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THE  NEW  SHOFAR 
God is love and whoever lives in God lives in love 

Luke 6:27-38 

Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you  

One of the important features of Luke’s Sermon is the way it is addressed to a universal audience.  These 

teachings are not meant for the Twelve Apostles alone.  They represent the personal and daily characteris-

tics of anyone who has accepted the call to discipleship coming with baptism.  That is why this opening 

verse  sets down the basic, fundamental life orientation being demanded here by Jesus.  There are four 

significant  commands  in  this  verse  and the  next one: love, do good, bless and pray.  This is what a 

disciple is called to be doing:  Love; do good; bless and pray. 

Love your enemies:  The love of which Jesus is talking is not the same as the love in: love your wife.  

Matthew helps us understand the depth and nature of love...Blessed are you when people hate you, and 

outlaw you, denounce you and reject your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man.  This is love for 

those who hate us and even go out of their way to cause us harm, embarrassment, or harm our standing or 

reputation or just any pain that impacts on our peace, happiness and self-love.  It is a turn the other cheek 

kind of love.  Given the accepted understanding of the time was one should do harm to one’s enemies and 

be of service to one’s friends (Lysias) this does appear to be an impossible ask. 

What is being asked for is love characterized as agape.   This is a love that shows itself to be gracious, 

outgoing, showing an active interest and concern for the welfare of the “other”, the enemy.   

Love—that is, be like God 

Matthew steers us in the right direction when he reminds us of 

the way God acts...he makes the sun to rise on the good and 

bad alike.  What do these “bad” ones have to offer God?  

Nothing but hurt and rejection and yet their lives are blessed 

by a God who continues to love them.  The only way to give 

honour to God and  to  bring the Kingdom of God alive in our 

tiny parts of creation  is to “do love” to all those we meet  -  

there are no exceptions to this! 

Scholars have argued libraries of books over just what might 

be contained in this love commandment.  In the end, it all 

comes back to a simple and basic expectation:  live and act and 

speak as Jesus lived, and spoke and acted.  This makes it fairly 

easy to assess whether or not we are obedient to God or are 

sinners — remember, Jesus said loving is the completing of 

the commandments of the Law.   

Ordinary Sunday 7 

Agape Love 

Agape is found 341 times in the New 

Testament and is present in every one 

of its books.  At its core it means a 

transforming action flowing out of God 

and into the human person and then 

returning back to God in a life lived.    

This is why St John writes how “God 

is love”.  What is being asked for by 

Jesus is a willingness to allow God to 

flow from within me to the God within 

the other person.  I am to become like 

a conduit facilitating the movement of 

agape.  It is a world transforming and 

of course it is difficult! 

Try this for Lent.  Pause before sleep and ponder: With others today was I like Christ, was I patient; 

was I kind; was I not envious or boastful or arrogant  or rude. Did I refuse to insist on my own way; was I 

not irritable or resentful; did I not rejoice in the wrongdoing of others, did I rejoice in the truth. Did I bear 

all things, believe all things, hope all things, and endure all things. Then ask for forgiveness. 
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Do good to those who hate you.  This  commandment is not simple either!  The expectation here is 
not that we avoid hostilities but that we intentionally make a positive choice to do good.  Avoiding those 
who  annoy us, or  hate  us or seek to do some kind of harm to us is not enough, is not an option for the 
disciple.  Love  here  is  taking the initiative and ignoring our opponents  is not an option.  Love is now 
defined as actively and constantly doing good.  …….what might this look like on a daily basis? 
 
Gospel love is not  an inner feeling or emotion, though these are clearly a part of the love of which Jesus is 
speaking.  It was more the love of which the prophets spoke:…If your enemy is hungry, give him food to 
eat; if he is thirsty, give him water to drink (Proverbs 25:21).  This love is generous, unselfish and does 
not seek a reward because loving others is the reward. That is how we know it is true agape.  It is the love 
God has showered on us in so many ways, even in those times it was the last thing we deserved. 
 

bless those who curse you.  Here is the third strong commandment on the love expected to be shown 
to the enemies of the disciple.  Paul has already said a similar thing Bless those who persecute you, bless 
and do not curse. It was generally accepted by the Jews of the time that a curse was to be repaid with a 
curse.  These “curses” were kind of magical actions that had within themselves  the power to bring about 
whatever was pronounced  -  may your cattle die of the plague and your children die horrible deaths!  
They were all taken very seriously and actions would then be taken against the one making the curse by 
using counter curses and blood feuds.  Jesus commands his followers to break the cycle of pain and suffer-
ing of these generational curses through reaching out with blessings...may you and your family know peace 
in this life  and forever beyond  the grave. Jesus  is mandating  that we take  the initiative  in feuds and 
conflicts and offer agape love to those who are seeking our demise and harm. 
 

Pray for those who mistreat you.  In the time of Luke there was no shortage of people wanting to 
mistreat Christians.  “Mistreat” sounds so innocuous but the reality is that it included some of the more 
horrendous and evil forms of tormenting and torturing of believers  -  including martyrdom.   Here too we 

see the depth of the true meaning of agape love.  As the disciple is 
being beaten to death he or she is praying for the person beating 
them!  They are more concerned about the soul of the one doing 
evil to them than they are about themselves.  REMEMBER this 
is not some theoretical concept.  It was what was happening on a 
regular basis to Christians.   
 
 

Just keep on loving and then love some more! 
 

This agape is not some kind of notional love, a distant love that 
involves  no real  personal  commitment.  It is  a  love  that  is  
gracious, outgoing, a love flowing out of an active interest and 
concern in the welfare of the other.  It is not turning one’s back on 
one’s enemies and walking away.  It is loving them (an intentional 
choice of action) and it involves an ongoing love.  Ignoring the 
insult and the hurt is not an option.  Ignoring them and forgetting 
about the pain is not acceptable either.  It is not stoic suffering.  
This love is a positive engagement with the “enemy”.   Jesus goes 
on to give further examples of how deep this love is to go.  When 
insults come – like the slap on the cheek or the insult thrown – the 
disciple is to continue to love and not seek revenge or hold onto 
the memory of the perceived insult. 

 
The disciple cannot become comfortable and accepting of a love he or she knows will be returned by the 
person they are reaching out to in love.  It is rather an unconditional, positive love that is limited only by 
our  ability to  conceive a limit.  It stands out from the love that sinners and Gentiles accept because the 
disciple gains nothing out of such a love other than the act of loving itself.  This is the love Jesus demands, 
a love that opens up life in the Kingdom.  The only thing a disciple gains from such love is that it is seen 
by God and known about by God and obeying God is what brings richness of life.  

 

Love for Luke is always in the form of an ongoing action—love and keep on loving! 

Six Lenten Challenges 

Tell God that you love him and value  

his creation  

Do random-Acts-of-Kindness, good 

things for needy people. 

Encourage others and give them a 

sense of the love God has for them 

 

Love yourself (in order that you can 

love your neighbour) 

Love your neighbour a love that is 

visible in our actions (word or deed).  

Remember how Jesus tells us every-

one we encounter is our neighbour! 

Practice forgiveness, patience and 

compassion with others  

https://m.wikihow.com/Love-Yourself
https://m.wikihow.com/Love-Yourself
https://m.wikihow.com/Forgive

