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FROM THE RECTOR
Fr. Keith Dalby

AN INVITATION TO JOURNEY WITH GOD IN 2018…

O

ne of the great aspects of
my role here as your Parish
Priest is that I get to go
around and talk with you all
from time to time about the issues
that concern you in the Parish. Since
my return from Long Service Leave, I
have been doing quite a bit of
listening, and a bit of talking to many of you, as I have
tried to get a handle on where most of you are in the
Parish and how you are feeling about the Parish.

While it is true that there is some disenchantment,
there is still an air of general positivity in the Parish.
However, I have heard that there are quite a few who
are feeling a few things, and some of them might be
interrelated, and some not. I have heard
•
•
•

“a feeling of disconnection”
“not being heard”
“not sure what the vision is for the Parish”

I am sorry that you have felt this way, and so I have
determined to do something about it. Coupled with this,
many new families have been asking me how they can
make a meaningful connection between what we say
and do on Sunday and in their usual life Monday to
Saturday. This is a good question. I have thought long
and hard about how this might be best achieved, and
surprisingly the answer has been staring me in the face
for a long time, but I was not awake enough to see it.
You all know that we go through various “seasons” or
stages in life over the course of the year, and they have
different effects on us. New Year is about a new start,
new resolutions. Winter is a time for many when life
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becomes a bit of a slog; others revel in it. For others
Spring is a great time. The end of the year is a time for
reflection and assessing how we did, or didn’t go so well
through the year, with the longing look forward to
another year.
So here is what I want us to do next year. Go on a
journey with each month a different theme to help us
make a connection with God in our daily life. Here is a
glimpse at how it might look like:
January: Resolutions - This is a time for making
resolutions, and new starts, so how can God help us in
our New Year’s resolutions, what might be a New Year’s
resolution that incorporates God and our life here at St.
John’s?
February: Reflecting - This is a time when we have
settled down to the New Year. School or uni has started,
for some for the first time. Work (or baby-sitting duties)
have recommenced. We may have moved to a new
house, job or responsibility. How are we doing? Where
does God fit into this? How does my worship of God
here at St. John’s help me as I settle into this new life?
March: Regret - As we continue to move further into
the year - Autumn commences, and weather turns. We
start to move into a time of deeper reflection during
Lent. Have we any debilitating regret in our lives? How
might God help us in that?
April: New Life - Even though the weather continues to
turn in the life of the church - Easter is upon us. The
promise of New Life is a great promise for us in our daily
life. How that might be expressed through our
participation here at St. John’s and lived out in our daily
lives?
This is just a sample of the journey I am inviting you all
on. Our Shofar, website, and social media will be geared
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to these messages, as will the sermons and all other
communication through the Parish. I want us to have a
very clear message, and I want you to be clear about
what we are trying to do in the Parish.
The summary of the 12 months is as follows:
January: Epiphany - Resolutions
February: Pre-Lent / Lent: Reflecting
March: Lent and Holy Week: Regret
April: Easter: New Life
May: Pentecost: Empowered Life
June: Trinity: Seeing the Real Jesus
July: Trinity: True Life – Compassion
August: Trinity: True Life – Sustaining Life / Faith
September: Trinity: True Life – Honest Christianity
October: Trinity: True Life – Sharing the Riches
November: Trinity: True Life – Loving Ourselves
December: Advent / Christmas: Getting Ready
I do hope you will take the opportunity to engage in this
journey and hopefully we will have at least one,
hopefully more avenues, for you to explore your
relationship with God here with us at St. John’s into
next year.

FROM THE WARDENS….
The Churchwardens
Ono Bakker; Chris Russell; James Winter
wo Thousand and Seventeen has been a year of
consolidation and review. From an infrastructure
perspective – we have completed the renewal of
the major renovations on the western side of the
kitchen in the upper room – removing the old
cupboards and replacing them with new “food-safe”
stainless steel storage and benchtops – suited to the
mass production of community food such as the
monthly Community Lunches. At the same time we
replaced the dishwasher with a commercial machine.
The brief here was to create an area that is food-safe,
functional for the volunteer men and women who
provide the meals and robust so as to last for many
years into the future.

