

time of Noah.  All will be living their normal lives.  They will not be living any differently to 

what they do every day.  Here is Jesus’ point:  if they are not sure of the timing of this event, it 

makes sense to be sure that they are ready for it every day of their lives.   

One of the things that Matthew does also clarify is that The End is going to come at a time of 

normal living, when people are farming, grinding grain, eating, drinking, marrying and the like.  

It will not necessarily be a time of calamity.  They should not be distracted by the thought that 

wars and uprisings, or outbreaks of disease and the onset of natural disasters are all signs of the 

arrival of The End.  These will happen throughout of all human history.  These are not 

necessarily signs The End is nigh.  Life will be “normal” and that is why it will surprise 

everyone.  No one will be expecting it at that moment and it may be at a time when all seems 

to be well in the world, and all are prosperous and happy with their lot in life. 

Matthew was writing to a community in distress and under persecution 

Luther observed:  Christians should live as if Jesus had died this morning, risen this afternoon 

and was coming this evening, a neat way of presenting what Jesus is saying here.  It is a 

significant message Matthew wants his Church to understand.  It is important for them.  Why?  

Because come tumultuous times, or times of peace and prosperity, Christians need to live as if 

they are on the eve of the return of Christ as Judge.   

 

The Lord Christ will come as judge of all and of all things 
 

It is important for us as well because it is the second most important teaching of this Gospel.  

The major theme of chapter 11 and the parables is that of judgment.  Remember the ending of 

the section where Jesus teaches about discipleship?  Jesus was reminding his followers of his 

return as judge:…(he will come) in the glory of his Father with his angels, and then (at the 

judgment) he will repay every single individual for his or her behaviour (16:27).    

 

It would be a serious mistake if this fundamental Gospel message is dismissed altogether from 

sermons, prayers and teachings.  Christians do not love God and obey the commandments 

because they fear hell.  They are faithful because they rejoice in the forgiveness and salvation 

God has freely given to them in the life, death, resurrection and ascension of his Son Jesus.   

We live Gospel lives because God has poured out his love and mercy on us and because we 

choose to share in the divine mission of the transformation of the whole of creation.   

 

We strive to be faithful disciples because we believe that living in a Christ-like manner makes 

us more fully human and brings us a fullness of life that is not possible anywhere else.  It is this 

fullness that we desire to share with others.  Yes: and then there will be a judgment.  There is 

no escaping this reality.  It is not there to scare us but to reassure us, reminding us that in the 

end God will be victorious over darkness and all evil.  In the meantime, we must keep on with 

the ministry of collaborating with the works of God.  If we do that then the arrival of the Divine 

Judge will not greatly concern us.  We will be ready.  Not necessarily without sin, but ready to 

give account of our lives.  Having lived for others; having given much; having died to ourselves 

we are then ready for God’s loving embrace embrace. 

mailto:anathoth.hough@gmail.com
http://www.houghongod.com/

