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Ascension 

The Father, the Son and Disciples are one in the Spirit 

Here is one of the great challenges made in this Gospel to all who claim to follow Jesus the Christ 

of God.   The evangelist insists that God is made known to the world at large, through the unity of 

the faith community.  Being united means far more than not being at odds with our brothers and 

sisters in faith.  It is fundamental to the very existence of the Church.  If the Church is not one, it is 

not Christian.  This is a tough saying, one applying as much to our individual faith communities as 

it does to the whole of Christendom.  Disunity stifles evangelism. 

Unity reflects the character of God 

In the unity displayed by Christians, the oneness of divine love becomes apparent.   Our unity puts 

on display what God can do for all men and women and this is why unity is not simply an option. It 

is possible for all men and women across the earth can live together in same kind of relationship 

existing between the Father and the Son!  This is the world envisaged by God at the time of creation.  

It is a disunity brought about by sin, by pride, arrogance and unrestrained hubris  that cripples us. 

A key Greek word used by John is just as.  It defines the very nature of the unity for which Jesus is 

praying.  The unity binding Christians together must correspond to the unity existing between the 

Son and the Father. Believers are to be one in the Father, just as the Son is one with the Father.  That 

is the reason for the sending of the Son - to bring us home.  Believers are taken up into the Father 

so that the Father-believer relationship will be the same as the Father-Son relationship.  Notice who 

is doing the work here – we are taken up into the Father through our union in the Son.  The closer 

we imitate the Son, the closer we are to God. 

 

Unity and love – different sides of the same coin 
 

John has built this relationship theme along the same lines as he spoke of the love 

commandment…13:34…  I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 

loved you, you also should love one another.  Our unity grows out of mutual love, for in sharing 

love we are sharing something of the nature of God.  Disciples of Jesus need to love just as the 

Father loves the Son.  It is this love that unites us more fully into the life of God.  John’s first epistle 

says it beautifully, language all Christians should learn off by heart…1 John 4… 

 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone 

who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does 

not know God, for God is love.   

 

Jesus now goes on to build on this… This is done so that the world may believe that you have sent 

me.  The world sees the way we love and seek to partake of that same divine gift. 

THE  NEW  SHOFAR 
God is Love – live in love and live in God 

The world knows God through the love we have for all 
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In loving others, we make God alive to them 
 

The faith community is alive with divine life, with the very being of God.  That is one of the gifts 

of Easter.  It is what Jesus achieved through his death on the cross.  The New Testament celebrates 

this as being made one with each other and one with God. 

 

This unity – the disciples united in the life of God – reaches its highest moment in and through love 

(loving).  When we love others we are acting as God acts, for God is love.  As and when the disciples 

live in love and reach out in love, God is revealed and the world comes to know the Truth about 

God.  This love is counter intuitive to much of the world today.  We prefer to walk past the outcasts 

and the undesirables sleeping in our streets.  We step back in uncertainty and fear from those who 

are different, who have different values, customs, languages and beliefs and so build “walls” rather 

than doors.  It should therefore come as no surprise to hear Jesus tell his disciples that the world will 

sit back in amazement and awe when they see his followers united with these his marginalized 

children.  When we are one with them, we draw them into the love God has for the Son, the same 

love he has for them.  The love poured out by disciples is an overflow of the love God has for them. 

 

The God in believers reaches out to the God at work in other people 

 
What stands out in this verse is the way Jesus’ prayer is speaking about the love the Father has for 

these disciples.  We are used to hearing of the love Jesus has for them, but this is now taken to a 

further level.  God gathers them to himself in love because they believed in his Son.  This theology 

explains the how and why of the sacredness of the Church as a community of faith.  It is our “inner-

God” that makes us a holy people, a community set apart in order to reveal the Truth about God to 

the world.   The more believers bear witness to Christ through uniting ourselves in love with those 

who struggle and are in need, the more our Church will discover the divine love pulsating within 

and the more it will experience joy and peace.  This is what the world sees. 

 

We know from our own human relationships how oneness (unity) comes about when the love we 

receive is reciprocated.  We love because God has first of all loved us.  The love we share with the 

world and with our fellow believers is nothing other than the love we have received.  This is 

important for us to ponder as it keeps God at the centre of the message.  Love is not something to 

be can achieved through human effort and application.  It is what God does to those who love him. 

 

How is an enriching unity achieved?  It is not in uniformity or an acceptance of the lowest common 

denominator.  Our contemporary world is more likely to be dominated by a “me” philosophy, with 

an emphasis on “me and mine first” rather than on “us”.  But Jesus is quite counter cultural here 

when he says this is not the way the Father planned.  It is not the kind of human existence God had 

in mind in creating men and women.  This is why Jesus demands the Church live on the model of 

Father-Son and reach out to others in love. 

The unity demanded by Jesus and insisted upon by God goes far deeper.  It is Christian unity that 

most eloquently says to the world how there is a place for every human person in the divine presence.  

Every human person on earth has a place set out for them within the love of God, now and for 

eternity.  This is where the reading invites us to carry out a personal and communal audit of our 

Christian existence.  Where are the “sinners”? “Outcasts”? “Marginalized”? “Refugees”? 

“Disabled”? “Foreigners”?  “Those who are very different to us on all human levels”?  This is the 

unity of which John is speaking here and it is a unity founded on love.  Not love as the world knows 

it, but the very love of God poured out into us through our union with Christ. 
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