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           Sunday Lent  3 

God is always a verb – always God-in-action 

The call of Moses is better understood as:  God calls and commissions Moses for a saving mission.  It is 

what God does.  As has been the thrust since the conception and birth of Moses, God has been active in 

the history of his people.  The promise made to Abram has not been forgotten by God or by the people.  

What a challenge that has become!  The children of Abraham are now living as slaves in a land that was 

not their own!  If God is active; if God remembers his people, he has a funny way of showing it. 

The Moses narrative is presented as a way of highlighting a reality of great importance for the life of the 

people and their understanding of salvation-history:  no actions in human history and no nation, no matter 

how powerful, is able to derail what God has begun.  But can the people believe? 

God is at work but the divine working is not always apparent 

The working out of the divine plan does not always mean the people of God are going to be living in 

peace and security.  How then are they to proceed?  One part of the answer to the concerns of the Chosen 

people was the revelation of His Holy Name.  God lets men and women into the divine heart, a gift and 

a privilege beyond comprehension.  The name of a god not only establishes the reality of that god but 

also opens up access to the power exercised by the particular deities.  God is not just guaranteeing his 

presence alongside of them.  They are guaranteed an intimate relationship, a shared life in God. 

Translating the Hebrew Name of God into English is difficult and far better scholars of the language 

than I am have come up with a range of suggested translations. The best way is to follow the path taken 

by many Bibles and simply use the four letters YHWH (pronounced Yah-weh) What is important is to 

understand that God has revealed His personal name and not just a title.  In the Ancient East, to know 

a name is to understand something of the heart of the person (god) bearing that name, their inner identity.  

It suggests an intimacy, a relationship that is unique and a way of mutual communication. 

In its context, the revealing of the Name was a way of separating the God of the Hebrews off from 

every other wanna-be god of the polytheistic nations around them.  There is only one God and that 

God is YHWH!  Only YHWH can bring about an enduring freedom, the opportunity for a new 

beginning and a restoration of the whole of creation.  This might well be a point of great importance 

today when the wider world offers all kinds of “gods”. 

Because of the verbal nature of the Name – the verb “to be”, whatever the name indicates it does mean 

this is a mobile, action focussed God.  It is not a God to be locked away in the heavens dancing his 

creatures around on the end of puppet strings.  The name links the past (God of the ancestors) with the 

present (the burning bush) and the future (YHWH is going to be alongside of his people).  This is why 

Moses and the people can be confident and filled with hope.  The God who created the universe and 

called Abram is the one making promises to them now.  What is there to worry about??? 

 

THE  NEW  SHOFAR 
No fruit? No place in God’s Garden! 

Are we ready now to face divine judgment? 
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All must one day die.  “Are we prepared”, asks Jesus? 

The background: Pilate had murdered some Galileans as they prepared their animals for sacrificing.  

It would seem this had taken place within the precincts of the Temple in Jerusalem.  This was seen as 

being a sacrilege  and was therefor a topic of passionate and heated discussion.  It was most likely these 

people were pilgrims who had come to Jerusalem for the feast and were singled out because they were 

from the troublesome province of Galilee. 

The theological point:  There was a common enough belief that all calamities in life were the result of 

sin something being challenged here by Jesus.  These Galileans were no more sinful and no less sinful 

than any other people in Israel.  They were victims of something beyond their control. The spiritual 

question is not so much about the cause of the tragedy or its sad consequences, but was asking if they 

were ready to face their maker.  They had little opportunity to repent before they were killed.  It came 

upon them suddenly and with little notice.   The warning: Jesus’ audience however, are in a different 

situation.  They have chance to repent, to transform their lives before they die and go on to face the 

judgment of God.  Act now, is what he is saying.  Repent while there is still an opportunity of grace. 

The second situation was the collapse of the tower at the pool of Siloam.  That could not have been 

foreseen and was not the fault of any particular person.  It just collapsed.  These things happen.  

Unfortunately, there happened to be eighteen people underneath it who were killed instantly.  They 

were not greater sinners than everyone else in Jerusalem that day.  They were in the wrong place at the 

wrong time.  The tragic deaths, however, are not the major issue, sad as they were. 

The theological point:  These people had no chance to repent before dying but Jesus’ audience does.  

They have time. Are they going to make the best of this opportunity that is open to them? 

The parable – what does Jesus mean “are you ready?”   The tree (a symbol of Israel) was planted in 

the vineyard (a symbol of God’s Kingdom) but it was doing nothing.  It was planted to produce fruit 

but in reality was producing nothing but false promises.  This fruit demanded by God (the gardener), 

was set down in the Law, through the prophets and the other leaders of Israel raised up by God to guide 

and teach the Chosen People.  In the Scriptures, God has revealed the nature of the fruit he demands. 

An image we do not often ponder:  As a result of its fruitlessness the vinedresser becomes depressed, 

disappointed, angry and wanting to act. The ones he loves dearly continue to reject what he is doing. 

However, the gardener had never given up hope and had kept coming back for three years.  God had 

continued to send prophets and holy men and women urging them to be the people they were called to 

be, the people to whom God had given a sacred mission – bringing others to a knowledge and love of 

the God who had created the whole of the universe, who wanted all people to live as one under Him. 

But the stubborn tree still fails to produce fruit.  Thus the judgment:  why should it continue to take 

up the ground that could be occupied and used by a new tree willing to collaborate with God and  

produce the fruit rightly expected of it.  What is a fair judgment?  Cut it down! As is the nature of 

God He is persuaded to give it one more chance, one more year in which to improve its performance.  

If it does not make good use of this opportunity of grace, it will be cut down. 

Hence our Lenten Pilgrimage:  Can we point to the actual fruit we are producing for God?  Is it the 

fruit God wants or is it the “fruit” we (individuals/parishes) feel we are prepared to produce?  Might 

God be working with other trees in the world and by-passing the Church as the tree Christ planted? 

What might we need to be considering introducing/removing from our daily living (pastoral 

programmes) in order to more faithfully produce God’s fruit? It is a mistake to claim this kind of fruit 

production cannot be measured, assessed. When the Spirit is at work there will always be signs as it is 

YHWH the God who is now, as before and who always will be, who is at work.  Fruit is inevitable for 

anyone collaborating in the divine saving work in human history.  Let’s make full use of our Lent! 
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