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Ord Sunday 34   

Give us a king so that we can be like the other nations! 

David had already been appointed king over the southern kingdom of Judah and today we see the 

northern kingdom of Israel anointing him as their king as well.  The man who used to shepherd his own 

father’s flock has been chosen by God to be the shepherd of my people Israel. In doing this Yahweh was 

keeping an earlier promise He had made.  But David is God’s king.  He is not a king chosen by the 

people.  He is to rule in line with the will of God, according to the Covenant Yahweh himself had made 

with this people. And this is a key point.  Kingly power is to be in line with the metaphor of shepherding 

God’s flock in the way God wanted them fed, watered and cared for. 

Neither Israel nor Judah needed a King 

Today’s reading sounds reasonable in the context of nationhood of the time.  However, the truth is that 

God did not want them to have a king.  God as their King.  They needed no other.  The original request 

came as the people were living  in a state of constant conflict with the Philistines for possession of the 

land God had given to them.  But all had not gone well since their movement into Canaan.  They found 

themselves seduced by the way of life of the tribes and peoples amongst whom they were living.  Their 

gods were attractive and the wealth and culture of many of them suggested their gods were powerful and 

worth at least considering. 

All of this was from a people who had been rescued from slavery in Egypt and led to safety through the 

wilderness.  They were God’s covenanted people and yet here they were wanting to be like other nations.  

In their minds the prophet Samuel was growing old and about to die.  With him went the “old” ways.  If 

they were going to make their way in this new world, they had to become a part of it and so they asked 

of Yahweh… give us a king to rule over us, that we might be like the other nations.  It should be 

stunningly obvious why this is an unacceptable and insulting request. 

All the tribes on the earth will bless themselves by you. The very reason for their existence as a people 

was so that every tribe and nation on earth will find a way to live under divine blessing.  They were to 

be at the forefront of God’s saving works in human history.  How could the nations know freedom if 

there was no difference between the way these nations were living and the way the Hebrews were living 

around them?   

Christians are not called to be “like the other nations” 

This is such a timely and relevant reading for the Church in Australia today.  We were not baptized in 

order to fit in, to be like everyone else.  Our ways are not the philosophies and ways of living by which 

others live.  We are in the world as salt, as light, as leaven.  We are to be God’s light shining in the 

darkness of the uncertainty, doubt, pain and ugliness crushing hope from the lives of so many of our 

brothers and sisters today.  When it comes to matters of human sexuality, life, abortion, war, poverty, 

climate, justice and so on, we have the light of God by which human empowering decisions must be 

made.  But where is that voice of light?  Our leaders are frightened to speak out and too many of us in 

THE  NEW  SHOFAR 
Let us not strive to be like the nations 

We are to be leaven, light, salt in the world. 
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the pews prefer a quiet life of faith to one that will draw attention and criticism down upon us.  We can 

avoid our Gospel responsibilities by saying we do not want to be seen as “Bible bashers”.  We have 

become like Israel and Judah of old, risking our integrity as God’s reconstituted People of God by 

allowing ourselves to be governed by the “kings” of this world.  

And the sign read:  This is the King of the Jews 

It is difficult to be too harsh in criticism of the Church as the cost of speaking out can be high.  This may 

may be one reason our reading from 2 Samuel is paired with this particular Gospel.  The cost of preaching 

the Word of His Father for the salvation of the world is evident here – crucifixion.  This is true “kingship” 

in the Kingdom of God.  Instead of quietly working way in his own carpentry shop and teaching in his 

home synagogue, Jesus hit the road, and in obedience to his Father, proclaimed the Good News the world 

needed.  Those in positions of power, influence and authority hated and feared Him.  This Good News 

was not his own Good News, or Good News for a few who liked it.  The Gospel was Truth for the world, 

the sacred panacea for breaking the hold sin held over the world.  It was meant to set all people free and 

had therefore to be proclaimed in the world, to all people whether they liked it or not.  The Truth of 

Christ did not depend on people accepting him as their King and Saviour.  Clearly, they turned their 

back on Truth, preferring instead the seductive ways of the Prince of Lies. 

We will be called to pay a price for following Christ in the world today.  It is not easy being a man or 

woman of faith in a world at least indifferent to faith of any kind and very often bitterly opposed to any 

kind of allegiance to a God who wants humans to live according to heavenly wisdom.  The world wants 

freedom but in the end subjects people to a life of pursuing “kings” that can never deliver the things for 

which they yearn.  They speak of many “truths”, each individually shaped, and reject the only enduring 

Truth. God alone is the way to everlasting life. Living according to the ways of God as revealed to us by 

the Father through Christ his Son is the way to a fullness of life here in this life and beyond the grave 

forever with the saints who have gone before us persevering in their faithfulness.   

Today you will be with me in paradise 

This promise the dying Jesus makes to the repentant thief who was crucified alongside of him at 

Golgotha is incredibly powerful.  It has never resonated with me as much as it does today.  My much-

loved and beautiful wife Bennita died peacefully this morning after what has been three long years of 

illness, pain and suffering.  Standing alongside her, holding her hand over the last five days was soul 

wretching for both of us, particularly as by then she had limited ability to speak and respond to prayers, 

readings and reassuring gestures of love and thanksgiving.  We both felt the kind of love that can only 

be built up through lives shared in committed discipleship.  Through all of that anguish these words of 

Jesus to the thief were wonderfully comforting to both of us. I read it through many times prior to leaving 

her in God’s hands at 6.15, Wednesday, November 20th.   This same day, as I sit down to write the 

Shofar, I find great peace and consolation knowing that she is with that very same thief in paradise.   

There were no backward steps for Bennita in discipleship.   She radiated the Gospel and the love of God 

that filled her every word and deed transformed the lives of all she encountered on her pilgrimage.  The 

unending line of people coming to say farewell to her in those final days is an eloquent demonstration 

of the way Christ touches the lives of people whenever we are faithful, humble servants of all.   She did 

not die with wealth, or honours, attended to by Bishops and dignitaries.  She died with her family around 

her, and like that thief on the cross, her eyes fixed on her Saviour, believing that this day she would be 

with Him in paradise in a house prepared for her by her Father.  I know she is there and while I miss her 

in ways I could never fully express, I know that it is in Christ she rests in Peace. 
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