
Produced by Bishop Michael Hough for the Disciples of Christ – 

anathoth.hough@gmail.com  -  www.houghongod.com  

 
 

Ord Sunday 14 

Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow 

Today’s reading from St Paul is one of the many that get under the skin of contemporary readers who 

would seek to water down the divine expectations and turn the quest for discipleship into a gentle amble 

down the sunny side of life with the Last Judgment a gathering for a picnic at the River.  And what does 

Paul say to that?... let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do 

not give up.  While it is clear eternal life is not a reward for good living, the expectations of God are that 

we all respond to the free gift of life by living as we were created to live in this earth.  We are all here for 

a purpose, as a part of the divine plan and the reasonable expectations of God are that we collaborate with 

the ongoing creative activity of God in creation.   

Every tree not bearing good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire 

In his preaching and his teaching, Jesus did not spear his listeners the tough words of expectation he brings 

from the Father – as in Matthew above. There is none of this “we are all free to do whatever it is we want 

to do, and feel is right to do”.  If that was in any way true, there would have been no need for these 

judgment images found across the New Testament… Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; 

every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire” (St Luke).  In the 

Gospel of John the evangelist proclaims the only way forward, the only way of living that will guarantee 

the production of fruit that will last… Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 

withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  This is why a heavenly reward is 

not given as payment for a job well done.  Eternal life with the Father is a consequence of abiding in Jesus.  

It is something into which we are drawn by our lives in Christ. 

if we do not give up 

It probably should not come as too much of a surprise to see how Paul has added this phrase to the end of 

his teaching on what happens to the fruitful when the harvest comes.  Persevering (that is - not giving up) 

was considered to be a vital part of Christian living.  The Church was very much under siege and there 

was always the temptation to take the easy path of a quiet faith, to live a private form of Christianity.  It 

was safer that way.  There were also many who abandoned the Gospel because of the high price that was 

being demanded – imprisonment, exile and even death.  It took a combination of courage and grace to live 

a life of persevering faith but such persevering faith was the only way to produce God’s fruit.  It was all 

too easy to pick and choose the environment in which we are prepared to remain faithful.  It is all too easy 

to walk away from active faith living because of personal likes and dislikes but this is not God’s way. 

THE  NEW  SHOFAR 
Do not dismiss the possibility of hell 

By our fruits we will be judged by God 
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In Paul’s Church there was faith and there was no-faith.  Faith for him was what was handed down by the 

apostles, faith in the person and ministry of Jesus the Christ.  It was not a religious practice that could be 

tweaked and modified to fit the situation, a “faith” that could skip over the tough and troubling parts for 

the sake of the feelings of others or perhaps to better respect the religious sensibilities of the Romans.  

While he could always preach a pastoral care for individuals and particular situations, the starting point 

for him and for the Church as a whole was clear – what God has revealed to the world in the Scriptures 

(for him the Law, the prophets and the writings, for us the whole of the Bible).  If we want to explore what 

producing fruit for the harvest might mean, it is to the Scriptures we must first turn. 

 the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world 

Paul ends today’s reading with a declaration… may I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  The crucifixion of Jesus serves as the interpretive key for understanding the Christian life 

and everything in the daily life of a Christian needs to be brought to the foot of the cross in prayer.  The 

fruit feeding the world through the death of the Saviour on the cross is the fruit the world needs.  It is the 

only way for the world to experience these fruits of the Spirit…love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (5:22-23).  That is surely the kind of world, 

community, Church community in which we would prefer to be living.  These are the fruits of living in 

the Spirit of God, the fruits God produces in us and through us because of our life in the Spirit.  The 

alternative is living according to the mores of the world around us.  The fruits produced there are not so 

attractive and they are apparent on every edition of our evening news… fornication, impurity, 

licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, 

factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these.  This is why Paul sets down his warning 

to clearly.  It is not about us.  Our production of fruit in the Spirit is all about feeding the world with the 

genuine food it requires. As he writes, let us work for the good of all. 

The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few 

Now we can understand why it is Jesus sent his disciples out (and so sends us out into the world).  We too 

share in the very works of God in our world, works inaugurated in the person and ministry of Jesus.  As 

the Father sent the Son, so too in the same way does the Son send all who are baptized.  The world into 

which we are sent to sow the seeds of the Kingdom of God begins with our own family, neighbours, work  

place, school, parish and out from there.  The world is transformed by the grace of God sown by us.  This 

is why discipleship is all about reaching out to others in the name of Jesus. 

The possibilities of a new world are all very real but only achievable in faith and through short steps that 

can be made by each and every believer.  According to statistics, there are more than 2 billion Christians 

in the world.  Imagine what would happen if all two million of us pledged to share the fruits of the Spirit 

with at least one other person each day for the next month!  The census tells us that half of our Australian 

population professes a Christian connection.  Imagine too if each of us made the same pledge. 
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Jesus knew the disciples could not spread the Good News if they remained isolated in their own little holy 

huddle.  They had to go out and they went out with the authority and power of Christ.  That is where the 

readings lead us today.  Working for a renewed and more grace filled world. 
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