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Trinity Sunday

You shall have no other God but me…

  You will not find a clear theology of “the Trinity” in the Bible.  “The Trinity” is a thoroughly Greek 
idea, one emerging from within the Church as Christians began to ponder the meaning of the 
revelation of God in Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  Our creeds were as much an attempt to teach what 
God was not, as they were telling us about the reality of God.  Our Bible is essentially Hebraic in 
culture and it was from within this Judaic background  that we find opening up for us the necessary 
truths needed for the Greeks to discern trinitarian theology.

By what Name is God to be called?

The Bible has an abundance of names for God.  It would be fair to say that most Jews believe there 
are between seven to nine divine Names, but it is all about how you count them.  A quick browse of 
the internet will open up a myriad of suggestions and when they are all put together, they provide a 
dynamic insight into the ways in which God has revealed himself. 

Yahweh – the God who is, who was and who always be there with us and for us.  It is because of this 
ongoing, dynamic presence we are a people filled with hope and trust.  We are strong in the face of 
all trials and tribulations for we are never alone.  Then there is Adonai, God who is Lord of all things, 
the King of heaven and earth.  Adonai is a declaration of a most important revelation – God is 
reigning in creation.  It is not a title but a description of what God is doing all the time.  The faithful 
can then place themselves under this divine rule and find the heavenly blessings in their lives.

Then there is Yahweh-maccaddeshem, the Lord who sanctifies us.  This is the loving and merciful 
God who forgives us our sins, who transforms our lives so that we are able to imitate the divine life 
in the way we live with ourselves and with others. Yahweh-Rohi is our Shepherd God.  This Name 
comes from the experience of God as a shepherd who tends the sheep of his flock, caring for them, 
leading them to quiet waters and an abundance of rich food.  He protects us and does whatever is 
needed that we are kept from all harm.

Yahweh-shammah is the ever-present God who has made the divine commitment to be alongside of 
us in all that comes our way.  We will never be abandoned.  We will never find ourselves set up for a 
fall, or stretched beyond our capacity to manage.  With God, no temptation will prove to be too much 
for us.  God’s people did not always live faithfully in the presence of God but Yahweh-rapha is there 
bringing healing and the possibility of a new beginning, a new life.  We are never “dead” to God, no 
matter what we do or fail to do.  It is in our repenting and turning back to God we find this divine 
balm.

We also know of Yahweh-tsidkenu, the Lord of our righteousness.  In the Bible, righteousness is 
something God does in us and for us.  We are made righteous by the actions of God, by the divine 

THE  NEW  SHOFAR
Praise be God – Father, Son and Spirit

We have no God but the One God revealed to us

mailto:anathoth.hough@gmail.com
http://www.houghongod.com


Produced by Bishop Michael Hough for the Disciples of Christ – 

anathoth.hough@gmail.com  -  www.houghongod.com 

presence at work within us.  On our own we are doomed to sin, to fail, to wander far from the 
Kingdom of peace, joy and love.   In God’s love our sins are forgiven.  Yahweh-jireh is the God of 
reassurance, the God who provides life and is indeed the source of all life.  This life is not just our 
birth into this world, it is a birth into a fullness of life.  Life in all of its possibilities, richness and 
fullness.  

Yahweh-nissi is the presence of God we take into battle with us, the God flying over the “battle 
fields” of life.  This is God reassuring us that the divine presence is there with us as we fight the good 
fight.  Yahweh our banner is the divine armour, the divine weaponry we are invited to take up and 
use that we may find victory.  This in turn leads us to an experience of Yahweh-shalom.  The best 
way to translate this name is Yahweh is peace.  No matter what is going on around us, or happening 
to us, we are offered the experience of God as our shalom.  It does not guarantee an absence of 
disaster, suffering, pain and death but a guarantee of shalom throughout all of these things.

And who does not want to be without Yahweh-sabbaoth?  We know God here as the Lord of Hosts, 
the God of power, of might, the leader of a massive army of angels who are there for our protection.  
This Name comes from the way they have discovered God’s power enabling them to achieve the 
unachievable, to survive the un-survivable.  When we are empty and feeling unable to continue, there 
is Yahweh-sabbaoth.  A reassuring, encouraging, supporting power and presence.  It is God calling to 
us – come to me.  Take me.  Use me.  I am your God!  We can then forget about vengeance on those 
who seek to harm us for Yahweh-Ghmolah will sort out those who seek to lead his children astray.  
Yahweh here knows what is going on and we can reliably trust in the workings of divine justice.  

Elohim is an all-encompassing Name describing the nature and workings of God.  This is God who is 
the ever-creating God, the God we experience in all things, people and situations.  This is God-
loving-us and ruling over us.  Elohim is God in our need, God in our hope, God the balm for our past 
and the guarantee for the future.  This God is also understood as El-elyon, God the Most-High!  
There is no such thing as a god or a power of any kind that stands above and rules over or directs the 
God of Israel.  El-Elyon rules and rules forever.  Alleluia!

El-gibhor is another experience of God as the Mighty saving power encompassing those who are 
struggling.  While this is the God of power, it is God who takes us into his arms as a father takes his 
children and cuddles them.  This is the warm and comforting God, the safe place into which we can 
snuggle and be nursed in our fragility and vulnerability.  The Jewish people understood all of these 
sacred Names to be caught up in El-olam, the God who is everlasting, eternal; the God who does not 
just have the immediate situation in mind but is battling away within us with an eternal vision in 
mind.  God does not pack up and go away from us once the crisis is past.

El-roi is the God who knows our innermost toils and struggles, God who feels our pains of loneliness 
and isolations, who stands by us when we feel lost and worthless.  God sees our true selves, the self 
uninhibited by history, past actions, the perceptions of others and human judgments.  El-roi sees 
within us his own image and likeness and so loves us.  

Hence the Trinity!  This list of names could go on, but the message is clear.  Israel understood the 
reality of God being an overflowing of divine life, love, justice and mercy into creation.  Jesus was 
sent to us by his Father that we may know Him in all of the divine fullness.  In all of these names 
we can see glimpses of what we are told in the Gospels and Epistles about the way God works.  
They are all searches for the fullness of God, a fullness we celebrate on this Trinity Sunday.  We 
know what was at the heart of these searches by the Hebrew people: who are you God?  We now 
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know.  The Father sent the Son and through the Son the Holy Spirit works in creation that we may 
all rejoice in saving love of God both now and forever.  
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