T
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The Wardens also have been considering the
recommendations of the Music Association and
reflecting on the outcomes of the vote at the 2017 EVM
to use the Foundation Trust funds to purchase the new
organ (be it by the narrowest of margins against the
high 75% bar set by the Trust Deed). However the
finances have moved on over the year - and we will be
hearing more from the Rector in this regard in the near
future. Having said that the Wardens are fully
supportive of the Rector and his Ministry team in their
commitment to maintain our primary focus on our
spiritual and community mission here at St. John’s – and
to ensure that, desirable though the proposed
instrument may be, the organ project does not deflect
us from that or totally absorb us (energy wise or
financially) - but rather facilitates and strengthens our
role as the spiritual home of the Parish of Gordon.
Hence we will be listening carefully to the congregation
over the next few months to ensure we are reflecting
their view of the role of music in the Parish and
specifically the role of a new organ within that. We
encourage you to be heard and be a part of that process
so that we can be sure of making a decision that reflects
the majority view.
From a financial perspective – the year has seen our
finances somewhat stagnate at 2016 levels. Given the
pressures on our incomes from energy and housing
costs, etc – this may be a reasonable expectation and
the Wardens have “cut our cloth” to that income.
However our costs keep rising oblivious to our income
and unless we see an adjustment in our weekly giving
each year to take account of our rising cost of
operations – our ability to meet the mission
expectations of the Ministry team and the Parish will
continue to be increasingly truncated. Having said that –
it is very encouraging to see the income holding its own
and the reliable monthly income from the wonderful
work of WEGS and the Op Shop team continuing
unabated in 2017. THANK-YOU to both those amazing
organisations! The new ideas of Reece and Christine
McCormack including the Night Markets and new
initiatives at the annual Fête, so ably and firmly
established in our “fiscal war chest” by Pat Gaudry’s
prior years of leadership, are also going to be a critical
part of our financial support going forward.
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The Wardens are certainly very appreciative of so many
volunteers who help out through the year and we must
never take that for granted – the maintenance team
under Bill Killinger, the Cemetery team co-ordinated by
John McLean (and, until recently, Margaret Stafford
whose service in this regard over many years we greatly
appreciate!), the Flower Guild and brass polishers, the
Sunday School Co-ordinators, Scripture Teachers and
Church Visitors, the vergers who “mind” our church
through the week to allow our open church policy to
continue and our office team – which recently saw the
departure of Rosemary Angus to a full time role in the
diocese – but is always grateful for the work and
commitment of Cynthia Keithly who ensures we are up
to date through the weekly pew bulletin. As with so
much of our community work throughout the country –
most of these roles are unpaid and many of our paid
workers voluntarily work many hours beyond those
they are paid for - and it would impossible to run the
Parish without them – so a very big THANK-YOU to all.

Sunday 17th September
9.30am

9.30am

The BIG Hymn Sing comprised a non-stop sing through all 500
hymns in the New English Hymnal, our hymn book. People

from our Parish choirs sang, Parishioners sang, as well as
people from The Cathedral Singers, Sing Australia Gordon,
other local churches, and some from further afield. It was
encouraging to meet new people at St. John’s who had come
because of this project. While sometimes there were over
thirty people singing hymns at a given time, there were times
in the wee small hours when it was fewer! What is
encouraging is that it was never just an organist soldiering on;
there were always additional singers too. Almost the entire
event was streamed live via the Music at St. John’s Gordon
Facebook page.

A

s the Parish
histories
record, music has always
been a focus and an
attraction at St. John’s. This year
saw a wonderful new initiative:
Music Month. September 2017 was
full of musical events as below, and
enabled us to focus on and
celebrate this crucial part of our
worshipping life.

Here are some fun facts for the BIG Hymn Sing:

rd

Friday 1 to Sunday 3 September
7.00pm
8.00am
9.30am

Friday night: BIG Hymn Sing begins
Sunday: Sung Mass including hymns
Sunday: Sung Mass with conclusion of BIG
Hymn Sing
Sunday 10th September

11.30am
4.00pm

Choral Mass with the Brabyn Singers (Mass
setting commissioned by the Brabyn Singers
from composer Brett McKern)

Midnight at “The BIG Hymn Sing”

Dr Brett McKern (Director of Music)

8.00am

Choral Mass with the Joubert Singers (Mass
setting by Mozart) and Voces Joannis (St.
John’s’ young persons’ choir)

Sunday 24th September

MUSIC AT St. JOHN’S….

st
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Mass with special vocal and organ music
(Nicola Chau and Brett McKern)
Organ Recital by Dr Brett McKern
Choral Evensong with the St. John’s
Evensong Choir
P a g e |3

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

500 hymns sung
71 specific hymns sponsored
200+ different singers
5 organists
2 pipe organs used
Over 3,050 unique audience members via the live
Facebook stream
Online audience from interstate and overseas as well
as locals
32 hours of non-stop hymn singing
$12 000 raised
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The singers visited McDonald’s Gordon for a kindly-donated
breakfast (see photo), and Woolworths also donated to the
project.
Some
wonderful
‘support
staff’
were
just
brilliant: Sue Yorath,
Leanne Winter, James
Winter and many
others from time to
time too. There was an
“Thank-you” Hymns at
afternoon tea with
McDonalds
special
cake
and
specially made musical tablecloths provided by Jennifer
Hubbard (see photo). It should be noted, though, that the
two most crucial items that made it possible were the
support of the Parish , and the wonderfully talented Assistant
Director of Music, Nicola Chau. Without either, Brett says,
this wonderful and fun project would not have happened.
All
proceeds
from the event
will go towards
the St. John’s
Music
Association.
This Association
is raising funds
to replace the
ailing St. John’s
pipe
organ.
Donations are
still possible.
All donations over $2 are tax deductible. They can be made
via:
• Cheques payable to St. John’s Gordon Music
Association and posted to the Church Office or
• Donations may also be made by EFT to:
• Account name: St. John’s Gordon Music Association
BSB: 032-089 Account number: 274652
• By contacting music@stjohnsgordon.org.au.
While the BIG Hymn Sing was a gargantuan effort and the
organ was not usable for all music as intended, it was the
th
focus of an organ recital on the 10 of September. Solo organ
recitals have been few and far between in recent years
because the organ simply isn’t up to the task and visiting
organists won’t play it, but Brett McKern coaxed something
from it. The lovely small Hill organ was also used.
th

