
Produced by Bishop Michael Hough for the Disciples of Christ –  

 
 

Advent 1 

Behold the days are coming when I … 

As Jeremiah was writing this particular prophesy things were not good for Israel. The armies of 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon are advancing on Jerusalem. The streets of the City of God would 

soon be filled with the corpses of her people (33:4-5), and the prophet himself is imprisoned, beaten, 

threatened and abused by King Zedekiah (33:1). 

The worst has not yet happened, but it is on its way and it is clear the city is doomed.  Jeremiah has 

been making prophecies of judgment--prophecies that have landed him in prison—but these are all 

now coming true. Here is the great bit:  in the midst of catastrophe, the prophet speaks words of 

promise! Of hope! In the previous chapter he purchased a piece of land (Anathoth), a foolish thing 

to do in a country soon to be conquered by invading armies. But prophets see things differently.  He 

has purchased the land as a pledge to the certainty that God will save his people, that Israel will 

return. In the midst of impending doom, a sign of hope is enacted. That is Jeremiah’s message. 

All might seem lost, but God remains faithful. The house of David might be cut down, but God is 

able to bring life out of death. A branch will sprout. 

Even in the midst of darkness God is reaching out with hope 

The same proclamation by the prophet is directed to us for we are the inheritors of the saving 

works of God that began in Israel.  This time it is we who are disciples who are called to speak a 

word of hope and promise in a world often filled with fear and uncertainty, loneliness, a world 

without a clear pathway out of the mess men and women have created in the “absence” of God. 

Especially in this season of Advent we must be voices of hope but we must also be signs of hope, 

vehicles of hope to the world.  In the midst of darkness, the new light of the Christ-child is about 

to break in. In the midst of despair, hope bursts forth. After long waiting a branch is sprouting - 

now. The complete fulfillment of God's promises has not yet happened, but it is coming. It is 

coming, and we are in the time of preparation. Such is Advent faith, and Advent hope. 

What did Jeremiah say to the people of God? 

Simply put he told them to get off their arrogant high horses and humble themselves before their 

Creator and Saving Lord.  Accept they need God – and looking around at the mess they had made 

of the world, that should have been obvious.  Don’t just say I believe in God.  Live in such a way 

that the divine is a reality in every aspect of life.  That is the call of Jeremiah. 

He also told them they need to repent.  He did not just urge them to acknowledge their sins and 

failings before God and then go back with their lives unchanged.  They had to do more than 

confess.  They had to live differently.  Their priorities had to change and with death at their 

doorstep you would think that would be an easy message to sell.  But they continued unchanged, 

trying to think, talk, bribe, reason, argue and finally fight their way out of the mess.  These all 

ended up as being the missed opportunities that filled their mind on the long road to exile. 

THE  NEW  SHOFAR 
Be vigilant and pray at all times 

Jeremiah 33:14-16  -  Luke 21:25-   
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The End is nigh!  Repent! 

In the previous verse (24) Jesus had prophesied the end of Jerusalem, of how it would be made 

desolate and be trampled by pagans.  Now he introduces a far wider “end” – what is coming to the 

world.  In the midst of all of the chaos and destruction still to come there were more horrors on 

their way (and remember he is writing after the fall of Jerusalem to the Romans and the bitter wars 

that proceeded it and followed it).  The horrors have in fact only just begun for the people of God. 

Whatever this end is, Luke makes sure his people understand it to be separated from the end of 

Jerusalem.   That has already happened but some time in the future, the Son of Man will return.  

When the Son of Man first appeared in Jerusalem and began his teaching and ministry among 

them, the city and the nation were shaken.  When the same Son of Man returns, the whole of 

creation will be shaken from its footings. 

That should neither worry nor concern the disciples of Christ.  Through it all they are to hold your 

heads up high because your deliverance is near.  These disasters will be nothing like people have 

ever seen before but for Luke these metaphors are meant to be apocalyptic stage props, images 

common to that genre of literature.  And are they not abundantly clear!  Do they not reflect realities 

in the world of every generation of people?  These are not just future realities.  They exist now, in 

the present as well.  The way to respond to them today endures into the future as well. 

Be vigilant!  Don’t let your minds be dulled! 

What do we do while we await this return?  The same thing we do when we find ourselves in the 

darkness that comes from being weak, vulnerable and sinful men and women in a fractured world.  

We ensure our way of life as disciples of Christ is not tarnished by the way of life of the world 

around us.  Be alert does not mean keep an eye on the heavens so that you can see the Son of Man 

coming before he actually arrives.  It means be vigilant so that we take up every opportunity given 

to us by Christ to live and witness to the Gospel that others may be prepared for the coming.  Be 

vigilant in the things of God and the things at the End need not concern us at all for we are ready. 

Jesus sums up the things of this world as – dissipation, intoxication, the excessive pursuit of 

material things.  These are all distracting, degrading and very mundane activities.  These are the 

“ways of the world” and they ensnare us, occupy our time, limit our ability to live with and 

collaborate in God’s saving works.  That is when we are likely to miss the coming of the Son of 

Man.  Our hearts and our minds are concentrated elsewhere.  These are feeding our pride, our 

arrogant certainty and our disdain for others.  In these things is death to be found. 

Instead add to your vigilance a life of prayer 

This whole discourse in chapter 21 is associated with Jesus’ prophesy regarding the end of the 

Temple.  The people had placed their hopes in a religion that could not save them.  Everything 

they saw as fundamental to them would be taken away.  They would be humiliated.  Crushed.  

Confused and despairing – what went wrong?  They had been carried away with their comfortable 

religion, reassured they had got things right.  How wrong they were. 

These readings are here at the opening of Advent as a timely invitation from God to humble 

yourselves;  to listen to God instead of presuming what we are hearing is the divine voice;  to 

prayerfully explore ways in which God is calling us to a change of life’s priorities; vigilance in 

our imitation of Christ in every aspect of our daily living.  And note the way the Lord associates 

all of this with the command: pray at all times. 

Praying here is not simply about words or thoughts.  Praying means living in the knowledge that 

we are in the presence of God and so we live and act accordingly, according to the Gospel. 
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