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Lent 4 

for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant 

In the story of Moses and the fiery serpent the people were being punished for their rebellion 

against God.  As the people began to die from the snakebites, they repented and turned to the 

Lord begging for forgiveness and salvation.  God told them to look upon the serpent that has 

been raised up on the staff and you will live.  This is the image now taken up by Jesus.   Salvation 

– in this case eternal life - comes to those who look upon the raised up/crucified Son of Man.  

The word lifted up has a range of meanings including – exalted, glorified, honoured and praised. 

That moment of humiliation and apparent defeat at the hands of wicked men, is in fact the 

moment of victory by God!  In submitting himself to the will of his Father, Jesus brings the gift 

of eternal life to those who believe in him.  Not believe in him as he is wandering around Galilee 

and in Jerusalem.  He is calling for a faith in him as he is lifted 

up on the cross: faith in a crucified God.  This call to faith in a 

dead Messiah is a mammoth task and yet for John, it sits at the 

very heart of the Gospel message of God’s Kingdom.  Only in 

the defeat of sin, in our turning away from the things of this 

world can possibly be open to the activities, the graces and the 

power of God.   

The issue at hand is eternal life, fullness of life.  It is a 

transformed life here on earth and an eternal life with God in 

heaven.  The key to this life is the Crucified Christ.  We do not 

gain eternal life through the good life we live now, or through 

the deeds we do.  Eternal life is ours through faith in what Jesus 

has already done for us.  Our vocation is to believe in him with belief here meaning not a creed 

or a proclamation of faith, but a life lived in imitation of Jesus.  We benefit from the actions of 

Jesus only through the intimacy of our relationship with him. 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son 

The greatest gift for humanity has been God’s gift of the Son and behind this gift sits the desire 

of the Father to bring salvation to all who desire to be saved. What we have is a God who is 

actively reaching out – at all times and in all things - intentionally engaging with his creatures 

for no other reason than they are lovable.  God loves the world – us.  This picks up the emotions 

found in the opening chapter of Genesis, when God looks on all that had been created and 

declares it to be good/precious/of great importance to the God who created them.  John records 

this teaching in a manner highlighting the way this love was given to an unworthy people.  Even  

THE  NEW  SHOFAR 
God so loves us he sent His Son that we might truly live 

2 Chronicles 36:15-21  -  John 3:14-21 

What does it mean to say that it is 
only by living in Jesus the Christ 
we can be fully human and fully 
alive?  What does it mean to lift 

up our eyes to the Christ who has 
been lifted up on the cross?  For 

what are we searching? 
Expecting?  How can 

contemplation of the crucified 
Saviour help our daily living as 

disciples of Christ? 
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though people preferred darkness to light, the love of God is never diminished.  The depth of this 

divine love is beyond our comprehension – God loves us to the same extent he loves his only 

Son.  The love of the Father for the Son is the same love the Father has for all who come to him 

in faith, in need and with a repentant heart.  This is for all peoples an invitation to a whole new 

beginning.  This new life began with the incarnation, with 

the coming of the Son as a man among the people of the 

earth.  With the lifting up of the Son on the cross salvation 

is ours.  With the lifting up of the Son from the grave a new 

life is constantly being offered to us and through us to the 

world.  With the final lifting up of the Son at the 

Ascension, the Spirit of God has been sent into the world 

and through this Holy Spirit we can experience the 

ongoing work of the Son in the world around us.   

What has been revealed to believers is how Jesus was sent 

as someone sent by the Father that sins may be forgiven; 

sent so that we may be reassured how we are a people deeply loved by God.  Loved despite our 

sins.  Loved despite our weaknesses, our limitations and the ease with which we fall for the 

temptations to pursue other pathways to life.  Love and Salvation, they are the gifts associated 

with Jesus here in the opening of the Gospel.  Judgment only comes into play when we begin to 

understand this is a gift-on-offer and yet choose to reject it.  To experience these gifts of love 

and salvation we need to believe, to believe in Jesus the crucified Messiah and all that means for 

the way we live in the world. 

And this is the truth: God has shone divine Light into our world 

John says we can know what is in the heart of Jesus by observing 

how he carries out the mission and ministry given to him by the 

Father.  He remained obedient, even to death, death on a cross.  

Jesus is able to obey because he lives in the light which is God’s 

divine light.  If you like, the reality of God can be seen and 

experienced in every aspects of the person and ministry of Jesus.  

The life of Jesus in the community are but reflections of his Father 

and the will of his Father.  People could see and experience the 

reality of God by listening to, accepting, obeying and following 

Jesus the Son of God.  Today we come to know God and to 

experience the power, mercy, love and wisdom of God through 

our work at growing in Christ.  The more we grow in Christ the 

more God will be seen and experienced in our daily living.  This 

is, in fact, the way we become missionaries in the world, genuine 

evangelists in a world struggling with darkness.  This is because 

it is Christ who is directing our hearts and so our actions.  If we have a share in the life of Christ, 

it will be Christ who reveals himself in us and through us.  It is not our declarations about how 

“Jesus is Lord!” that brings God alive in the world and convinces others to follow the Gospel.  It 

is “Jesus as Lord” being experienced by others in all we do and all we say that will bring them to 

faith.  Light and darkness cannot co-exist.  The best way to overcome all forms of darkness in our 

own lives and in the wider world is to grow the light within us and to share that light with others. 

What would a new life in a new 

world look like?  What would we 

change if we could?  Are there 

things we could be doing in order 

to collaborate with God in this 

work of renewing the whole of 

Creation (as individuals and as a 

parish community)? How should 

our faith in a crucified Messiah 

change the way we live? 

In real terms, what does it 

mean to “live in Christ”?  

How might imitating Christ 

Jesus change the way we live 

each day?  What should it 

add to the life we live now? 

How much of God’s love 

might the world around us 

experience through our 

words and our deeds 

(individuals and parish)? 
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