The St. John’s Evensong Choir sang Evensong also on the 10
of September. The feature of this service musically was Sir
Charles Villiers Stanford’s (1852-1924) Magnificat and Nunc
Dimittis in E flat major. This setting is in six choral parts with
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organ accompaniment, and was composed in 1873, but only
first published in 1997. It is believed that this was the Sydney,
if not Australian, premiere of this work. It is rare that a
virtually unknown work by a major composer comes to light,
but St. John’s remains at the forefront of Anglican Church
music.
Similarly, the Braybyn Singers sang choral Mass on 24
September and premiered a new Mass setting for
unaccompanied
choir composed
by our Director
of Music, Brett
McKern. Brett is
an
awardwinning
composer whose
compositions
“The Braybyn Singers
have
been
performed in Australia, Belgium, the USA, UK, France and
Canada including at such places as Washington National
Cathedral and Westminster Abbey and St. Paul’s Cathedrals in
London. This new Missa Brevis was commissioned by the
Braybyn Singers. The 9.30am Parish Choir also sang at this
special service.
On 17 September the Parish Choir sang with the Joubert
Singers on their first visit to St. John’s. With violinist Andrew
Liang they sang a work by contemporary British composer
Howard Goodall. The Joubert Singers also led worship with a
Missa Brevis by Mozart.
The St. John’s’ young
people’s choir Voces
Joannis also sang a work
by a contemporary
British
organistcomposer, this time
Peter Hurford. This
service was sung in the
presence
of
Music
Month patron Primrose
Lady Potter AC. Lady
Potter is well-known for
her love of Anglican
music and liturgy and the arts in general. As a philanthropist
and through her work as an arts administrator, Lady Potter
has enabled important work in the arts and architecture to
continue. She has been a director, chairperson, president or
trustee of such august organisations as the Australian
Elizabethan Theatre Trust, Bell Shakespeare Company,
American Friends of the National Gallery of Australia,
Australian Ballet Special Events Committee, Ian Potter

P a g e |4

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF St. JOHN THE EVANGELIST GORDON
Museum of Art, Ian Potter Foundation; and Patron of the
Melba Foundation, the Victorian Opera Company, and
Australian Centre for Contemporary Art. The Australian Ballet
premises in Melbourne acknowledge her thirty-five years of
service to the organisation with the name: The Primrose
Potter Australian Ballet Centre. She has been involved with
installation of the organ at St. Peter’s Eastern Hill, restoration
of the organ at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and the restoration of
St. Paul’s Cathedral in Melbourne. She is a great example of
philanthropy in action in the arts, and we are grateful for her
support.
It has been asked, when is the next BIG Hymn Sing? When is
the next choral Mass? Well - watch this space!!... and thank
you for your support!

WARRIOR WELCOME HOME
Fr. Rob Sutherland CSC

Ministry and Mission to the Australian Defence
Force and Veterans and their Families

I

t was another amazing year following God’s leading as we
try to bring His love to our Servicemen and women and
their families; our ministry to our Defence personnel and
their families has jumped ahead but, as always, never quite as
we thought.
Jesus told His disciples that people will know that we are
[Christians] by the love that they see in us. Those around us
can only see our love through our actions. People,
understandably, judge St. John’s as a Parish and each of us as
Parishioners and they evaluate
our God by what they see us do.
Warrior Welcome Home is part of
…a reception
what we do at St. John’s. Warrior
hosted by the Chief
Welcome Home shows that we
Minister of the
(and God) care for the young men
Northern Territory
and women that our nation has
at Parliament
sent away to war.
House and it had a
profoud effect

Australia is very good at sending
upon the
young men and women away to
participants. They
war. We select our nation’s best
felt appreciated,
and brightest and we train and
loved, by their
community.
equip and lead them well. On
operations around the world our
young men and women in
uniform are courageous, ingenious, merciful and successful.
They do all this in our name and we ought to be proud of
them and grateful. It is coming home that is hardest. Coming

