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Easter 5 

Shalom is yours when you live in me – now and forever 

It should come as no surprise to find Jesus, in his last discourse to his disciples, offers then the gift of 

peace.  This is not a gift aimed just at calming their nerves or breaking down the turmoil and anxiety 

in their hearts and minds – though it will do all of that.  This peace Jesus offers is the End Time peace 

of which the prophets had spoken.  Ezekiel 37:26… I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall 

be an everlasting covenant with them; and I will bless them and multiply them, and will set my 

sanctuary among them for evermore and.  For John, this time has arrived in Jesus.   This eternal shalom 

is a gift for our present living but it is a peace obtainable only in the Spirit, a Spirit accessible only 

through coming to Jesus.   

The Risen Christ is never far from those he loves 

This is the heavenly peace that is now on offer to all humanity through the coming of Jesus – c.f. Luke 

2:14… ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!... 

Given the circumstances facing the apostles – they now know Jesus is going from them – and at the 

same time the tumultuous world in which John’s Church was seeking to proclaim the Gospel, this is a 

powerful and reassuring message.  The God reigning from the heavens is the same God who brings 

peace to the lives of those who come to him in his Son. 

This peace being given to them is Jesus’ own peace. It is a much more active peace than just some kind 

of inner tranquility, or a mere peace of mind.  Peace here is a divine grace that will sustain and 

strengthen the disciples.  It will empower them to be living witnesses despite the trials and the 

tribulations coming their way.  Christ’s peace is the very life of Jesus himself. 

What is biblical peace?  Shalom? 

Shalom is a Hebrew word for peace but it is a peace incorporating a broad range of characteristics:   

harmony, wholeness, completeness, prosperity, welfare and tranquillity.  Importantly for understanding 

today’s Gospel is how the same word is understood by the Jews to be a name of God first revealed in 

the Book of Judges 6:23-24… Yahweh said to Gideon, “Peace be to you; do not fear.  Gideon then 

worshipped God by the name - Yahweh is peace.  The word itself comes from a root that means 

complete or whole.  It is then only when a person reaches a state of completeness will they experience 

shalom.  Thus, we can go back to what Jesus says early in today’s Gospel… Those who love me will 

keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.  

Believers find this completeness in keeping the word Jesus has given to them.  It is in faith-filled 

obedience that is transferred into Gospel action that we know this shalom. 

THE  NEW  SHOFAR 
The Lord’s Peace is always within us  

We are an Easter people.  Our name is hope. 
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Peace is a divine gift.  We cannot create shalom on our own. 

All men and women on earth need the kind of heavenly grace this divine peace can bring, and no one 

more so than the disciple of Christ.  It is an empowering by the Spirit that will fortify us and enable us 

for our mission and our ministries.  Peace is not an absence of war and conflict.  Biblical peace is a gift 

working away within our hearts and minds as we do battle with what John sees as a hostile world.  This 

peace is not an uncertain promise.  It is a guaranteed gift because the Son is returning to the Father and 

promises to return with that heavenly gift.  

Having gone to the Father, he will return to be with them and in him is peace.  In his returning and 

“reunion”, the apostles will find joy.  This is not a surprise because peace and joy are different sides of 

the same coin of faith.  In this Gospel, joy is associated with the Resurrection of Jesus.  The disciples 

will be filled with joy because in the resurrection of the Son of God they will finally understand how 

they are offered a new life, a new way of living.  Whatever of the sins and failures of the past;  despite 

the opposition from unbelievers and the brokenness of believers, there is a chance for a new life.  We 

have been given an Advocate who will dwell within us and we will be helped and comforted the shalom 

that heavenly gift is bringing. 

Death is only the end if we do not have the eyes of faith  

John the Evangelist refers to Satan as the prince of this world.  He is the Evil One who is in no way 

intimidated or concerned.  John has already informed his readers that Satan has no power over what is 

happening.  Evil often makes this arrogant presumption.  The reality is all things rest in God’s hands 

and it is the Father who remains in control.  Control over all things and over all forces – this is a 

fundamental truth, one needing to be absorbed and taken to heart by all disciples of Christ. 

This is quite a statement, one demanding massive amounts of grace if we are to persevere in believing.  

Those disciples were clearly struggling to believe and many were asking: If God is truly in control, 

then explain the suffering and crucifixion of Jesus!  That seemed to be a sign of the victory of darkness 

over light.  This is a feeling we can take to heart in our own lives, in our own world:  If God is truly 

God, why does this or that terrible tragedy happen? However, things changed for the disciples when 

they viewed Good Friday from the perspective of Easter Sunday morning. What looked like defeat on 

Good Friday became little more than a bump in the road on Sunday.   

Jesus is warning his disciples (and so is saying to us the Church and believers today) that faith does 

not secure a trouble-free life.  The Prince of this World would like nothing more than to drag people 

away from eternal life through destroying their faith and their hope.  Having them live in despair is to 

have drawn them away from God.  This is why Jesus here warns his disciples of his approaching 

crucifixion and departure.   

The Lord’s recipe for fear and uncertainty is clear: they need to keep their focus on God and not on 

what the world and life may be throwing at them. It is all too easy for what is immediate and pressing 

to dominate our lives, but Jesus is urging them to see life from a heavenly perspective. We are Easter 

people and it is in what God did for Jesus on Easter Sunday our hope, joy and peace is to be found.  

This peace of Christ is Christ himself alive in us.  It is in Christ we will find their courage and the faith 

we need to find courage required to rejoice in even the darkest of human moments.  It is the Holy Spirit 

already in our hearts who is leading us to discern the steady hand of God in what is going on around 

us and within us.  To rely on worldly “wisdoms” and worldly “securities” is to risk being overwhelmed 

by the turbulence and chaos that will continue to come our way..  
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