
 

Produced by Bishop Michael Hough for the Disciples of Christ –  houghongod.com 

THE  NEW  SHOFAR 
Heaven opened and a voice cried out 

Isaiah 42:1-7   -   Luke 3:15-16,21-22 

                         I have sent you out as  a light to the nations 

 

This quotation from Isaiah is the first of his four Servant Songs.  It is an important collection of poetry 

as they focus on the role of a servant called by God for a specific ministry.  The key to understanding 

them is found in the phrase—This is my servant.  Here we have God pointing to a person and designat-

ing him as His own chosen servant, someone set aside for divine purposes.  Not only does God call this 

servant but He also equips him with the gifts and talents that will be needed to accomplish his mission.   

It is interesting to note the four negatives included here:  he will not cry or shout loudly...does not make 

his voice heard in the streets...he does not break the broken reed...he does not quench the dimly burning 

wick… Unlike the way in which some in Israel have been interpreting and applying the Law of Moses, 

this Servant of God will not break those who are already bent and crushed by life, by sin and by the daily 

circumstances of life.  Nor will he carry out his religious ministry in such a way that those with just a 

glimmer of the light of faith will have that light extinguished under the weight of religious demands and 

judgment.  He builds us and does not break down.  Importantly too is the way these are brought into his 

own ministry as Servant.  It is the first hint Isaiah gives as to the inevitable hardship that will be a part of 

his ministry.  His light will never flicker so dimly  that it cannot light the room and he will never be so 

bruised by the godless and the demands of his service that he is broken.  He remains God’s Servant and 

God will sustain him and bring his ministry to a fruitful conclusion. 

As the people were filled with expectation  

Luke makes an  important observation about the crowd of men 

and women who had come down to hear John preach.  They 

all had their own ideas as to who the Messiah might be and 

they were coming down to the Jordan to have their own hopes 

validated or once again broken.  The general expectation was a 

messiah who would be a king like David, a prophet, a priest or 

some kind of great and powerful political ruler who would re-

store Israel to being once again a great nation among the other 

nations of the earth.  God’s power and dominion over creation 

would be evident in his every word and deed.  In practical 

ways  this  would include bringing to an end the rule of the 

hated Romans and the establishment of a Jewish king on the 

throne in Jerusalem.  

Epiphany 1 

My  servant  whom I uphold … In the He-

brew text, what this means is that the one 

who upholds the servant (ie. God) gives of 

his own strength to the servant.  He is “My 

servant”.  Out of all of the possible people 

God could have chosen, the divine choice 

was this particular man.  It is not because 

he already held the talents and strengthens 

needed to fulfil his mission but that he was 

willing to rely on the strength of God with 

which he is wrapped when he was called.  He 

is the “tool” used by God to complete the 

divine saving work in human history.  

What does this say to us as we face the 

great call to grow our parish community 

and shine as God’s  light in our world?   We 

are called to be God’s “hands” in the world, 

the key way in which He brings about a new 

creation. 

God’s Servant will baptize in “Spirit” and in “fire” .  The “spirit” 

here is the Spirit of Pentecost, the inauguration of a new era in 

God-man-woman relationships.  The “fire” is a reminder of the 

coming role of Jesus as Judge of all.  It follows on from John’s call 

for the people to start their faith lives again—in faithfulness. 
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The heavens opened and God… 

There  is a significant statement made by John in The Book of Revelation 4:1...I looked, and there in 

heaven a door stood open!  It is an important moment in the Book as it reveals how God has allowed an 

entrée into heaven.  Everything God is doing and planning to do will be opened up for the seer to access.  

Nothing of God is hidden away.  John is given a way into heaven, direct access to God.  This same door 

had been closed by sin but opened again by the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus who was 

God’s Servant-Messiah.  Heaven was something that could be closed or opened and as in the time of Jesus 

it was often used as a way of speaking of God Himself the symbolism here is clear.  John is given direct 

access to God who is seated on His throne and is ruling.  John was writing for a Church facing one crisis 

after another, communities of disciples undergoing 

martyrdom, persecution, exile and imprisonment at the 

hands of their enemies.  But with heaven open and God 

on his throne and reigning success was guaranteed. 

Time to recall John’s message 

Who can see God reigning in our own world today?  If 

God truly is reigning then why are we shrinking and 

having little or no influence in the world today?  Per-

haps, says Luke in today’s Gospel we remain too 

caught  up in tying God to our own person spiritual de-

mands and  expectations.  We  want  God  to do His 

saving bit the way we would do it, the way we expect 

Him to be doing things.  That is the best way to miss 

the invitation to be collaborators with what Jesus the 

Risen Christ is already doing in the world around us.  

When we forget we are called to collaborate with God 

and not do things our own ways, spiritual works will 

always fail.  We work with God, for God as servants of 

God.  God does not work for us. 

If we are to have any chance of hearing God speaking 

to us, of responding to our heavenly vocation, we need 

to turn our lives around (repent).  Wishing and wanting to be good and faithful disciples of Christ is never 

going to be enough.  We have to put in the hard yards of prayer, of placing ourselves under the will of God 

as presented to us in the Scriptures, of working with fellow believers in growing in our knowledge and 

love of God and in working in the world among the poor and the outcast.  We must fill our lives with the 

grace of the Sacraments, breaking bread with other believers so that Jesus unites us to Himself. 

the Holy Spirit descended upon him like a dove  

In the Hebrew Scriptures, the coming of the Holy Spirit was always a sign of divine action.  This same 

Spirit was there at the beginning of creation when God banished darkness and brought light to the earth.  

The Spirit was poured out on holy men and women, on kings and prophets, anointing them for the works 

of God among the people.  It has here in the baptism scene we have a sense of a whole new creation begin-

ning as Jesus comes up out of the water.  The rabbis taught that the Spirit had retreated from the earth with 

the passing of the last of the prophets.  While God could still speak it was not the same as it had been be-

fore.  This is now being rejected.  God  has spoken and God continues to speak through his Son.  What 

begins now, in a very real and concrete way, is a new relationship with God (heaven is now open).   

When John looked in through the door into heaven 

he saw  “a throne” and there was  someone sitting 

on that throne.  Throughout Revelation this is a 

key theological point.  The throne in heaven is not 

empty.  God is always ruling, always working 

away in human history through the men and 

women He calls.  This is clarified by our four Gos-

pels who make it clear that the way God works in  

history is through the Son He sent as Messiah 

and Saviour of the world.  That is why the early 

Church had such confidence and hope when cir-

cumstances really did not allow for hope.  They 

understood a reality vital for spreading the Gospel.  

God chooses his servants, equips them for minis-

try, sends them out as collaborators with his Son 

and through His own Holy Spirit  God makes 

mission and ministry successful and  fruitful.  

Servants “plant” the seeds—and that is hard and 

constant work—but God does the actual growing. 

Through baptism, we are called to be God’s voice in the world in which we live.  What is the world “hearing “ 

about God from what they experience of us?  What do we need to change to be better voices for God’s love? 