Christmas 2017

home is where the physical, mental and spiritual wounds
become apparent.
Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) is much less of a
problem than most believe. Research indicates that only
about 10% of servicemen and women suffer from it. Even if
the real number is twice as high it can’t be the main problem.
Moral Injury, dents in the soul or spiritual wounds appear to
be the major problem for five times the number of sufferers
as PTSD. Some experts have said that everyone comes home
with ‘dents in the soul.’ It is these dents in the soul that need
fixing by families and communities and by churches.
On Warrior Welcome Home we have heard the stories of
those who have gone away to war and who have come home
broken; broken in mind, body or spirit. We have found that
love; particularly the love of God can help and heal the
spiritual wounds, the ‘Dents in the Soul’ that our young men
and women suffer from going to war. Even training in the
ADF without actually going to war can cause both PTSD and
these ‘Dents in the Soul.’
Jesus almost always acted before He taught; His teaching was
usually to explain to people what He had done in God’s name.
In Jesus people saw healing and love and life and hope before
they heard His message. Mission, doing the work of God in
our world is within our DNA at St. John’s. Warrior Welcome
Home shows our Servicemen and women and their families
that God still cares and loves them and heals them and is
their hope for life. Hopefully it shows them that we at St.
John’s and our God care about the men and women who
serve our nation in the Australian Defence Force, that we and
our God care about the men and women who go to some of
the darkest places in our world that we and our God care
about the effects that going to war has on them and their
lives and on their families. Hopefully Warrior Welcome Home
shows that we care and that God
and His church are doing something
..Warrior Welcome
to help.
This report looks at things we have
done and things that are being
developed.

DOING!!….
Warrior Welcome Home Northern Territory

Home shows that
we (and God) care
for the young men
and women that
our nation has sent
away to war.

While running retreats for veterans and their families has
been shown to work in Sydney, there aren’t as many veterans
here as there are in other places. We have always hoped that
we would be able to encourage others to run the program
where the people who really need it are located.
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This year we had a request from the Northern Territory to run
the program based at the Anglican Cathedral Parish in
Darwin. This was to be a non-residential program run over
two weekends. The opening event was a reception hosted by
the Chief Minister of the Northern Territory at Parliament
House. The participants felt appreciated and loved, by their
community. Not everyone subsequently came along for the
program but even the reception had a positive spiritual effect
and all the events had a profound effect upon the
participants.

THE FUTURE!...

This was a more compact program that the one in Sydney and
we didn’t have as many attending as we had hoped but the
effect was still wonderfully positive. Good food – Darwin
seafood, great coffee, gift bags and cards all contributed to
making the participants feel loved. Once again God provided
the healing of spiritual wounds.

Wotton Foundation

Warrior Welcome Home - Sydney

We planned to again run this program but we weren’t able to
run the planned programs in Sydney in 2017. This was partly
due to Fr. Rob being Acting Rector but also due to difficulty
co-ordinating dates when veterans were able to come to
Sydney.

Spreading the Message

Fr Rob has been invited to speak to
…We believe that
many groups about Warrior
love, particularly
Welcome Home and Moral Injury
the love of God
amongst veterans and their
can help and heal
families. There has been strong
the spiritual
wounds, the
interest and support from Rotary,
‘Dents in the Soul’
Mens’ Breakfasts and Church
that our young
groups. Fr. Rob travelled to Darwin
men and women
to speak at the Synod of the
suffer from going
Diocese of the Northern Territory.
to war.
Fr. Rob has had articles on Warrior
Welcome Home published in Cross
Fire by the Military Christian
Fellowship; Reveille by RSL NSW and Southern Cross by the
Sydney Anglican Diocese. The interview on ABC TV by
Geraldine Doogue on COMPASS for the series Modern
Prophets was filmed in St. John’s.
There have been overseas opportunities to speak about our
work but we have been unable to accept these.

Support to Bishop to the Forces and Chaplains

We have continued our strong relationship with Bishop Ian
Lambert and the new Anglican Army Archdeacon Catie
Inches-Ogden. Fr. Rob has also worked about 150 days as an
Army Reserve Chaplain.
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WWH - Sydney

We have a full and promising future. We hope to run at least
one Warrior Welcome Home, Sydney in 2018 and we already
have strong interest from people to attend. This could also
see the ministry expand beyond Defence personnel and
families to include NSW Police.
September is the most likely date for WWH Sydney and again
we will have key activities at St. John’s.
Our former Rector Fr. Roy Wotton was passionate about
caring for veterans and their families. Having announced the
Formation work of Warrior Welcome Home a few years ago,
progress in legally establishing it has been slower than we
had hoped. It is now very close to becoming the reality that
Fr. Roy’s legacy deserves. Once established, we hope to use
this foundation to raise funds for the work of Warrior
Welcome Home and spiritual care of veterans. Donations will
be tax deductable.

Equipping other Churches – WWH NT (and
beyond)…

Following the limited success of Warrior Welcome Home
Northern Territory (WWH-NT) in 2017 (the program works
but the numbers weren’t great and the Cathedral may not be
the best place for follow-on groups), we are close to agreeing
with St. Luke’s Palmerston to run WWH-NT. Palmerston is
home to many soldier families and we are looking at a midweek, evening program. This model should allow people to
connect with and have an ongoing relationship with a local
church.
We are still looking at where God will lead us next but
Narrabeen, Tindal, Townsville, Cairns and Brisbane are
possibilities.

