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Ordinary Sunday 19  

God desires to do much for us, but we limit His opportunities for action 

This chapter was likely written around the time of the Babylonian invasion, the destruction of the 

Temple in Jerusalem and the exile of the leadership of the nation and it is against this background we 

need to read the entire chapter. God is reminding the people of Israel how they are His chosen ones, 

and, at the same time, also noting how the foreigners have also been created by His word.  He loves 

them as well and they play their part in the divine saving activities.  The real problem God has with 

Jerusalem is the way the people rely too much on the cult, on liturgical rituals to keep them close to 

God and to sustain the people in the land.  Through the prophet, God is reminding how He demands 

much  more than just worship!  What the Lord demands is holiness of life – with holiness meaning 

being more God-like in the way they live in the world and deal with others.  The final major theme is 

another reminder.  They need to be a people who give constant thanks to God for the abundant graces 

that sustain them, empower them and give their lives meaning and direction. 

God is both saviour and protector 

The previous chapter is filled with the reassurance of God to Israel.  They are to receive the grace of 

salvation, vindication when they live lives of covenant faithfulness.  If they are the people they are 

called to become, the nations now persecuting them will instead sing their praises as the holy people of 

God, the redeemed of Yahweh.  The power of God will be visible in them. These are not idle promises.  

Through His almighty power, God will destroy her enemies and secure her place in the land.  But it 

must be always about God.  Take God out of the way they live and plan their lives, and they are 

doomed. It is all about faithfulness. 

“I will recount the loving kindnesses of Yahweh” … Our opening verse serves to remind the people 

of all of the great and wonderful things God has done for His people.  Not just in the act of creation but 

in the sustaining love poured out upon them, even when their actions did not warrant such love.  

Nothing they could ever do would be enough to earn this divine faithfulness.  And yet God still loves 

them.  As an example of the kinds of hands on involvement God has shown, He reminds them of what 

happened to their greatest enemy – Edom…I trod them in my anger, and trampled over them in my 

wrath… And then we find Isaiah speaking of the loving kindness of God (hesed).   In the next part of 

this prophesy, Isaiah will acknowledge how God had plenty of reasons for abandoning Israel but 

instead chose to stay with them. This is hesed. There were other nations to which He could have 

transferred His love, nations who may well have proved to be more profitable for the divine saving 
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works.  But through sin and through wickedness, good times and bad, God remained with the Hebrew 

people.   

For he said, “Surely, they are my people…  This is how the prophet understands the thoughts of God.  

Israel is loved by God and as a mother cannot forget the child of her womb, so too God cannot and will 

not forget the children He loves.  Verse 9 says this most beautifully…in all their affliction He was 

afflicted…God feels the pain of His people, even when that pain is self-inflicted, brought about 

through their own wickedness, stubbornness and sinfulness.  God stands beside them.  More than that, 

God gathers them into His loving arms and becomes for them a salve to heal and to comfort.  

“In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them”  It is because 

God shared in their afflictions, He understands their innermost needs.  He was no God sitting up in a 

remote heaven sending down angels to do the hands-on work.  In the Bible, angels were another way 

of speaking of the actions of God in creation.  The key word here is salvation.  This is not just a gift 

for life after death.  It is about a sustaining presence of God in the day to day living of the people, a 

divine presence that transforms all of the actions and relationship that make up a believer’s day. 

Fear not – says Luke’s Jesus 

Our Gospel today picks up the same guarantee found in Isaiah.  This time, the evangelist makes it 

clear how this divine protection, forgiveness and salvation coms from God and is made available to 

us in Jesus.  The closer we live in Christ, the more eloquently our words and deeds lead people to 

Christ as Lord and Saviour, the more we will experience these divine gifts.  This union does not 

happen by chance.   We have to build it into our daily spiritual routines. 

Blessed is that slave whom his master finds at work when he arrives. 

In our liturgies we acknowledge the End each time we profess our faith in the Eucharistic 

acclamation – Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  But how much time do we 

spend in pondering the will come again elements of our lives in Christ?  It is always something off 

in the future, an event that will not come in our own lifetimes.  However, for the early Christian 

communities the End was immanent. They looked around them and saw wars, persecutions, 

marginalization of believers, their rejection from the synagogues and the destruction of the Temple 

and Jerusalem the City of God.  Surely, they thought, this must be the precursor to the eschaton? 

Jesus speaks of the End but it does not preoccupy him although it was central to many of the false 

Jewish messiahs running around during the Roman wars.  The world was a fragile, created entity.  It 

was not designed to last forever.  This fragility was built into its constantly evolving character – 

earthquakes, volcanoes, floods, droughts and other natural disasters.  This same fragility is also built 

into our own human condition, much as we seek to control it, enhance it or avoid it.  Sickness and 

death come our way and these are the fate of very human person on this earth.  Our End is always 

nigh.  It could happen before we finish reading this Shofar!   

The most difficult line in this Gospel is found right at the end… If you are given much, much will 

be required of you. This is us.  Every baptized man and woman.  What has been given to us?  The 

Kingdom of God and the mandate to share it with the very ends of the earth.  We have been graced 

with the privilege of knowing God and being one with God in the Son of God.  When that End 

comes, the Judge will have a significant question to ask:  what have you done with that grace of 
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faith?  As Mother Theresa once said to me:  when you stand before the throne of God for judgment, 

He will ask one question:  who have your brought with you?  For that is the fruit required of us by 

God. 
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