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Ord Sunday 33   

How good is God! 

At the heart of what the prophet Malachi is revealing to God’s people sits a very important Hebrew 

word – hesed.  It is difficult to translate into English as there is no single word capable of picking up 

its many nuances.  However we use it, the English translation must be one connoting action.  It is 

God’s faithful love in action, the divine loving kindness embracing the people He has chosen as His 

own. The covenant God made with Israel during the Exodus is founded on this God-initiated 

relationship.  God chose Israel before she was even a people. Chose her for a His own purposes, to 

advance His own saving plans in creation. 

In Deuteronomy, God gives His own “odd” basis for choosing this particular people.  He is explicit 

about the fact that He did not make the Jews His chosen people because of special qualities but 

because of His love and his promises to the Patriarchs.  All God promises comes to fruition. 

How odd of God to choose the Jews! 

This little couplet by William Ewer has always appealed to me 

for it picks up a significant message that is revealed throughout 

the whole of Scripture. There is a lot of oddness connected 

with God!  Why did God do this, that or the other?  Why this 

person, that person – why me?  What is God doing here?  

“Where are you God?”  There are many times when this 

perplexes not just ourselves, but those living outside of the faith 

community.  Surely there are better ways, better people than 

me?   At various points in their lives, people may become 

suddenly aware of how something about God or what He has 

done is profoundly odd, more so than they previously realized.  

This is where God’s hesed comes into the picture.  All God’s 

works are love in action, an unfolding of divine love in our 

human existence.  If it is from God it may appear odd in human 

eyes, but dig down a little, persevere in faith and we will find God’s little gem of love. 

Nothing stops God's hesed.  It is an attempt to reflect God’s persistent and unconditional tenderness, 

kindness, mercy, patience, passion, compassion and mercy.  This is the relationship God seeks to 

establish with the odd – with us.  Hesed is the initiated by God in which He pursues men and women 

with love and mercy. Hesed expresses both God’s loyalty to His covenant and His love for His people 

along with a faithfulness to keep His promises. 

Why then do we sin, do we wander from God, prefer the ways of the world to the ways of our Hesed-

God? This is what Malachi is asking.  This is the God who loves us and yet we despise His name.  

THE  NEW  SHOFAR 
It is time to sing a new song to the Lord! 

I will give you the wisdom you need 

“It was not because you were 

more in number than any other 

people that Yahweh set his love 

upon you and chose you, for you 

were the fewest of all peoples; but 

it is because Yahweh loves you, 

and is keeping the oath which he 

swore to your fathers, that Yahweh 

has brought you out with a mighty 

hand, and redeemed you from the 

house of bondage, from the hand 

of Pharaoh king of Egypt” (Deut. 

7:7-8). 
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You know the really sad thing in this reading?  The people do not even know they are sinning!  So 

far have they wandered from Covenant faithfulness, sin has become the norm.  There is no longer 

anything of importance marking them off from the unbelievers around them. 

Sing a new song unto Yahweh for He has done marvellous things! 

This is the way our Psalm today (Psalm 98) begins.  It is a song celebrating the Kingship of God and 

was used when the people “enthroned” Yahweh on his throne during annual festivities.  Of course, 

they did not enthrone Him.  What they were doing was acknowledging the sovereign rule of God over 

their lives and committing themselves to live under His divine authority in all they did.  But do not 

miss how they are calling for a new song.  Makes you wonder what was wrong with the “old” song?  

Was it no longer reflective of the kind of covenant relationship demanded by God?  Was Israel losing 

its way in the midst of the other nations of the world?  God was not the problem.  The reality of God 

had not become stale and so the problem must rest with the way people are responding. 

Our Gospel reading today picks up this same line of questioning.  On the outside, the Temple appeared 

to be a magnificent tribute to the love the people had for their God.  There were endless offerings, 

sacrifices, prayers and oblations unfolding each and every day.  There was smoke, incense, noise and 

great throngs of people moving backwards and forwards through its porticoes.  It was a wonder to 

behold and yet the assessment made by Jesus is – the days will come when not one stone will be left 

upon another.  All will be thrown down!  In the ancient world, the Temple was the home of God on 

earth, a place most sacred.  To think it was to be pulled down and despoiled would shock the hearts 

and souls of all faithful Jews.  Surely God would not allow such a sacrilege? 

These apocalyptic passages are persecution literature 

Luke wrote for a Church in difficult times – during the time of the Roman-Jewish wars, the destruction 

of Jerusalem and its Temple and the scattering of the people from the land of Israel.  Many thought 

the End was upon them and Luke the pastor that he was, included this teaching from Jesus as a way 

of giving the people direction.  No longer could they rely on the old songs that had comforted them 

for so long.  The world was new and the good times were gone.  God was calling a New People and 

the old had to pass away.  But the old was not going without a battle!  Hence the images we have 

here.  They are not meant to be read as a description of the end of the world.  It is a call to action. It 

is a bit like the new wine needing new wineskins.  The end of the Temple is an example of what 

happens when we try to squeeze the new into the old.  The old skins burst and both wine and skins 

are lost.  Why is it, asks Jesus through his life and witness, that God is hesed and we want to hold 

onto our old “man-made Temples?”   

It is little different today when we find the Church all too easily abandoning the ways of God as 

revealed in our scriptures and turning its back on the teachings of the apostles in an attempt to appear 

more appealing to the world.  Rather than standing up in the court of public option and scathing and 

unjust judgment and testifying to God as Sovereign King, She takes on the ways of the world, 

becoming like them.  The Bible is filtered, adjusted and rewritten.  Even though Jesus promises his 

disciples that if they become bold in their witness to the Kingdom, not one hair of your head will 

perish we roll over and under the pretext of God loves us whatever we do and go on to live the kind 

of lives that led to the destruction of the Temple. 

Paul sets the bar for Christians  in his Letter to the Thessalonians…brothers and sisters, do not weary 

of doing what is right.  Not doing only the things with which we are comfortable, but the things of 

God.  That is tough but God chose us, odd though we are, that the world may not perish. 
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