Working with other organisations

We continue to have discussions with a number of veteran’s
groups including RSL Care, Legacy and Soldier On about
working with the veterans with whom they are working. We
would love to be able to provide them with more support but
at the moment we don’t see any capacity to do much more to
help them.
Thank you again for your amazing love and support; through
us God has blessed the lives of some wonderful men and
women who have served our nation and also their families. I
suspect that in blessing them we also have been truly
blessed.
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ANNUAL REPORT - WOMEN’S EVENING
GROUP 2017

THE CHANGING FACE OF ST. JOHN’S

Rhonda Cramer
President – Women’s Evening Group

nyone who has come to the 9.30 a.m. service in the
last two years and certainly over the last 12 months
will not have failed to notice that a quiet change is
taking place here at St. John’s. While the 8.00 am.
Congregation continues to be relatively steady, it’s true it has
declined slightly over the last 12 months due to deaths,
people moving away, and into nursing homes, the same
cannot be said for the 9.30 congregation. In the last 12
months we have had 23 new people including children either
starting to come to St. John’s or have taken the commitment
to make their attendance much more regular than in the past,
and taking a more active role in the life of the Parish.

Fr. Keith Dalby

T

wo Thousand and Seventeen was another busy year.
Meetings are held in the Upper Room on the second
Monday of the month at 10 a.m. with morning tea,
which is followed by our meeting. We look forward to our
annual church service on Monday 12th February 2018 at 10
a.m., followed by morning tea.
During the year we enjoyed many
informative speakers including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

interesting

and

Pat Gaudry – Magical Iceland;
Gordon Doyle – Mission Work
Jennifer Hubbard – Women’s Fashion WWI
Jan McLachlan - Pymble Players
Chris Russell – Feeding Humanity. Our Future
Challenge. An Agricultural Perspective
Pat Gaudry – Visiting Adriatic Countries
Nigel Hubbard - Journey to Nineveh from Jonah to
Agatha Christie

We are most grateful for their time in preparing and
presenting interesting talks. A thank you to Don Yorath who
helps set up the slide presentation.
Our WEGS stall, held on the first Sunday of the month,
continues with successful purchases along with refreshments
and time to socialise following the services. Thank you to
those who help set up and sell on the day. We have good
support at the Saturday Op Shop where customers purchase
morning tea which seem to be most popular. Also, a big thank
you to so many women who baked for our St. John’s Annual
Fête supplying cakes, jams and providing craft for sale. This
year we achieved an excellent return for the Fête. Our
annual December Christmas lunch is always relaxing at
Gordon Golf Club, enjoyed by WEGS members and joined by
Fr. Keith and Alice.
Many thanks to all the WEGS members who diligently bake
and provide craft and all our active members for their
valuable and on-going support throughout the year.
Particular thanks to Ercil Allen who is a most efficient
Treasurer. We could not achieve what we do without the
strong support of so many loyal women. New members are
most welcome to join WEGs and please contact Robyn Kerr
on 9449 7279 if you are interested in joining.

A

This has been very pleasing. On top of this about 5-8 of those
23 people are from our Chinese community. This has been a
very pleasing result of the excellent ministry that Fr. Ernest
and May Chau have been quietly doing here since their arrival
in the Parish last year. Fr. Ernest’s’ Bible study on Wednesday
would be the largest Bible study group in the Parish, and their
games afternoon/evening on Thursdays is reaping great
success evident by the need to continue to buy table tennis
tables!!! This small but not insignificant influx of people is
going to challenge us, but I think it will be a good challenge as
we seek to welcome the newcomers, the strangers, and those
who are seeking God here at St. John’s. One of the outcomes
of these new people and others making a new commitment
to us at St. John’s is I am currently working with two families
preparing adults and children for Baptism, admission to Holy
Communion and eventually Confirmation. This takes an
enormous amount of time, but I have to say it has been some
of the most rewarding ministry I have undertaken.
One of the challenges of this changing face is how to
integrate new people fully into our Parish so that they can
participate fully in the life of the church. One of the
challenges Fr. Ernest and myself are faced with is how do we
help both the new Chinese members and those already here
come together as one in Christ, and not be divided on cultural
grounds? Ernest and I have seen the dangers of this cultural
fault line appearing in other parishes and we are determined
it not occur here, as we are one in Christ. So great challenges
ahead, but what a happy situation it is to have such
challenges before us!!
The Wardens and myself have, as a result of recognising this
shift, started to look carefully at where resources are
targeted for the future. Yes, we still have to do things such as
the organ, maintenance, youth ministry, and the like, but we
do need to apportion resources to allow the continuing
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changing face of St. John’s to occur. So where are we going to
put our priorities? This is a question that will exercise our
minds between now and the AVM next year. It is my intention
that we keep you as informed as possible recognising that
some things cannot be talked about until we have clarity and
agreement on them.
Another challenge with respect to the changing face of our
Parish is that new people, because they are new, have a
different understanding to those who have been here for a
considerable time about how the Parish is sustained
financially. In 2018 we will need to address that issue
sensitively.
Can I encourage you to understand that the Parish is not
falling apart, it is not going backwards, it is definitely in a
state of flux, but the signs are very encouraging for the future
here at St. John’s. We have difficult decisions ahead of us in
all facets of our Parish life, but they are not insurmountable if
we keep our eyes fixed on the Lord Jesus. I was told I tell
everyone to pray all the time, and that is my go-to phrase,
but it is critical that all we do here at St. John’s is covered in
much prayer. If you are not praying for our church, why aren’t
you? For those who are, please pray about these
opportunities we have here at St. John’s so that they might be
fully realised. In Acts, when Peter was in prison, the church
prayed for him, and the building they were in shook with the
Holy Spirit. I wish that we prayed so fervently and with one
mind and accord that our church might shake with the Holy
Spirit. (Although I suspect Bill Killinger might get nervous, and
worry about maintenance issues!!!) For if we prayed so
fervently then I have no doubt that we would continue to see
the transformation and renewal of our church which is
happening slowly but surely now and into the future.

