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Palm Sunday 

What is the point of Palm Sunday? 

Theologians and spiritual writers have been reflecting on Palm Sunday in the light of what is 

happening in our contemporary world and see in the feast an opportunity of proclaiming a very 

different message to the one so many of our leaders, prominent groups and popular figures in the 

press seem to be stressing.  God changes and transforms the world though my life of repentance and 

grace.  More accurately, through my willingness to allow Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit, to 

transform my life.  If I am going to remain unchanged, unreformed and unrepentant, then it is arrogant 

for me to presume that others around me and the world in general should make some changes. 

I have not rebelled, not turned back - my face I did not shield from bashing and spitting 

The reading from Isaiah today sets the theme.  This Servant of God does not take “justice” into his 

own hands, relying instead on God to be his guarantee of a life beyond the present.  Yes, he could 

strike back and give an eye for an eye but he refrains.  He refuses to do evil because evil was done to 

him.  What he does is give witness to a different way of living, an alternative way of relating to others 

and to dealing with conflicts.  He is prepared to die rather than harm the other.  Radical?  

Is this not what Jesus did when the Romans came to arrest him?  The disciples were willing to take 

up their swords and even die for their Master. What did Jesus say:   Put your sword back into its 

sheath, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.  That surely must have given those soldiers 

pause for thought and challenged the way the disciples understood the real way to bring about a 

transformation of the world.   If they wanted to undo the scattering and so the enmity between peoples 

that began with the Tower of Babel, they had to change the way they responded to others – particularly 

with those who were doing them wrong.   In fact, is this not the story of the whole of the Passion?  

For Jesus it is never about himself.  It is always about what his Father is doing for all peoples in and 

through his life and his death in this world.  Peace, love, non-resistance are always going to have a 

better chance of bringing about a return to Eden than acts of violence, judgment, payback and hate. 

Sometimes, however, evil needs to be tackled – how do we known the “when”? 

The Christian life is never that simple or simplistic!   When, for example, a wife is being beaten by a 

violent husband, she needs to act, as does anyone in any abusive situation or relationship.  Online 

bullying, a very modern and common evil in the world today, should never be tolerated.  It must be 

called out.  So should any kind of terrorism or supremacist actions. 

But this is where Jesus was radically different from the many “messiahs” of the time, men who 

sought to be prophets leading an uprising against the evil Romans and this creates problems for us. 

THE  NEW  SHOFAR 
A grain of wheat must die for a plant to grow 

Just how willing are we to live Easter? 
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As Christians, a critical challenge in the moral life is to determine when non-resistance and the way 

of the cross are the appropriate ways of responding, when the Gospel demands of Love and Peace 

requires something more than and eye for an eye kind of response. Non-resistance is always more 

demanding but at the same time, more productive of a transformation of the situation in grace.  The 

cost may well be “death” of some kind for us but that remains the message of today’s feast. 

Families, neighbours, work colleagues, strangers we encounter and the like are the situations in 

which we have an opportunity of grace to be true imitators of Christ and so collaborate in the work 

of a world transformation begun when God called Abraham.  When others reach out to us in anger 

that is manifested in words said, voices raised, threats made and when we feel our ‘integrity” has 

been challenged and is under threat in some way, the Palm Sunday/Easter response demands more  

than giving like for like.  As with the Servant of Isaiah and Jesus of the Gospel, the God-expected 

response will always be to forgive, seek healing, shower with love or to simply walk away and 

refuse to perpetuate even more evil.  We will suffer if we respond in that way but there is hope that 

the others involved may well be touched by the grace of the Spirit that is empowering us to give 

love for hatred. This is the meaning of take up your cross and follow me. 

 

Jesus’ mum is a good witness to this form of discipleship 

The humble, physically powerless mother of Jesus speaks eloquently of this very model of 

discipleship as she sits beneath the cross on which her son was dying, slowly, painfully.  She knew 

darkness and evil had won.  Jesus’ love and tireless work for justice, his unstinting obedience to his 

Father’s will and generosity of spirit had not helped him evade crucifixion.  Mary radiates something 

powerful through the way she grieves.  She does not scream out against the injustice of it all; does 

not strike out at the Jews or the Romans.  In the words of Ronald Rolheiser, Mary seems to have 

decided… today, I can’t stop the crucifixion; nobody can. Sometimes darkness will have its hour. 

But I can stop some of the hatred, bitterness, jealousy, and heartlessness that caused it—by refusing 

to give it back ii kind, by transforming negativity rather than retransmitting it, by swallowing hard 

in silence and eating the bitterness rather than giving it back in kind. 

This kind of response is what stands out in such stark contrast to what is going on all around her.  

She does not seek to find comfort in moral outrage, in striking out or threatening an equally violent 

response to those responsible for this horrendous injustice.  In other words, she chose to reject the 

kind of anger, bitterness, hatred, jealousy and self-righteousness that seems to have taken over the 

mood of the mob rejoicing the spilt blood.  She is the very antithesis of the cross, radiating 

gentleness, understanding, peace, light and courage.  That is our model.   

It is vital that we ponder the mystery of Easter week 

The mystery of Easter is the way God brings life from death and light from darkness.  Golgotha was 

not the end.  It was the beginning, the paradigm for all transformations in life and creation.  It gives 

witness to the need for a grain of wheat to fall to the ground and die in order for new life to begin.  

But let us not move too quickly on from the cost of this new life.  Peace and a New Eden comes at a 

cost and that cost must be a personal one paid by each of us.  The cost proclaimed in today’s Gospel 

is that of a man dying on the cross.  It is as simple and stark as that. If our faith is not putting us 

through some of the horrors Jesus endured, we might well wonder if our faith lives have become all 

to watered down and compromised.  Lent, and especially Holy Week, should see us on the spiritual 

rack as we strive to imitate Jesus and entrust ourselves to the Mystery of the Easter miracle. 
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