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Ordinary Sunday 12  

Luke once again has Jesus at prayer 

Before any major announcement or shift in direction in his Gospel, Luke shows Jesus pausing to pray.  

It is his way of re-enforcing within his own faith community the need for prayer. “Pray and then pray 

again” is what he tells the Church.  If Jesus understands the need to listen to his Father in Heaven, then 

we his disciples most certainly need to follow the same pathway, especially when there is a significant 

challenge ahead: here is a personal Lucan challenge:  ponder how we might answer these 

questions…what is my daily, weekly cycle of prayer look like – when do I pray? how do I pray? Should 

I be doing more?  Will I?  Do I always pray before meals?  Do I always end my day with a short prayer 

of repentance and hope?   

We have already had Herod wondering about Jesus and asking:  who is this man?  Now Jesus broadens 

the question out further to include the wider community and what others say of his person and ministry.  

Based on his life, his ministry and his teachings, who is this Jesus?  Not surprisingly, the answer is given 

in traditional Jewish theological language.  He is whatever they want him to be.  And how true is that 

for an answer in today’s world!  All too often we Christians seek to turn Jesus into the kind of Messiah 

we want; we feel we need; we demand of God.  Believers always find it difficult to allow God to be God 

in the manner in which the divine love and mercy is seeking to make itself manifest.   

Peter’s profound response 

 Peter declares that Jesus is the Christ of God or God’s messiah/anointed one.  The key here is the 

possessive case that is used.  He is declaring how there is an intimate relationship between God and 

Jesus, that it is not possible to have one without the other. This insight is very important in both Luke’s 

Gospel and his Book of the Acts.  If Jesus is God’s messiah, then he is about his Father’s business.  He 

will carry out his ministry and fulfil his mission in accordance with what God wants.  This, even to the 

point of death, death on the cross. 

 This has already been announced when Jesus is proclaimed as having been anointed by God, set aside 

for a divine purpose.   The evangelist regularly stresses this as an ongoing reality in the life and ministry 

of Jesus.  It is not simply that he was anointed in the past.  He continues his work as the one anointed by 

God and so under the power of the God by whom he was anointed in the Spirit.  The life of Jesus was 

God focussed and Spirit led, and once again that is meant to be the model for discipleship, for all aspects 

of the life and work of the Church.   

Then I saw a Lamb that appeared to have been sacrificed 

There is a wonderful line in the Book of Revelation – 5:6. John was in a desperate situation and was 

anticipating the appearance of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah to save God’s people from the horrors in 

which they were mired.  An angel tells him to turn and behold that long anticipated Lion.  When he 
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turned to look, all he saw as a Lamb.  The greatness of that vision is the way the answer to prayer has 

been transformed.  John (Israel) believed they need a Lion, a warrior like David to led them out from 

dreadful occupation by the Romans. Instead, God sent them something better.  A dead Lamb!  If we can 

understand the meaning of that image, we can understand much about God’s saving works in Jesus, 

especially the power of his death on the cross.  The world works through lions, but the Kingdom thrives 

through lambs willing to be slain.   

“Relax”, says Jesus, “God my Father has a plan”! 

This teaching of Jesus represented a significant rejection of all of the current religious and national 

thoughts and hopes of Israel.  None of them would have expected the Messiah of God to suffer: how 

could the Messiah defeat the Romans and bring on a new creation if he was dead?    Luke stress this 

point with the word it is necessary. It is necessary because God’s plan for salvation is being unfolded in 

human history and the Kingdom of God is being established in Jesus.  His fate is not the outworking  of 

the stubbornness of human enemies but because God is fulfilling his saving plan.  Jesus will suffer and 

God’s plan will go on despite that opposition.   God is bringing about a new creation, a whole new era 

in human history, even as his Son is dying on the cross!  That is what was stunning both the disciples 

and the crowd that had gathered.  The death of the Son of Man at the hands of the rulers will not be the 

end because these enemies are not the ones in charge.  The resurrection will happen as a necessity 

because God remains in control.  The outworking of the resurrection is already underway. 

 

But dei – it is necessary 

One of the truly powerful words in the whole of the Gospel is one Luke uses most artfully.  That word 

is a significant Greek declaration we translate it is necessary (Greek is dei).  Its power is that it keeps 

our focus on the most important reality in life:  God is at work in what Jesus is doing and in all that 

happens to Jesus – because he is carrying out the Father’s will.  This translates into our own lives, for as 

long as we live in Jesus and strive to fulfil our callings as disciples, God is at work.   

It is used by Luke to keep our attention on the bigger picture and not be put off or distracted by lesser 

concerns.  Sometimes what is immediate in our lives, what is going on around us, so distracts us and 

absorbs so much of our energy and focus we miss the bigger picture – God is at work.  Luke understood 

how for his own faith community it is essential they focus on Jesus as the one empowered and sent out 

by God.  He wants them to keep asking the question: “Where is God in this thing?  In this event?  In this 

person?”.   He is urging them to overcome the inevitable human distractions:  How are we going to 

overcome this problem?  This threat?  Deal with this change, this person, these different circumstances?  

How can we grow as a faith community and bring others to Christ when we are so small, old and poor?   

If we want to come to know Jesus and what Jesus means in our lives, we need to look at more than the 

miracles, the healings, the opponents and what we want God to be doing for us.  What Jesus is stressing  

is the way his Father is in charge – even as he speaks about his coming death!   Even knowing what is 

going to happen to him, Jesus gets on with his ministry He can deal with the past, the present and the 

future because of that little word it is necessary – God his Father remains in control, not the Sanhedrin. 

Not the Romans. When as faith communities we are dealing with our own uncertainties, doubts and 

weariness, the temptation is there to allow ourselves to be overwhelmed, or distracted; it is easy to 

wonder whether it is all worth the effort or alternatively to wonder if we can ever be victorious given 

what faces us.  The answer here is clear:  God is in control and God will always be in control.  The more 

we come to rely on him through our following of His Son, the more we come to be aware of the reality 

of the resurrection already at work within us, even as we endure our own crosses, minister in the face of 

whatever it is challenging us. 
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