Christmas 2017

wood turning stall, and Champagne and Strawberries. The
Barker Band rounded off the day with a spirited performance.
Sing Australia’s Gordon branch performed in the church,
accompanied by Dr Brett McKern on the organ. The Op Shop
attracted a good crowd all day, and the book stall in the crypt
was also well patronised. Several community groups were
located in the car park. They were joined this year by more
than 20 external stallholders, who set up their marquees
between the church and the rectory, giving the Fête a real
carnival atmosphere.
Thank you to all who prepared the church and grounds for
this wonderful day, and thank-you to all who participated in
the Fête.

Ph: 0411 785 117 (Jan Kneeshaw)
Email: jan.kneeshaw@optusnet.com.au

Jan Kneeshaw
Secretary/Chair – The Cathedral Singers

A

s many of you know, The Cathedral Singers are
resident at St. John's and have been for some years
now. We are able to house our library, spare robes
etc. in the room at the back of the courtyard and we are very
grateful to be able to use the church as our base. We are a
small ecumenical choir and sing at churches near and far from
St. John's and other local churches, and as far afield as both
Bathurst Cathedrals, where we sang this September (pictured
below).

ANNUAL FÊTE
Reece McCormack (Convenor)

T

he children’s activities on the front lawn featured face
painting, the Butterfly Toss, the jumping castle, and
“Own The Throne” (a game of skill).

The barbecue in the courtyard and Le Café in the upper room
provided lunch for many Parishioners and visitors alike, along
with coffee and cakes throughout the day.
The plant stall was stocked with plants that had been grown
especially for the Fête.
The main hall hosted the craft and cake stall, the jam stall, the
card and bead stall, the Chocolate Wheel, the fruit and
vegetable stall, the cut flowers stall, the Treasure stall, the

This year we sang at Scot's Kirk Mosman one week, St. Mary's
Cathedral the next and led Choral Evensong at Terrigal two
weeks later. Soon we will be singing traditional services of
Lessons and Carols at Balmain, Cremorne and St. John's
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Gordon and we sung Evensong at St. Andrew’s Cathedral on
Thursday 7th December. We also sung carols at West Pymble
Shopping Centre on the 9th of December.
We enjoy being in residence at St. John’s and sing there on
various occasions during the year. It is now a tradition for us
to
sing
Stainer's
oratorio “Crucifixion”
on Good Friday. We
also
love
selling
champagne
and
strawberries
and
having fun at the Fête
and this year and had a
stall at the Christmas
Night Market where we lead a group, combining with
Parishioners, singing carols around the market.
We are a small but committed group who loves singing
traditional-style church
music of all kinds to
enhance the services of
worship that are so
important to us. We
were very sorry to lose
Sally Rigden earlier in
the year when she and
her husband returned
to Canada but welcomed Hilana about the same time.
It is not always easy to find choristers who love singing, can
read music, enjoy the repertoire we sing and have the
necessary level of commitment. We know that, with the
demand of jobs and families, people can’t be available 100%
of the time, but a sense of dedication is still needed. If you
know of anyone who might be interested in joining us, please
encourage them to get in touch. We have a lot of fun!!

