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Second Sunday of Lent   

I will be your benefactor who will reward you.

The Hebrew of this verse is a little difficult, but the message is clear: There could not be a better way 
to begin the work of salvation than trusting the future to God.  Whatever happens from this point on 
will all be about something God is doing.  The focus is not going to be on Abram, but on God.  And 
then note what God commands Abram to do:  Look up!  Looking up means Abram is no longer 
looking at the very narrow horizon of what is happening at a human, earthly level.  It is only with this 
looking up he is able to move beyond what is holding him back: limited human mind.  All Abram can 
do here and with what is to follow is to assess reality with his human eyes and limited expectations.  
With God there is no limiting of what can be achieved.  The possibilities of God are as expansive as 
are the heavens.

This is then followed by a significant observation, one that was needed for the plan of God to be felt 
and experienced in Abram’s own life… Abram believed Yahweh, and God considered this to be 
making him righteous (justified).  God’s endless possibilities only become real for us when we believe.  
But biblical belief in the form of the verb used here moves far beyond all creeds.  The Hebrew verb 
used is in a form that means he believed, and he kept on believing, a repeated and continuous action. 
The test of faith is to believe when things do not proceed the way we would like.

Do not get carried away with your own sense of greatness!

These ancient traditions about Abram were likely brought together after the monarchy had been 
established and the nation was beginning to establish itself as a political player of the time.  It 
was a period   of great wealth, military success and power for the new nation.  But with all of that 
glamour came even greater temptations to live in imitation of the nations around them.  They 
began to believe they were the cause of their present situation of prosperity and might and 
through these ancient stories, the writers of Genesis are reminding Israel of their need to keep 
God at the centre of all they are doing, as the guiding light and power of who they are.  

Our text sets out the proper way of dealing with the temptations of living in a hostile world.  
They were urged to follow the example of Abraham and to look into the heavens, to explore the 
part God was truly playing in their lives.  On a rational, human level the challenges facing them 
were as great as those facing Abram – how could he be the father of so many children?  He did 
not have the answer, but he believed, he did faith and kept his eyes on God’s limitless horizons 
instead of being paralysed by his own limited human mind.

In the end, what this part of Genesis is calling for is for a return to a life of covenant faithfulness 
(shub) instead of mixing our faith and practices with those of the people and gods of the land.

THE  NEW  SHOFAR
Look up into the heavens

Genesis 15:5-18; Philippians 3; Luke 9:28-36
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Christians need to struggle daily to be imitators of Christ

It is difficult to skip over this reading from Philippians chapter 3 because of the power its message has 
for all who strive to follow Christ.  It acknowledges our weaknesses, our tendency to believe we have 
the full “truth” and therefore need struggle no more.  In fact, for Paul, the day we stop struggling; 
when we think we have reached the point where God is calling us to be; believe we are sons and 
daughters of God in the manner in which we are called to be manifesting our membership of the family 
of God and so have no further need to grow;  that is the day we begin to move away from God.

This chapter is all about the need to have a Christ-centred; Christ-dominated; Christ-empowered life.  
By that, Paul means all we do, all we think and all we say during each and every waking moment must 
be actions, thoughts and words that convey to others the love God has for all men and women in and 
through his only Son, Jesus the Saviour.  For me, one of the most wonderful offerings of Paul comes 
just before today’s reading when he declares…Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard 
as loss because of Christ.  8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing 
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ.  Anyone examining the lived reality of their lives and 
is still able to pray this confession of Paul, is a very rare saint indeed.

Stand firm in Christ!  Stand firm!

I just love those words of command.  They are filled with unlimited promise, the guarantee that we 
stand firm not in our own strengths but in the strength and power of the God in whose Holy Name we 
live and act.  This is why Paul could minister without fear.  He had Christ in him and he lived in 
Christ.  In making this declaration he chooses a wonderful image to shape a Christian perspective of 
life…But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  We live on the earth but are not of the earth.  We are much more than we can ever create 
for ourselves here in this life, for we are people who have been born from above (John 3).  This is 
Paul looking up.  He is understanding how he can lose his life to his enemies and yet be fully live.  

With our citizenship from heaven, we can rely on God to care for us and whatever of the harm 
that may be done to us by the enemies of the Gospel, will be healed and restored by God …He 
will transform the body of our humiliation so that it may be conformed to the body of his glory.

Christ on the mountain top was the same Christ as was down below

A question in need of an answer is why could the disciples did see the glory of God alive in Jesus 
while they were walking around with him in Galilee?  It is the same Jesus who walked on water, 
calmed the storm, raised the sick and cast out demons and yet they could not see Christ’s glory?  
Is this not a danger for all believers?  To picture and hold onto a Jesus who makes sense to us but 
who is not the Christ-of-God?  This is why Jesus took them to the top of the Mountain for the 
transfiguration.  It was so that he could bring them down again into Galilee with eyes 
transformed.

This is the Lenten message:  It is only from the top of a mountain that the perspective is best.  
The higher the mountain the better a person is able to gain an appreciation of the lie of the land.  
They can see things that were not possible when they remain struggling ‘down below”.   As the 
top of the mountain was meant to be an indication of being in the presence of God, Luke 
highlighting what happens when people ‘lookup” to the heavens or at least seek to see things 
from a divine vantage spot, from a Kingdom perspective. Close to God, all things are 
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transformed.  The limitless horizons of the grace of God are opened up for us and hope reigns 
supreme.
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