
                                                               

 
 

 

Acceptance of baptism brings with it clear responsibilities 
 

This is a parable that speaks of two judgments:  there is a judgment of those Jews who fail to 

recognize Jesus as the Son of God, the Messiah as well as well there is the judgment of those 

Christians who do not live the kind of life to which they are called in baptism.  Both have 

been called by God (the king) and both are to produce fruit worthy of life eternal.  

 

We need to be asking ourselves: What is fruit worthy of eternal life? 

 

God pursues us before we seek him 
 

In the parable we see a very active king.  He is the one who calls the feast, sends the servants, 

makes his judgments and joins the festivities.  In other words, in the life of Jesus, the Father is 

never absent.  Palestinian wedding invitations did not include times.   There were generally 

two separate invitations sent out.  The first was to forewarn the people that a wedding is 

coming and so distant preparations need to be made.  The second invitation would be when it 

was time to head off because the feast was about to begin…: My oxen and fattened cattle have 

been butchered, and everything is ready. Come immediately to the wedding banquet.  No 

replies were necessary as it was presumed that everyone invited would come.   

 

Not everyone wants to do things in God’s Way 
 

This is why it is a shock to find how when the second invitation comes along they resist the 

words of the servants.  The king is not to be put off and he sends the servants out once more.  

This is the story of Israel.  She rejected the prophets of old just as she had rejected John the 

Baptist.  Why?  Because those coming in the name of the Lord were preaching a message that 

challenged Israel’s spiritual and religious status quo.  They were comfortable where they 

were, doing religious things in the “normal” way, in a fashion that suited their way of life.   

This is the exact point Jesus makes here: they simply go back to their normal way of living.  It 

is as if they are denying the invitation altogether, as if the king had made no request, that the 

son was not getting married at all.  Some of the people were so blind to the importance of the 

mission of the servants that they put them to death, an act that enraged the king.  Nobody likes 

their well-established lives challenged too radically.  But the king remains the king, despite 

the perceptions of the invitees that they can do as they feel is best for them.  He sent an army 

and killed those who had rejected him.  But the king now more than ever strongly desired to 

include people at his feast and so sent servants into the city to invite everyone they met.   

 

Here is the shock part of the parable 
 

 

The emphasis here is on everyone, no matter their state in life: saints and sinners alike were 

all given an invitation to the wedding feast that was already laid out on the table.   The only 

requirement now was that they respond to the invitation and turn up.  When the seats were all 

filled, the king/God arrived to mingle with the crowd and to share with them the joys of the 

feast.  As he moved around He found one man who had not bothered to put on the wedding 
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gown.  Importantly, the man offers no reason for not wearing the festive garment.  He just 

came to the feast on his own terms and demands the king and others accept him as he is.   

 

Living under the rule of God is never done on my terms 
 

This part of the parable has been added by Matthew and it seems to put the emphasis back on 

to the need of righteousness for those at the feast.  Given than the servants had already invited 

the good and the bad, the holy people and the prostitutes, it may seem a little odd to now 

focus in on someone who is not dressed properly but the white wedding garment is a 

metaphor for righteousness, for a way of living that is an imitation of Christ’s life.  Given the 

garments were provided by the king and given out free of charge, it was surely not too great 

an imposition on the man.  Even just out of respect for the king you would think he would go 

along with the expectations set down for the visitors.  But he did it “my way”. 

 

 

At the Final Judgment it will be God who comes to carry out the judgment and he will 

examine all those before him.  Keeping that theme tied into our wedding feast metaphor, we 

see the king now coming to welcome those who had accepted his invitation.  As putting on 

wedding clothes would have been a part of the acceptance, this man is being presented as one 

who remains unwilling to change his way of thinking and acting, even though he has been 

invited into this generous king’s house. There has been no change of life and his actions seem 

to be demanding that the King change and allow this one man to presume the right to follow 

his own pathway rather than submit himself to the will of his Lord and Master.  No wonder he 

suffered the fate he did.   He is asked why he has not put on the right clothing but has nothing 

to say.  There is no justification for such boorish behavior. 

 

God earnestly desires to be at feast with us 
 

 

Once again we are presented with the Father of Jesus as being a persistent God, one who is 

going to fill his banquet hall – come what may! He has a passionate desire to have all of the 

seats taken so that he can rejoice forever with those who accept his invitation.  This on its own 

is a powerful image of the Father of Jesus, our God.   The Jews hearing this parable would 

have been surprised as they had presumed that they had pre-booked their places through their 

circumcision, their Sabbath observances and by the keeping of the Torah.  All they had to do 

was come when they were ready.  On their terms.  It was their right as Jews to so inherit this 

welcome into life.   

 

 

It was probably equally true that Christians in the early Church communities (and today) were 

(and will be) equally shocked to realize that this parable applied to them as well.  Simply 

being baptized is never going to be enough to guarantee life eternal in the messianic feast of 

heaven.  This is borne out by the man at the end who does not have on the wedding garment.  

Dressing in the wedding robe was standard procedure for any feast.  People travelled to the 

place of the party, changed their dusty, dirty clothes and put on the garments provided for the 

festivities.  It was used as a symbol of leaving behind former lives of sin upon hearing the 

proclamation of the Good News of the Reign of God in Jesus.  Like baptism it means to clothe 

ourselves in Christ.  This man saw no need to change.  He was prepared to accept the 

invitation and presumed that there was nothing more for him to do, that he could come to the 

feast on his own terms.  One of the points Jesus makes here is that he is not issuing massive 

demands.  It is just about putting on a simple white robe!   He could have demanded much 

more but the point is that the Way to life is not about “doing” many great things, or about 

“avoiding” many terrible things.  The Way to Life is about being, about a Way of living in the 

world.  Living Christ-like lives means that God does the rest.  He comes to us. 