ST JOHNS OP. SHOP

Christmas 2017

stampede begins, with many rushing to the item they saw
from a distance. Unfortunately, good manners are thrown to
the wind on these occasions, but in the end most have picked
up a bargain, and then there is much “show and tell”.
We have had beautiful sets of china, such as a Clarice Cliffe
one just recently, Stuart glassware, Tupperware always
popular, and the unusual such as the fibre glass crocodile,
which is believed to now reside in the Gordon golf course
pond!
Our bookshop is very popular and thanks to the sorters, there
is an excellent library of well-kept and readable books. We
do, unfortunately get boxes of books that are not up to the
excellent standard we keep in terms of cleanliness and
condition.
We also keep the Anglicare bin well stocked with unsaleable
clothes, bed linen and similar items. And the skip is filled
three times a week, which shows that unfortunately we live
in a “throw-away” society, and we do feel, that like other
charities, we are frequently treated like a public tip. Soft toys,
most of which we do not sell, are bagged up and taken to a
member of Turramurra Rotary, who arranges for them to be
sent in a container, when there is room in an aircraft, to
places like Tanzania, for children who have very little. Dolls
are kept for another person who cleans them and dresses
them up and gives them to children in hospitals. She says the
smile she gets from these children is worth so much more
than the effort she puts into this project.
Some of our volunteers have had to resign through ill health,
we need to have younger, stronger people to assist. We are
also in desperate need to have extra help on a sale day, one
job in particular being a “spotter” among the crowd, sadly
this is needed, and to help pack up at the end of the sale.
The Op Shop crew are hard and dedicated workers, who
enjoy each other’s companionship.

LET’S MEET FOR LUNCH!!…

Barbara Spooner OAM

T

he Op Shop, originally run by the Friday Group, which
has now disbanded, has like Topsy, “growed and
growed”. We have about 18 helpers, some of whom
are regular Tuesday and Thursday helpers, others who come
on just one day a week, and some who come occasionally.
We also have several who are not parishioners but very
generously come from as far away as Lilyfield to assist on a
sale day. For this we thank them.
On sale days there is much excitement, with the buyers being
‘held back’ until 9 am when we open outside, and the

The St. John’s Community Lunch Programme
Janis Neville and Sue Close (Convenors)

W

e have some people who come to every lunch,
people who have never had any connection with
St John's and maybe never will.

There are two ladies who have been coming almost since we
first started making the lunches six years ago. They came
together and sat together. Recently, both of these ladies have
been sitting at separate tables but not on their own. Each
table where they sit is full of people. During Monday's lunch I
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asked one of these ladies if she was enjoying the food that
day and she said it was wonderful and especially so as it was
the only Christmas meal she would be having as she lives
alone. She continued to talk saying that when she first started
coming to the lunches she only knew this one other lady. She
has since met up with a whole table full of ladies who are all
widows or single people like herself. They now "all look out
for each other" having contact during the week and obviously
lunching together. Her final comment was….
“If it wasn't for these lunches, I wouldn't have any friends."
Numbers of attendees at the lunches have been declining
over recent months and we have been wondering about the
feasibility of continuing in the current format. However, when
we heard this story, we were reminded of the impact that our
actions have on other people. There are several other
members of the community of “lunchers” who rely on taking
a few meals home with them so that they do not have to
think about what to eat for a couple of days.
It is humbling for us to realise that the small job we do can
have such a huge impact on someone's life.

ST JOHN’S CHURCH – WALKING WITH
THE ANZACS 2016-2017
David Barker AM

I

n July of this year a re-union took place in Canberra of a
group of Australians who took part in July 2016 on a tour
of the Australian Battlefields of the Western Front.

Of particular interest to the readers of the Parish Review is
the fact that a large majority of the members of this group
came from St. John’s Parish.
In fact the re-union is a good opportunity to review the
reason and activities which motivated members of St. John’s
Parish to visit Belgium and Northern France in 2016.

Christmas 2017

assisted by her husband John, a new set of 20 kneelers was
completed to be presented by the Rector to the Pozières
Roman Catholic Church in 2016. An additional kneeler was
also made which was presented to the Hon Dr Brendan
Nelson, the Director of the Australian War Memorial to be
retained in the Memorial’s collection.

The St. John’s Congregation Western Front
Battlefields Tour Party 2016
It was decided that there should be a group of Parishioners
from St. John’s who would accompany the Rector when he
presented the kneelers to
the Pozières Catholic
Church in France and that
it would also represent St.
John’s during the formal
ceremonies which had
been organized by the
Australian Government to
commemorate the battles
of Fromelles and Pozières
in which
Australian
soldiers
had
been
involved in 1916.

There was in fact a surprisingly large response from
congregational members and the St. John’s tour group
eventually incorporated the following Parishioners: the late
Fr. John Spooner, Bill (Church Warden) and Linda Killinger,
Belinda Howell (Sidesman), John East (Sidesman) and his
nephew Terry Livingstone, John (Sidesman) and Deb Marshall
with their son, Nick and daughter, Kate, John Guinane and
granddaughter Jessica, David and Catherine Barker.
The Battlefields Tour Party was also encouraged by the
recognition offered by the then-Mayor of Ku-ring-gai
Councillor Cheryl Szatow, who invited all the members of the

The St. John’s Pozières Kneeler Project
It all began when the Mayor from Pozières visited St. John’s in
2015 and admired the embroidered kneelers used by the St.
John’s congregation during their services. He pointed out to
the Reverend Keith Dalby that his Catholic Church at Pozières
(with which the St. John’s is paired by virtue of its role as the
Garrison Church for Regiments which served at Pozières in
World War I), did not have anything to compare with these
St. John’s kneelers. The outcome of this discussion was Father
Keith offered a gift of twenty replica kneelers which would be
made and embroidered by the congregation of St. John’s. As
a result, under the supervision of the late Betty Ross-Edwards
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tour group to an official reception at the Ku-ring-gai Council
Chambers prior to their leaving for Europe.

service was the part which involved the reburying of
previously unnamed soldiers who had died in the
battle and whose bodies had been exhumed and
identified after almost one hundred years. It was
particularly moving to witness the presence of their
descendants at the gravesides, each family accepting
the Australian flag in token recognition of the
sacrifice of their relatives.

Although the tour which the re-union commemorated took
place in 2016 no account has as yet been recorded in the
Parish Review, so that this is now an excellent opportunity to
briefly recount the main features of the trip. These were:
•

Official Wreath Laying at the Menin Gate, Ypres.
Every evening during the year at 8pm a
remembrance ceremony takes place at the Menin
Gate in Ypres to commemorate the 6176 missing
Australian soldiers in Belgium from World War I
whose names are listed on the walls of the Gate.
Volunteers from the Ypres Fire Brigade play the last
post. The St. John’s official wreath laying party
included Bill Killinger, as a St. John’s Churchwarden
and Deb Marshall, whose great uncle, awarded a

•
•

•

•

Military Cross for his courage, is buried in the Menin
th
Road South Cemetery. He was killed on 14 October
1916 in the lst Battle of Passchendaele.
Commemoration of the Battle of Fromelles
19-20 July 1916.
The St. John’s Tour Group formed part of the large
official Australian Party who took part in the
commemoration at Fromelles. A feature of this
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Commemoration of the Battle of Pozières
23 July-5 September 1916.
Again the St. John’s Tour Group was part of the
official
Australian
Party
invited
to
the
commemoration of the Battle of Pozières. This
service was impressive for the parade of a large
number of serving military personnel who
represented both those countries and regiments and
The whole of the St. John’s Battlefields Tour Party
attended this service which involved Father Keith
Dalby officially handing over the 20 St. John’s Church
kneelers to the Pozières Roman Catholic Church. A
Official Service at the Roman Catholic Church,
Pozières.
Such was the camaraderie engendered by our Tour
Group that the Canberra reunion was organised in
July this year to enable members to come together,
reminisce, exchange photos and reflect on the

everlasting connection between the people of
Fromelles,
Pozieres and the St. John’s
Congregation Gordon, drawn together by the
sacrifices of Australian and allied soldiers –
“Lest We Forget.”

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF St. JOHN THE EVANGELIST GORDON
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Directory of Contacts
Rector
The Revd Keith W Dalby
office:
9498 2744
rectory:
9498 2596
mobile:
0433 538 915
Assistant Priest
The Revd Rob Sutherland CSC

0406 767 757

Honorary Clergy / Honorary Assisting
The Ven. Clive King AM (ret’d)
9498 2744
Fr. Ernest Chau
0414 549 082
Parish Missioner
The Rt. Revd. Dr Michael Hough

9498 2744

Wardens
Onno Bakker (Rector’s Warden) 0481 438 125
Chris Russell
0408 220 674
James Winter
0411 752 802
Parish Council
Natasha Copley
The Hon. Patricia Forsythe
Elizabeth George
Nigel Hubbard
Andrew Jeffers
Bill Killinger AM
Dr Janet Long (Secretary)

0418 270 869
0418 165 466
0414 648 600
0438 284 762
0423 308 442
0407 551 600
0413 214 377

Synod Representatives
A.Prof. Charles George
Jennifer Lum

9144 6638
0411 836 282

Parish Treasurer
James Winter

0411 752 802

Director of Music
Dr Brett McKern

0408 303 225

Assistant Director of Music
Nicola Chau
Maintenance / Grounds
Bill Killinger AM
Cemetery
John McLean
Margaret Stafford OAM (ret’d)
Op Shop
June Millar OAM
Risk Management
John East

Bible Study
Jennifer Lum
Fr. Keith Dalby
Fr. Ernest Chau

0411 836 282
0433 538 915
0414 549 082

Safe Ministry Representative
Jan McLachlan

9498 4246

Women’s Evening Group (WEG)
Rhonda Cramer - President
Robyn Kerr OAM - Secretary

9488 8405
9449 7279

Ladies’ Fellowship Group
Jennifer Lum

0411 836 282

Ku-ring-gai Inter-church Committee Reps
John Welch
9144 3448
Dr Shirley-Ann Gibbs
0435 957 997
Flower Guild
Jan Kneeshaw
Jan McLachlan
Parish Reader
Jennifer Lum

9144 4915
9498 4246
0411 836 282

Sidesmen’s Roster
John Brandon

9449 5864

Plaques/Internment
John McLean

9998 0171

Church Administration
Parish Manager
Pew Bulletin and Rosters
Cynthia Keithly
pewbulletin@stjohnsgordon.org.au
Parish Review Editor
chris@clrussell.com.au

9498 274
0407 551 600
9998 0171
9498 2744
9983 1167
0407 896 080
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9498 2744

